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The author reflects on her family's Chinese American legacy, her experiences as a writer, her survival of natural
disasters, and her struggle to manage three family members afflicted with brain disease.
This sensual jewel of a tale is an extract from ‘Valley of Amazement’ – the first book in six years from the beloved and
bestselling Amy Tan.
From New York Times bestselling author Amy Tan, a memoir about finding meaning in life through acts of creativity and
imagination In Where the Past Begins, bestselling author of The Joy Luck Club and The Valley of Amazement Amy Tan
reveals the ways that our memories and personal experiences can inform our creative work. Drawing on her vivid
impressions of her upbringing, Tan investigates the truths and inspirations behind her writing while illuminating how we all
explore, confront, and process complex memories, especially half-forgotten ones from childhood. With candor, empathy,
and humor, Tan sheds light on her own writing process, sharing her hard-won insights on the nature of creativity and
inspiration while exploring the universal urge to examine truth through the workings of imagination—and what that
imaginative world tells us about our own lives. Where the Past Begins is both a unique look into the mind of an
extraordinary storyteller and an indispensable guide for writers, artists, and other creative thinkers.
Please note that due to the limitations of some ereading devices, it was not possible to represent diacritical marks in this
title. The highly anticipated novel from the bestselling author of ‘The Joy Luck Club’ and ‘The Bonesetter’s Daughter’.
With the same narrative skills and evocative powers that made her first novel, The Joy Luck Club, a national bestseller,
Tan now tells the story of Winnie Louie, an aging Chinese woman unfolding a life's worth of secrets to her suspicious,
Americanized daughter.
By delving into vivid memories of her traumatic childhood, confessions of self-doubt in her journals and heartbreaking
letters to and from her mother, she gathers together evidence of all that made it both unlikely and inevitable that she
would become a writer. Tan explores shocking truths uncovered by family memorabilia - the real reason behind an IQ
test she took at age six, why her parents lied about their education, mysteries surrounding her maternal grandmother and, for the first time publicly, she writes about her complex relationship with her father, who died when she was fifteen.
When Sabby Mendes leaves Portuguese Goa aboard the dhow Monsoon Wind bound for British East Africa in 1916, he
has one dream-to find work as a tailor in the relatively new capital of Nairobi. Sabby is a young man, still a teenager, but
he is determined to build a life for himself, and he knows that the opportunities in the British Protectorate are better than
those facing him at home. A bright, affable young man with a genuine passion and talent for tailoring, he is not prepared
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for what he is about to find beyond the Arabian Sea. The Protectorate, which will become British Colony of Kenya, is a
highly segregated society with the British firmly ensconced at its top; below them are the "Asians" like Sabby; and at the
very bottom are the native African population who are regarded as little more than savages in need of civilization.
Beneath the African Sun offers, through the eyes of its protagonist, a street-level view of the changing social and political
climate of Kenya between 1916 and 1970, including the 'Mau Mau' Uprising of the native Kikuyu, the eventual
independence of Kenya in 1963, and the political fallout that followed. More than a history, it is a story about family,
home, social justice, and what it means to truly belong somewhere....
From the Nobel Prize-winning author of My Name Is Red and Snow, a large-format, deluxe, collectible edition of his
beloved memoir about life in Istanbul, with more than 200 added illustrations and a new introduction. Orhan Pamuk was
born in Istanbul and still lives in the family apartment building where his mother first held him in her arms. His portrait of
his city is thus also a self-portrait, refracted by memory and the melancholy--or hüzün--that all Istanbullus share: the
sadness that comes of living amid the ruins of a lost empire. With cinematic fluidity, Pamuk moves from the lives of his
glamorous, unhappy parents to the gorgeous, decrepit mansions overlooking the Bosphorus; from the dawning of his selfconsciousness to the writers and painters--both Turkish and foreign--who would shape his consciousness of his city. Like
Joyce's Dublin and Borges' Buenos Aires, Pamuk's Istanbul is a triumphant encounter of place and sensibility, beautifully
written and immensely moving.
