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The Lost Daughter Elena Ferrante
“The Girl with Ghost Eyes is a fun, fun read. Martial arts and Asian magic set in Old San
Francisco make for a fresh take on urban fantasy, a wonderful story that kept me up late to
finish.” —#1 New York Times bestselling author Patricia Briggs It’s the end of the nineteenth
century in San Francisco’s Chinatown, and ghost hunters from the Maoshan traditions of
Daoism keep malevolent spiritual forces at bay. Li-lin, the daughter of a renowned Daoshi
exorcist, is a young widow burdened with yin eyes—the unique ability to see the spirit world. Her
spiritual visions and the death of her husband bring shame to Li-lin and her father—and shame
is not something this immigrant family can afford. When a sorcerer cripples her father, terrible
plans are set in motion, and only Li-lin can stop them. To aid her are her martial arts and a
peachwood sword, her burning paper talismans, and a wisecracking spirit in the form of a
human eyeball tucked away in her pocket. Navigating the dangerous alleys and backrooms of
a male-dominated Chinatown, Li-lin must confront evil spirits, gangsters, and soulstealers
before the sorcerer’s ritual summons an ancient evil that could burn Chinatown to the ground.
With a rich and inventive historical setting, nonstop martial arts action, authentic Chinese
magic, and bizarre monsters from Asian folklore, The Girl with Ghost Eyes is also the poignant
story of a young immigrant searching to find her place beside the long shadow of a demanding
father and the stigma of widowhood. In a Chinatown caught between tradition and modernity,
one woman may be the key to holding everything together. Skyhorse Publishing, under our
Night Shade and Talos imprints, is proud to publish a broad range of titles for readers
interested in science fiction (space opera, time travel, hard SF, alien invasion, near-future
dystopia), fantasy (grimdark, sword and sorcery, contemporary urban fantasy, steampunk,
alternative history), and horror (zombies, vampires, and the occult and supernatural), and
much more. While not every title we publish becomes a New York Times bestseller, a national
bestseller, or a Hugo or Nebula award-winner, we are committed to publishing quality books
from a diverse group of authors.
“I always hoped [Mary Williams] would tell her incredible story. She's a writer of uncommon
clarity and humor, and the arrival of her memoir is cause for celebration." —Dave Eggers,
author of What is the What As she grew up in 1970s Oakland, California, role models for Mary
Williams were few and far between: her father was often in prison, her older sister was a
teenage prostitute, and her hot-tempered mother struggled to raise six children alone. For all
Mary knew, she was heading down a similar path. But her life changed when she met Jane
Fonda at summer camp in 1978. Fonda grew attached to the bright girl and eventually invited
her to become part of her family, becoming the mother Mary never had. Mary’s life since has
been one of adventure and opportunity—from hiking the Appalachian Trail solo, working with
the Lost Boys of Sudan, and living in the frozen reaches of Antarctica. Her most courageous
trip, though, involved returning to Oakland and reconnecting with her biological mother and
family, many of whom she hadn’t seen since the day she left home. The Lost Daughter is a
chronicle of her journey back in time, an exploration of fractured family bonds, and a moving
epic of self-discovery.
A New York Times Notable Book of 2018 A devastating novel of multiple narratives, “a mark of
Neel Mukherjee’s range and force and ambition” (New York Times Book Review). A State of
Freedom wrests open the central, defining events of our century: displacement and migration.
Five characters, in very different circumstances—from a domestic cook in Mumbai to a vagrant
and his dancing bear—find out the meanings of dislocation and the desire to get more out of life.
From the acclaimed author of Weather comes a slim, stunning portrait of a marriage--a
beguiling rumination on the mysteries of intimacy, trust, faith, knowledge, and the condition of
universal shipwreck that unites us all. ONE OF THE 10 BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR - THE
NEW YORK TIMES BOOK REVIEW A Best Book of the Year: The New Yorker, The Boston
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Globe, Minneapolis Star Tribune, Vogue.com, Electric Literature, Buzzfeed In the beginning, it
was easy to imagine their future. They were young and giddy, sure of themselves and of their
love for each other. “Dept. of Speculation” was their code name for all the thrilling
uncertainties that lay ahead. Then they got married, had a child and navigated the familiar
calamities of family life—a colicky baby, a faltering relationship, stalled ambitions. When their
marriage reaches a sudden breaking point, the wife tries to retrace the steps that have led
them to this place, invoking everything from Kafka to the Stoics to doomed Russian
cosmonauts as she analyzes what is lost and what remains. In language that shimmers with
rage and longing and wit, Offill has created a brilliantly suspenseful love story—a novel to read
in one sitting, even as its piercing meditations linger long after the last page.