“[A] poignant meditation on the relationship between a mother and daughter” from the New York Times bestselling
author of Shadow Baby (Publishers Weekly). When Clara Winter left her rural Adirondack town for college, she never
looked back. Her mother, Tamar, a fiercely independent but loving woman who raised Clara on her own, all but pushed
her out the door, forcing Clara to build a new life for herself, far from her roots, far from her high school boyfriend, far
from the life she had always known. Now more than a decade has passed, and Clara, a successful writer, has been
summoned home. Tamar has become increasingly forgetful and can no longer live on her own. But just as her mother’s
memory is beginning to slip away, Clara’s questions are building. Why was Tamar so insistent that Clara leave home all
those years ago? Just what secrets was she hiding? In this “quietly powerful” (Booklist) and “luminous novel” (Kirkus
Reviews), Alison McGhee tells the story of a young woman finding her way in life, determined to know her mother—and by
extension herself—before it’s too late. “A deeply moving exploration of growing up and growing old, and the ties that bind
parents and children—and the mysteries that sometimes keep us apart.”—Chris Bohjalian, New York Times bestselling
author of The Red Lotus “An intimate and painfully aware portrait of the debilitating effects of Alzheimer’s on its victims
as well as the people who must watch their tormented loved ones tumble into the disease’s terrible abyss.”—Star Tribune
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Nai-nai tells her granddaughters the story of her outing, as a seven-year-old girl in China, to see the Moon Lady and be
granted a secret wish. Suggested level: primary.
Finalist for the International Booker Prize and the National Book Award A haunting Orwellian novel about the terrors of
state surveillance, from the acclaimed author of The Housekeeper and the Professor. On an unnamed island, objects are
disappearing: first hats, then ribbons, birds, roses. . . . Most of the inhabitants are oblivious to these changes, while those
few able to recall the lost objects live in fear of the draconian Memory Police, who are committed to ensuring that what
has disappeared remains forgotten. When a young writer discovers that her editor is in danger, she concocts a plan to
hide him beneath her f loorboards, and together they cling to her writing as the last way of preserving the past. Powerful
and provocative, The Memory Police is a stunning novel about the trauma of loss. ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE
YEAR THE NEW YORK TIMES * THE WASHINGTON POST * TIME * CHICAGO TRIBUNE * THE GUARDIAN *
ESQUIRE * THE DALLAS MORNING NEWS * FINANCIAL TIMES * LIBRARY JOURNAL * THE A.V. CLUB * KIRKUS
REVIEWS * LITERARY HUB
“The Joy Luck Club is one of my favorite books. From the moment I first started reading it, I knew it was going to be
incredible. For me, it was one of those once-in-a-lifetime reading experiences that you cherish forever. It inspired me as a
writer and still remains hugely inspirational.” —Kevin Kwan, author of Crazy Rich Asians Amy Tan’s beloved, New York
Times bestselling tale of mothers and daughters, now the focus of a new documentary Amy Tan: Unintended Memoir on
Netflix Four mothers, four daughters, four families whose histories shift with the four winds depending on who's "saying"
the stories. In 1949 four Chinese women, recent immigrants to San Francisco, begin meeting to eat dim sum, play
mahjong, and talk. United in shared unspeakable loss and hope, they call themselves the Joy Luck Club. Rather than
sink into tragedy, they choose to gather to raise their spirits and money. "To despair was to wish back for something
already lost. Or to prolong what was already unbearable." Forty years later the stories and history continue. With wit and
sensitivity, Amy Tan examines the sometimes painful, often tender, and always deep connection between mothers and
daughters. As each woman reveals her secrets, trying to unravel the truth about her life, the strings become more
tangled, more entwined. Mothers boast or despair over daughters, and daughters roll their eyes even as they feel the
inextricable tightening of their matriarchal ties. Tan is an astute storyteller, enticing readers to immerse themselves into
these lives of complexity and mystery.
From the author of The Sound of Things Falling, a powerful novel about a legendary political cartoonist. Javier Mallarino
is a living legend. He is his country’s most influential political cartoonist, the conscience of a nation. A man capable of
repealing laws, overturning judges’ decisions, and destroying politicians’ careers with his art. His weapons are pen and
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ink. Those in power fear him and pay him homage. After four decades of a brilliant career, he’s at the height of his
powers. But this all changes when he’s paid an unexpected visit by a young woman who upends his personal history
and forces him to reconsider his life and work, questioning his position in the world. In Reputations, Juan Gabriel
Vásquez examines the weight of the past, how a public persona intersects with private histories, the burdens and
surprises of memory. In this intimate novel, Vásquez once again brilliantly plumbs universal experiences to create a
masterly story, one that reverberates long after you turn the final page.