A novel in the bestselling quartet about two very different women and their complex friendship:
“Everyone should read anything with Ferrante’s name on it” (The Boston Globe). The followup to My Brilliant Friend, The Story of a New Name continues the epic New York
Times–bestselling literary quartet that has inspired an HBO series, and returns us to the world
of Lila and Elena, who grew up together in post-WWII Naples, Italy. In The Story of a New
Name, Lila has recently married and made her entrée into the family business; Elena,
meanwhile, continues her studies and her exploration of the world beyond the neighborhood
that she so often finds stifling. Marriage appears to have imprisoned Lila, and the pressure to
excel is at times too much for Elena. Yet the two young women share a complex and evolving
bond that is central to their emotional lives and a source of strength in the face of life’s
challenges. In these Neapolitan Novels, Elena Ferrante, “one of the great novelists of our
time” (The New York Times), gives us a poignant and universal story about friendship and
belonging, a meditation on love and jealousy, freedom and commitment—at once a masterfully
plotted page-turner and an intense, generous-hearted family saga. “Imagine if Jane Austen got
angry and you’ll have some idea of how explosive these works are.” —The Australian “Brilliant
. . . captivating and insightful . . . the richness of her storytelling is likely to please fans of Sara
Gruen and Silvia Avallone.” —Booklist (starred review)
The inspiration for the major motion picture The Green Knight starring Dev Patel, an early
English poem of magic, chivalry and seduction. Composed during the fourteenth century in the
English Midlands, Sir Gawain and the Green Knight describes the events that follow when a
mysterious green-coloured knight rides into King Arthur's Camelot in deep mid-winter. The
mighty knight presents a challenge to the court: he will allow himself to be struck by one blow,
on the condition that he will be allowed to return the strike on the following New Year's Eve. Sir
Gawain takes up the challenge, decapitating the stranger - only to see the Green Knight seize
up his own severed head and ride away, leaving Gawain to seek him out and honour their
pact. Blending Celtic myth and Christian faith, Gawain is among the greatest Middle English
poems: a tale of magic, chivalry and seduction.
From the author of My Brilliant Friend, a powerful new novel set in a divided Naples. Soon to
be adapted into a NETFLIX original series.
Leda is a middle-aged, divorced mother devoted to her work as an English professor. After the
departure of her grown-up daughters, she takes a holiday on the Italian coast. But after a few
days things become unsettling; on the beach she encounters a family whose brash behaviour
proves menacing. Leda is overwhelmed by memories of the difficult and unconventional
choices she made as a mother and their consequences for herself and her family. The tale of a
woman's rediscovery of herself soon becomes the story of a ferocious confrontation with the
past. The Lost Daughter is a profound exploration of the conflicting emotions that tie women to
their children. Elena Ferrante was born in Naples. She is the author of seven novels: The Days
of Abandonment, Troubling Love, The Lost Daughter, and the quartet of Neapolitan Novels: My
Brilliant Friend, The Story of a New Name, Those Who Leave and Those Who Stay, and The
Story of the Lost Child. Fragments, a selection of interviews, letters and occasional writings by
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Ferrante, will be published in early 2016. She is one of Italy's most acclaimed authors. Ann
Goldstein has translated all of Elena Ferrante's work. She is an editor at the New Yorker and a
recipient of the PEN Renato Poggioli Translation Award. 'Ferrante's gift for psychological
horror renders it immediate and visceral.' New Yorker 'This superb and scary Italian writer...has
blown the lid off tempestuous parent-child relations.' Seattle Times 'So refined, almost
translucent, that it seems about to float away, in the end this piercing novel is not so easily
dislodged from the memory.' Boston Globe 'It's Leda's voice that's hypnotic, and it's the writing
that makes it that way. Ferrante can do a woman's interior dialogue like no one else, with a
ferocity that is shockingly honest, unnervingly blunt.' Booklist 'Ferrante's prose is stunningly
candid, direct and unforgettable. From simple elements, she builds a powerful tale of hope and
regret.' Publishers Weekly ‘Ferrante’s uncompromising directness and her unflinching gaze