“The Joy Luck Club is one of my favorite books. From the moment I first started reading it, I knew it was going to be
incredible. For me, it was one of those once-in-a-lifetime reading experiences that you cherish forever. It inspired me as a
writer and still remains hugely inspirational.” —Kevin Kwan, author of Crazy Rich Asians Part of the Penguin Orange
Collection, a limited-run series of twelve influential and beloved American classics in a bold series design offering a
modern take on the iconic Penguin paperback Winner of the 2016 AIGA + Design Observer 50 Books | 50 Covers
competition For the seventieth anniversary of Penguin Classics, the Penguin Orange Collection celebrates the heritage of
Penguin’s iconic book design with twelve influential American literary classics representing the breadth and diversity of
the Penguin Classics library. These collectible editions are dressed in the iconic orange and white tri-band cover design,
first created in 1935, while french flaps, high-quality paper, and striking cover illustrations provide the cutting-edge design
treatment that is the signature of Penguin Classics Deluxe Editions today. The Joy Luck Club In 1949 four Chinese
women, recent immigrants to San Francisco, begin meeting to eat dim sum, play mahjong, and talk. United in shared
unspeakable loss and hope, they call themselves the Joy Luck Club. With wit and sensitivity, Amy Tan’s debut
novel—now widely regarded as a modern classic—examines the sometimes painful, often tender, and always deep
connection between these four women and their American-born daughters.
A groundbreaking study of the connection between spirituality, psychology, and neurophysiology that is coded into the book of
Genesis. • Reveals why Eve was allowed to eat the apple of knowledge forbidden to Adam. • Uses mythological imagery to reveal
the working processes of awareness in the human brain. • Combines ancient Qabalic techniques and modern scientific brain
research to show how Genesis is an operating manual for creating wholeness in the psyche. Adam exists within all our psyches,
as does Eve. While Adam represents the masculine component of consciousness--pure intellect--Eve represents the functions of
the brain's frontal lobes, the feminine intuitive integrator of the four-level human brain. If we wish to be whole, we must develop
and integrate the feminine with the masculine. Using her lifelong study of the Qabalah and the secret meanings of the Hebrew
alphabet, Glynda-Lee Hoffmann shows how the Garden of Eden story is actually an instruction manual that explains
transcendence as a biological imperative. Hoffmann reveals why it was permissible for Eve to eat the apple of knowledge that was
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forbidden to Adam. Eve's desire for integration, clarity, and transcendence--for wisdom--is a goal Adam is biologically incapable of
pursuing without her. Though written as mythology, Genesis contains remarkable scientific and psychological correlations that can
help an individual integrate the masculine and feminine sides of the psyche and thereby translate potential into actuality.
"The seven years between the birth of Etgar Keret's son and the death of his father were good years, though still full of reasons to
worry. Lev is born in the midst of a terrorist attack. Etgar's father gets cancer. The threat of constant war looms over their home
and permeates daily life"-A mother and daughter find what they share in their bones in this compelling novel from the bestselling author of The Joy Luck
Club and Where the Past Begins: A Writer’s Memoir. Ruth Young and her widowed mother have always had a difficult
relationship. But when she discovers writings that vividly describe her mother’s tumultuous life growing up in China, Ruth
discovers a side of LuLing that she never knew existed. Transported to a backwoods village known as Immortal Heart, Ruth learns
of secrets passed along by a mute nursemaid, Precious Auntie; of a cave where dragon bones are mined; of the crumbling ravine
known as the End of the World; and of the curse that LuLing believes she released through betrayal. Within the calligraphied
pages awaits the truth about a mother's heart, secrets she cannot tell her daughter, yet hopes she will never forget... Conjuring the
pain of broken dreams and the power of myths, The Bonesetter’s Daughter is an excavation of the human spirit: the past, its
deepest wounds, its most profound hopes.
An exploration of life at the margins of history from one of Russia’s most exciting contemporary writers With the death of her aunt,
the narrator is left to sift through an apartment full of faded photographs, old postcards, letters, diaries, and heaps of souvenirs: a
withered repository of a century of life in Russia. Carefully reassembled with calm, steady hands, these shards tell the story of how
a seemingly ordinary Jewish family somehow managed to survive the myriad persecutions and repressions of the last century. In
dialogue with writers like Roland Barthes, W. G. Sebald, Susan Sontag, and Osip Mandelstam, In Memory of Memory is imbued
with rare intellectual curiosity and a wonderfully soft-spoken, poetic voice. Dipping into various forms—essay, fiction, memoir,
travelogue, and historical documents—Stepanova assembles a vast panorama of ideas and personalities and offers an entirely new
and bold exploration of cultural and personal memory.