cannot be faulted.’ Age/Sydney Morning Herald ‘With cold determination, Ferrante conveys
both the selfishness and the courage that comes with admitting your own maternal
shortcomings.’ New Zealand Listener
'Violette Leduc's novels are works of genius and also a bit peculiar' Deborah Levy, from the
introduction An old woman lives alone in a tiny attic flat in Paris, counting out coffee beans
every morning beneath the roar of the overhead metro. Starving, she spends her days walking
around the city, each step a bid for recognition of her own existence. She rides crowded metro
carriages to feel the warmth of other bodies, and watches the hot batter of pancakes drip from
the hands of street-sellers. One morning she awakes with an urgent need to taste an orange;
but when she rummages in the bins she finds instead a discarded fox fur scarf. The little fox fur
becomes the key to her salvation, the friend who changes her lonely existence into a playful
world of her own invention. The Lady and the Little Fox Fur is a stunning portrait of Paris, of
the invisibility we all feel in a big city, and ultimately of the hope and triumph of a woman who
reclaims her place in the world. 'A moving, beautiful and authentic classic. We must be grateful
to the Penguin European Writers series, a precious venture in these dark times, for bringing it
back to us.' John Banville, Booker prize-winning author of The Sea 'The great French feminist
writer we need to remember' Guardian
A wry, tender novel of sexual and intellectual awakening. Something made her risk a look at
the reader, who took a sip of black coffee. And another. She turned the pages. She pursed her
lips. Flannery abandoned her breakfast and watched the woman drink her coffee. It wasn't that
she wanted the coffee herself. That wasn't it. Rather, she wanted to be the coffee: she envied
the dark drink its chance to taste those lips.In a steam-filled diner in a college town, Flannery
Jansen catches sight of something more beautiful than she's ever seen: a graduate student,
reading. Flannery, a seventeen-year-old, new to everything around her -- college, the East
Coast, bodies of literature, and the sexual flurries of student life -- is shocked by her own
desire to follow this beauty wherever it takes her. By chance she finds herself enrolled in a
class taught by the remote, brilliant older woman; intimidated at first, she gradually becomes
Anne Arden's student outside class as well. Whatever the subject -- Baudelaire, lipstick colors
-- Flannery proves an eager pupil, until one day she learns more about Anne than she ever
wanted to know.A bittersweet, exhilarating, sentimental education, Pages for You confirms
Sylvia Brownrigg as "one of the most exuberantly agile minds among younger American
writers" (Dan Cryer, Newsday) and is her sexiest, most poignant work to date.
A high-school freshman who refuses to participate in the annual fund-raising chocolate sale is
forced to defend his convictions.
From Center for Fiction First Novel Prize finalist Bethany Ball comes a biting and darkly funny
new novel that follows a set of privileged, jaded Connecticut suburbanites whose cozy,
seemingly picture-perfect, lives begin to unravel amid shocking turns of fate and revelations of
long-held secrets. Welcome to small-town Connecticut, a place whose inhabitants seem to
have it all — the status, the homes, the money, and the ennui. There’s Tripp and Virginia,
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beloved hosts whom the community idolizes, whose basement hides among other things a
secret stash of guns and a drastic plan to survive the end times. There’s Gunter and Rachel,
recent transplants who left New York City to raise their children, only to feel both imprisoned by
the banality of suburbia. And Richard and Margot, community veterans whose extramarital
affairs and battles with mental health are disguised by their enviably polished veneers and
perfect children. At the center of it all is the Petra School, the most coveted of all the private
schools in the state, a supposed utopia of mindfulness and creativity, with a history as murky
and suspect as our character’s inner worlds. With deep wit and delicious incisiveness, in The
Pessimists, Bethany Ball peels back the veneer of upper-class white suburbia to expose the
destructive consequences of unchecked privilege and moral apathy in a world that is rapidly
evolving without them. This is a superbly drawn portrait of a community, and its couples, torn
apart by unmet desires, duplicity, hypocrisy, and dangerous levels of discontent.
“Tackles novelist Elena Ferrante’s Neapolitan quartet in terms of their ‘creative forms of
[female] resistance’ . . . A richly layered study.” —Kirkus Reviews “I greatly admire the work of
Tiziana de Rogatis. She is a reader of deep refinement. Often I think that she knows my books
better than I. So, I read her with admiration and remain silent.” —Elena Ferrante, in the
magazine, San Lian Sheng Huo Zhou Kan Ferrante’s four-volume novel cycle known in
English as the Neapolitan quartet has become a global success, with over ten million readers
in close to fifty countries. Her readers recount feeling “addicted” to the novels; they describe a
pleasure in reading that is as rare as it is irresistible, a compulsion that leads them either to
devour the books or to ration them so as to prolong the pleasure. De Rogatis here addresses
that same transnational, diverse, transversal audience. Elena Ferrante’s Key Words is
conceived as a lighted path made of luminous key words that synthesize the multiform aspects
of Ferrante’s writing and guide us through the labyrinth of her global success. “An exceptional
companion to the source material, particularly for the lit-crit crowd looking to affirm Ferrante’s
reinvention of the future of the novel.” —Library Journal
When Leda's daughters leave home to be with their father, she decides to take a trip to a small
coastal town in Italy, but soon after she arrives memories from her unsettled past come back to
haunt her.
A NEW EDITION TO TIE IN WITH THE CRITICALLY ACCLAIMED FILM DIRECTED BY
MAGGIE GYLLENHAAL, STARRING OLIVIA COLMAN, DAKOTA JOHNSON AND PAUL
MESCAL From the international bestselling author of MY BRILLIANT FRIEND Leda is devoted
to her work as an English teacher and to her two children. When her daughters leave home to
be with their father in Canada, Leda anticipates a period of loneliness and longing. Instead,
slightly embarrassed by the sensation, she feels liberated, as if her life has become lighter,
easier. She decides to take a holiday by the sea, in a small coastal town in southern Italy. But
after a few days of calm and quiet, things begin to take a menacing turn. Leda encounters a
family whose brash presence proves unsettling, at times even threatening. When a small,
apparently meaningless, event occurs, Leda is overwhelmed by memories of the difficult and
unconventional choices she made as a mother and their consequences for herself and her
family. The seemingly serene tale of a woman’s pleasant rediscovery of herself soon becomes
the story of a ferocious confrontation with an unsettled past. The Lost Daughter is a compelling
and perceptive meditation on womanhood and motherhood, exploring the conflicting emotions
that tie us to our children.
"Everyone should read everything with Elena Ferrante's name on it."--The Boston Globe
"Ferrante is an oracle among authors, writing literary epics as illuminating as origin myths,
explaining us to ourselves."--Claire Luchette, O, The Oprah Magazine Four essays on writing
and reading by the internationally bestselling author of My Brilliant Friend and The Lying Life of
Adults.
Leda is a middle-aged divorcée devoted to her work as an English teacher and to her two
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children. When her daughters leave home to be with their father in Canada, Leda anticipates a
period of loneliness and longing. Instead, slightly embarrassed by the sensation, she feels
liberated, as if her life has become lighter, easier. She decides to take a holiday by the sea, in
a small coastal town in southern Italy. But after a few days of calm and quiet, things begin to
take a menacing turn. Leda encounters a family whose brash presence proves unsettling, at
times even threatening. When a small, seemingly meaningless, event occurs, Leda is
overwhelmed by memories of the difficult and unconventional choices she made as a mother
and their consequences for herself and her family. The seemingly serene tale of a woman's
pleasant rediscovery of herself soon becomes the story of a ferocious confrontation with an
unsettled past. Following the extraordinary success of The Days of Abandonment, Elena
Ferrante's new novel explores the conflicting emotions that tie us to our children. This candid
fiction represents her most compelling and perceptive meditation on womanhood and
motherhood thus far.
Part of the bestselling saga about childhood friends following different paths by “one of the
great novelists of our time” (The New York Times). In the third book in the New York
Times–bestselling Neapolitan quartet that inspired the HBO series My Brilliant Friend, Elena
and Lila have grown into womanhood. Lila married at sixteen and has a young son; she has
left her husband and the comforts her marriage brought and now works as a common laborer.