Living in a "perfect" world without social ills, a boy approaches the time when he will receive a life assignment from the Elders, but
his selection leads him to a mysterious man known as the Giver, who reveals the dark secrets behind the utopian facade.
The New York Times Bestseller What if everything you think you know about addiction is wrong? Johann Hari's journey into the
heart of the war on drugs led him to ask this question--and to write the book that gave rise to his viral TED talk, viewed more than
62 million times, and inspired the feature film The United States vs. Billie Holiday and the documentary series The Fix. One of
Johann Hari's earliest memories is of trying to wake up one of his relatives and not being able to. As he grew older, he realized he
had addiction in his family. Confused, not knowing what to do, he set out and traveled over 30,000 miles over three years to
discover what really causes addiction--and what really solves it. He uncovered a range of remarkable human stories--of how the
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war on drugs began with Billie Holiday, the great jazz singer, being stalked and killed by a racist policeman; of the scientist who
discovered the surprising key to addiction; and of the countries that ended their own war on drugs--with extraordinary results.
Chasing the Scream is the story of a life-changing journey that transformed the addiction debate internationally--and showed the
world that the opposite of addiction is connection.
Twelve American tourists join an art expedition that begins in the Himalayan foothills of China-dubbed the true Shangri-La and
head south into the jungles of Burma. But after the mysterious death of theirtour leader, the carefully laid plans fall apart, and
disharmony breaks out among the pleasure-seekers as they come to discover that the Burma Road is paved with less-thanhonorable intentions, questionable food, and tribal curses. And then, on Christmas morning, eleven of the travelers boat across a
misty lake for a sunrise cruise and disappear.

The instant New York Times bestseller and publishing phenomenon: Marina Keegan’s posthumous collection of awardwinning essays and stories “sparkles with talent, humanity, and youth” (O, The Oprah Magazine). Marina Keegan’s star
was on the rise when she graduated magna cum laude from Yale in May 2012. She had a play that was to be produced
at the New York Fringe Festival and a job waiting for her at The New Yorker. Tragically, five days after graduation,
Marina died in a car crash. Marina left behind a rich, deeply expansive trove of writing that, like her title essay, captures
the hope, uncertainty, and possibility of her generation. Her short story “Cold Pastoral” was published on
NewYorker.com. Her essay “Even Artichokes Have Doubts” was excerpted in the Financial Times, and her book was the
focus of a Nicholas Kristof column in The New York Times. Millions of her contemporaries have responded to her work
on social media. As Marina wrote: “We can still do anything. We can change our minds. We can start over…We’re so
young. We can’t, we MUST not lose this sense of possibility because in the end, it’s all we have.” The Opposite of
Loneliness is an unforgettable collection of Marina’s essays and stories that articulates the universal struggle all of us
face as we figure out what we aspire to be and how we can harness our talents to impact the world. “How do you mourn
the loss of a fiery talent that was barely a tendril before it was snuffed out? Answer: Read this book. A clear-eyed
observer of human nature, Keegan could take a clever idea...and make it something beautiful” (People).
Hailed for its coiled eroticism and the moral claims it makes upon the reader, this mesmerizing novel is a story of love
and secrets, horror and compassion, unfolding against the haunted landscape of postwar Germany. When he falls ill on
his way home from school, fifteen-year-old Michael Berg is rescued by Hanna, a woman twice his age. In time she
becomes his lover—then she inexplicably disappears. When Michael next sees her, he is a young law student, and she is
on trial for a hideous crime. As he watches her refuse to defend her innocence, Michael gradually realizes that Hanna
may be guarding a secret she considers more shameful than murder.
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Who gets to choose? When a young woman emerges from a lengthy coma-like state she must face the decisions that
were made about her body—without her consent—in this powerful novel of reclamation and hope. Twenty-one-year-old
Mallie Williams—scrappy, headstrong, and wise beyond her years—has just landed on her feet following a tumultuous
youth when the unthinkable happens: she is violently assaulted. The crime leaves her comatose, surrounded by friends
and family who are hoping against hopes for a full recovery. But soon Mallie's small community finds themselves divided.
The rape has left Mallie pregnant, and while some friends are convinced that she would never keep the pregnancy,
others are sure that a baby would be the only good thing to come out of all of this pain. Who gets to decide? How much
power, in the end, do we have over our own bodies? Mallie, her family, and her town find themselves at the center of a
media storm, confronting questions nobody should have to face. And when Mallie emerges from the fog, what will she
think of the choices that were made on her behalf? The Opposite of Fate is an intense and moving exploration of the
decisions we make—and don’t make—that forever change the course of our lives.