Elena has left the neighborhood, earned her college degree, and published a successful novel,
all of which has opened the doors to a world of learned interlocutors and richly furnished
salons. Both women are pushing against the walls of a prison that would have seen them living
a life of misery, ignorance, and submission. They are afloat on the great sea of opportunities
that opened up for women during the 1970s. And yet, they are still very much bound to each
other in a book that “shows off Ferrante’s strong storytelling ability and will leave readers
eager for the final volume of the series” (Library Journal). “One of modern fiction’s richest
portraits of a friendship.” —NPR
Like few other works of contemporary literature, Elena Ferrante’s Neapolitan novels found an
audience of passionate and engaged readers around the world. Inspired by Ferrante’s intense
depiction of female friendship and women’s intellectual lives, four critics embarked upon a
project that was both work and play: to create a series of epistolary readings of the Neapolitan
Quartet that also develops new ways of reading and thinking together. In a series of
intertwined, original, and daring readings of Ferrante’s work and her fictional world, Sarah
Chihaya, Merve Emre, Katherine Hill, and Jill Richards strike a tone at once critical and
personal, achieving a way of talking about literature that falls between the seminar and the
book club. Their letters make visible the slow, fractured, and creative accretion of ideas that
underwrites all literary criticism and also illuminate the authors’ lives outside the academy. The
Ferrante Letters offers an improvisational, collaborative, and cumulative model for reading and
writing with others, proposing a new method the authors call collective criticism. A book for
fans of Ferrante and for literary scholars seeking fresh modes of intellectual exchange, The
Ferrante Letters offers incisive criticism, insouciant riffs, and the pleasure of giving oneself over
to an extended conversation about fiction with friends.
In 2001, Vanity Fair declared that the Age of Irony was over. Joan Didion has lamented that
the United States in the era of Barack Obama has become an "irony-free zone." Jonathan Lear
in his 2006 book Radical Hope looked into America’s heart to ask how might we dispose
ourselves if we came to feel our way of life was coming to an end. Here, he mobilizes a squad
of philosophers and a psychoanalyst to once again forge a radical way forward, by arguing that
no genuinely human life is possible without irony. Becoming human should not be taken for
granted, Lear writes. It is something we accomplish, something we get the hang of, and like
Kierkegaard and Plato, Lear claims that irony is one of the essential tools we use to do this.
For Lear and the participants in his Socratic dialogue, irony is not about being cool and
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detached like a player in a Woody Allen film. That, as Johannes Climacus, one of
Kierkegaard’s pseudonymous authors, puts it, “is something only assistant professors
assume.” Instead, it is a renewed commitment to living seriously, to experiencing every
disruption that shakes us out of our habitual ways of tuning out of life, with all its vicissitudes.
While many over the centuries have argued differently, Lear claims that our feelings and
desires tend toward order, a structure that irony shakes us into seeing. Lear’s exchanges with
his interlocutors strengthen his claims, while his experiences as a practicing psychoanalyst
bring an emotionally gripping dimension to what is at stake—the psychic costs and benefits of
living with irony.
This book invites readers into Elena Ferrante’s workshop. It offers a glimpse into the drawers
of her writing desk, those drawers from which emerged her three early standalone novels and
the four installments of My Brilliant Friend, known in English as the Neapolitan Quartet.
Consisting of over twenty years of letters, essays, reflections, and interviews, it is a unique
depiction of an author who embodies a consummate passion for writing. In these pages
Ferrante answers many of her readers’ questions. She addresses her choice to stand aside
and let her books live autonomous lives. She discusses her thoughts and concerns as her
novels are being adapted into films. She talks about the challenge of finding concise answers
to interview questions. She explains the joys and the struggles of writing, the anguish of
composing a story only to discover that it isn’t good enough for publication. She contemplates
her relationship with psychoanalysis, with the cities she has lived in, with motherhood, with
feminism, and with her childhood as a storehouse of memories, material, and stories. The
result is a vibrant and intimate selfportrait of a writer at work.