In the conclusion to the "Wheel of Time" series, all of humanity is in peril as Rand al'Thor moves forward to break the
seals on the Dark One's prison and the Last Battle will determine the fate of the world.
"Smithy is an American original, worthy of a place on the shelf just below your Hucks, your Holdens, your Yossarians."
—Stephen King Every so often, a novel comes along that captures the public’s imagination with a story that sweeps
readers up and takes them on a thrilling, unforgettable ride. Ron McLarty’s The Memory of Running is this decade’s
novel. By all accounts, especially his own, Smithson "Smithy" Ide is a loser. An overweight, friendless, chain-smoking,
forty-three-year-old drunk, Smithy’s life becomes completely unhinged when he loses his parents and long-lost sister
within the span of one week. Rolling down the driveway of his parents’ house in Rhode Island on his old Raleigh bicycle
to escape his grief, the emotionally bereft Smithy embarks on an epic, hilarious, luminous, and extraordinary journey of
discovery and redemption.
To get back up sometimes you have to fall down, hard . . . What's the point of pretending nothing has changed when
everything has? It's the last summer before college, and Jonas Avery knows he should be excited. Instead, he hides out
at home, avoiding his friends, his family, and everything that resembles his old life. Because nothing will be normal
again—because of The Accident, when everything started falling apart. Brennan Davis knows she needs to stand up and
face her anxiety—the deep, dark, debilitating dread that rules her everyday life. Because what stops her from going out
into the world and just living is going to get a whole lot worse. She’s leaving for college in the fall, where she’ll be
confronted with even more to worry about. When Jonas crashes into Brennan—in a harmless, albeit embarrassing fender
bender—the two teens connect in ways they never expected. As friends, they help each other overcome their biggest falls
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and faults, and soon discover that while love can't fix everything, it's sometimes a place to start. Sensitive, wry, and
unabashedly authentic, The Opposite of Falling Apart isn't about finding perfection in another person or fixing the things
we think are broken. Instead, Micah Good has penned an enchantingly honest novel about accepting the very pieces of
ourselves that make us unique, whole, and undeniably human.
From the New York Times bestselling author of Always and Blackberry Winter, a heartbroken woman stumbles upon a
diary and steps into the life of its anonymous author. In her twenties, Emily Wilson was on top of the world: she had a
bestselling novel, a husband plucked from the pages of GQ, and a one-way ticket to happily ever after. Ten years later,
the tide has turned on Emily's good fortune. So when her great-aunt Bee invites her to spend the month of March on
Bainbridge Island in Washington State, Emily accepts, longing to be healed by the sea. Researching her next book, Emily
discovers a red velvet diary, dated 1943, whose contents reveal startling connections to her own life. A mesmerizing
debut with an idyllic setting and intriguing dual story line, The Violets of March announces Sarah Jio as a writer to watch.
An expert on traumatic stress outlines an approach to healing, explaining how traumatic stress affects brain processes and how to use
innovative treatments to reactivate the mind's abilities to trust, engage others, and experience pleasure-"From the Pulitzer Prize-winning poet, his first work of prose: a ... memoir of a family's bonds and a meditation on race, addiction, fatherhood,
ambition, and American culture"-NEW YORK TIMES BEST SELLER • A Best Book of 2021: Entertainment Weekly, Good Morning America, Wall Street Journal, and more
From the indie rockstar of Japanese Breakfast fame, and author of the viral 2018 New Yorker essay that shares the title of this book, an
unflinching, powerful memoir about growing up Korean American, losing her mother, and forging her own identity. In this exquisite story of
family, food, grief, and endurance, Michelle Zauner proves herself far more than a dazzling singer, songwriter, and guitarist. With humor and
heart, she tells of growing up one of the few Asian American kids at her school in Eugene, Oregon; of struggling with her mother's particular,
high expectations of her; of a painful adolescence; of treasured months spent in her grandmother's tiny apartment in Seoul, where she and
her mother would bond, late at night, over heaping plates of food. As she grew up, moving to the East Coast for college, finding work in the
restaurant industry, and performing gigs with her fledgling band--and meeting the man who would become her husband--her Koreanness
began to feel ever more distant, even as she found the life she wanted to live. It was her mother's diagnosis of terminal cancer, when
Michelle was twenty-five, that forced a reckoning with her identity and brought her to reclaim the gifts of taste, language, and history her
mother had given her. Vivacious and plainspoken, lyrical and honest, Zauner's voice is as radiantly alive on the page as it is onstage. Rich
with intimate anecdotes that will resonate widely, and complete with family photos, Crying in H Mart is a book to cherish, share, and reread.