“One of the best Italian novels of the year” in a pitch-perfect rendering in English by Ann
Goldstein, Elena Ferrante’s translator (Huffington Post, Italy). Winner of the Campiello Prize A
2019 Best Book of the Year (The Washington Post Kirkus Reviews Dallas Morning News) Told
with an immediacy and a rare expressive intensity that has earned it countless adoring readers
and one of Italy’s most prestigious literary prizes, A Girl Returned is a powerful novel rendered
with sensitivity and verve by Ann Goldstein, translator of the works of Elena Ferrante. Set
against the stark, beautiful landscape of Abruzzo in central Italy, this is a compelling story
about mothers and daughters, about responsibility, siblings, and caregiving. Without warning or
explanation, an unnamed thirteen-year-old girl is sent away from the family she has always
thought of as hers to live with her birth family: a large, chaotic assortment of individuals whom
she has never met and who seem anything but welcoming. Thus begins a new life, one of
struggle, tension, and conflict, especially between the young girl and her mother. But in her
relationship with Adriana and Vincenzo, two of her newly acquired siblings, she will find the
strength to start again and to build a new and enduring sense of self. “An achingly beautiful
book, and an utterly devastating one.” —Minneapolis Star Tribune “Di Pietrantonio [has a] lively
way with a phrase (the translator, Ann Goldstein, shows the same sensitivity she does with
Elena Ferrante) [and] a fine instinct for detail.” ?The Washington Post “A gripping, deeply
moving coming-of-age novel; immensely readable, beautifully written, and highly
recommended.” ?Kirkus Reviews (starred review) “Captivating.” —The Economist
The Story of the Lost Child is the long-awaited fourth volume in the Neapolitan novels (My
Brilliant Friend, The Story of a New Name, Those Who Leave and Those Who Stay). The
quartet traces the friendship between Elena and Lila, from their childhood in a poor
neighbourhood in Naples, to their thirties, when both women are mothers but each has chosen
a different path. Their lives are still inextricably linked, for better or worse, especially when it
comes to the drama of a lost child. Elena Ferrante was born in Naples. She is the author of
seven novels: The Days of Abandonment, Troubling Love, The Lost Daughter, and the quartet
of Neapolitan novels: My Brilliant Friend, The Story of a New Name, Those Who Leave and
Those Who Stay, and The Story of the Lost Child. Frantugmalia, a selection of interviews,
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letters and occasional writings by Ferrante, will be published in 2016. She is one of Italy’s
most acclaimed authors. Ann Goldstein has translated all of Elena Ferrante’s work. She is an
editor at the New Yorker and a recipient of the PEN Renato Poggioli Translation Prize. Praise
for Ferrante and the Neapolitan novels ‘[Ferrante’s] charting of the rivalries and sheer
inscrutability of female friendship is raw. This is high stakes, subversive literature.’ Sunday
Telegraph ‘Ferrante is an expert above all at the rhythm of plotting...Whether it’s work, family,
friends or sex–and Ferrante, perhaps thanks to her anonymity as an author, is blisteringly good
on bad sex–our greatest mistakes in life aren’t isolated acts; we rehearse them over and over
until we get them as badly wrong as we can.’ Independent ‘Great novels are intelligent far
beyond the powers of any character or writer or individual reader, as are great friendships, in
their way. These wonderful books sit at the heart of that mystery, with the warmth and power of
both.’ Harper’s ‘Elena Ferrante is one of the great novelists of our time. Her voice is
passionate, her view sweeping and her gaze basilisk...In these bold, gorgeous, relentless
novels, Ferrante traces the deep connections between the political and the domestic. This is a
new version of the way we live now—one we need, one told brilliantly, by a woman.’ New York
Times Sunday Book Review ‘When I read [the Neapolitan novels] I find that I never want to
stop. I feel vexed by the obstacles—my job, or acquaintances on the subway—that threaten to
keep me apart from the books. I mourn separations (a year until the next one—how?). I am
propelled by a ravenous will to keep going.’ New Yorker ‘The best thing I’ve read this year,
far and away...She puts most other writing at the moment in the shade. She’s marvellous.’