The "wisest and most captivating novel" (Boston Globe) from the author of the bestselling The Valley of Amazement and the new memoir
Where the Past Begins Set in San Francisco and in a remote village of Southwestern China, Amy Tan's The Hundred Secret Senses is a tale
of American assumptions shaken by Chinese ghosts and broadened with hope. In 1962, five-year-old Olivia meets the half-sister she never
knew existed, eighteen-year-old Kwan from China, who sees ghosts with her "yin eyes." Decades later, Olivia describes her complicated
relationship with her sister and her failing marriage, as Kwan reveals her story, sweeping the reader into the splendor and violence of midPage 8/9
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nineteenth century China. With her characteristic wisdom, grace, and humor, Tan conjures up a story of the inheritance of love, its secrets
and senses, its illusions and truths.
New York Times bestseller The Valley of Amazement is an evocative epic of two women's intertwined fates and their search for identity—from
the lavish parlors of Shanghai courtesans to the fog-shrouded mountains of a remote Chinese village. Shanghai, 1912. Violet Minturn is the
daughter of the American madam of the city’s most exclusive courtesan house. But when the Ching dynasty is overturned, Violet is
separated from her mother and forced to become a “virgin courtesan.” Spanning more than forty years and two continents, Amy Tan’s
newest novel maps the lives of three generations of women—and the mystery of an evocative painting known as “The Valley of Amazement.”
Moving from the collapse of China’s last imperial dynasty to the growth of anti-foreign sentiment and the inner workings of courtesan houses,
The Valley of Amazement interweaves the story of Violet, a celebrated Shanghai courtesan on a quest for both love and identity, and her
mother, Lucia, an American woman whose search for penance leads them to an unexpected reunion. The Valley of Amazement is a deeply
moving narrative of family secrets, legacies, and the profound connections between mothers and daughters, reminiscent of the compelling
territory Tan so expertly mapped in The Joy Luck Club. With her characteristic wisdom, grace, and humor, Tan conjures up a story of
inherited trauma, desire, deception, and the power and stubbornness of love.
The Memoirs of a Polar Bear stars three generations of talented writers and performers—who happen to be polar bears The Memoirs of a
Polar Bear has in spades what Rivka Galchen hailed in the New Yorker as “Yoko Tawada’s magnificent strangeness”—Tawada is an author
like no other. Three generations (grandmother, mother, son) of polar bears are famous as both circus performers and writers in East
Germany: they are polar bears who move in human society, stars of the ring and of the literary world. In chapter one, the grandmother
matriarch in the Soviet Union accidentally writes a bestselling autobiography. In chapter two, Tosca, her daughter (born in Canada, where her
mother had emigrated) moves to the DDR and takes a job in the circus. Her son—the last of their line—is Knut, born in chapter three in a
Leipzig zoo but raised by a human keeper in relatively happy circumstances in the Berlin zoo, until his keeper, Matthias, is taken away...
Happy or sad, each bear writes a story, enjoying both celebrity and “the intimacy of being alone with my pen.”
“You don’t have to be Irish to cherish this literary gift—just being human and curious and from a family will suffice.” —Malachy McCourt, New
York Times bestselling author of A Monk Swimming In the tradition of Frank McCourt’s Angela’s Ashes and Alice Taylor’s To School
Through the Fields, Tom Phelan’s We Were Rich and We Didn’t Know It is a heartfelt and masterfully written memoir of growing up in
Ireland in the 1940s. Tom Phelan, who was born and raised in County Laois in the Irish midlands, spent his formative years working with his
wise and demanding father as he sought to wrest a livelihood from a farm that was often wet, muddy, and back-breaking. It was a time before
rural electrification, the telephone, and indoor plumbing; a time when the main modes of travel were bicycle and animal cart; a time when
small farmers struggled to survive and turkey eggs were hatched in the kitchen cupboard; a time when the Church exerted enormous control
over Ireland. We Were Rich and We Didn’t Know It recounts Tom’s upbringing in an isolated, rural community from the day he was delivered
by the local midwife. With tears and laughter, it speaks to the strength of the human spirit in the face of life’s adversities.
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