Richard Flanagan ‘The Neapolitan series stands as a testament to the ability of great literature
to challenge, flummox, enrage and excite as it entertains.’ Sydney Morning Herald ‘The depth
of perception Ms. Ferrante shows about her character’s conflicts and psychological states is
astonishing...Her novels ring so true and are written with such empathy that they sound
confessional.’ Wall Street Journal ‘The older you get, the harder it is to recapture the
intoxicating sense of discovery that comes when you first read George Eliot, Nabokov, Tolstoy
or Colette. But this year it came again when I read Elena Ferrante’s remarkable Neapolitan
novels.’ Jane Shilling, New Statesman ‘There is nothing remotely tiring or trying about the
experience of reading the Neapolitan novels, which I, and a great many others, now rank
among our greatest book-related pleasures...it is writing that holds honesty dear.’ Weekend
Australian ‘Dickens gave working people a voice. Ferrante, whoever she might be, presents a
new paradigm for being female in the world...Ferrante’s great literary creations, Lenu and Lila,
have the same emotional weight as Anne in Persuasion, Jo in Little Women, Maggie in The
Mill on the Floss, Jane in Jane Eyre.’ Helen Elliott in the Monthly ‘This stunning conclusion
further solidifies the Neapolitan novels as Ferrante’s masterpiece and guarantees that this
reclusive author will remain far from obscure for years to come.’ Publishers Weekly ‘The
Neapolitan novels are smart, thoughtful, serious literature. At the same time, they are violent,
suspenseful soap operas populated with a vivid cast of scheming characters...Ferrante’s
novels are deeply personal and intimate, getting to the very heart of what it means to be a
woman, a friend, a daughter, a mother.’ Debrief Daily ‘Shattering and enthralling, intimate and
vicious...The Neapolitan Novels are the kind of books that swallow me whole. As soon as I pick
one up, I don’t want to breathe or move lest I break the spell...The Neapolitan Novels are
among the most important in my reading life. I can’t recommend them highly enough.’
Readings ‘Ferrante captures the complexities of women, friendship and motherhood in ways
that make your heart soar and ache in equal measures. If you haven’t already, treat yourself to
this series.’ ELLE Australia ‘[Ferrante’s] Neapolitan novels contain real life – recognisable
anxiety, joy, love and heartbreak. This is an incredibly difficult feat to achieve in the first place,
let alone sustain, over four books. We will be talking about Elena and Lila for years to come.’
Sydney Morning Herald ‘There's a bright, sinewy humanness to Ferrante’s writing that is so
alive it's alarming...The Story of the Lost Child is a full emotional experience, and a fitting end
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to a huge, arresting series.’ New Zealand Listener ‘I was one of the many who wept and
wondered over Elena Ferrante’s The Story of the Lost Child. I plan to re-read the entire series
soon.’ Favourite Feminist Reads from 2016, Feminist Writers Festival
This book is the first dedicated volume of academic analysis on the monumental work of Elena
Ferrante, Italy's most well-known contemporary writer. The Works of Elena Ferrante:
Reconfiguring the Margins brings together the most exciting and innovative research on
Ferrante's treatment of the intricacies of women's lives, relationships, struggles, and dilemmas
to explore feminist theory in literature; questions of gender in twentieth-century Italy; and the
psychological and material elements of marriage, motherhood, and divorce. Including an
interview from Ann Goldstein, this volume goes beyond "Ferrante fever" to reveal the
complexity and richness of a remarkable oeuvre.

A “beautifully written” dark fable from a doll’s point of view—by the New York
Times–bestselling author of The Lost Daughter and the Neapolitan Novels (The
Washington Post). One of NPR’s Best Books of the Year. Readers of Elena
Ferrante’s The Lost Daughter may recall the little doll—lost or stolen—around
which that novel revolves. Here, Ferrante retells the tale from the doll’s
perspective. Celina is having a terrible night, one full of jealousy for the new
kitten, Minù; feelings of abandonment and sadness; misadventures at the hands
of the beach attendant; and dark dreams. But she will be happily found by Mati,
her child, once the sun rises . . . “Everyone should read anything with Ferrante’s
name on it.” —The Boston Globe
Each of the two novellas is narrated by a young woman who is in some way
betrayed by, or the betrayer of, romantic love.
The Lost DaughterEuropa Editions
'Bold and powerful, filled with emotion, tension and vivid characters in a setting
that is rich in historical detail' Kate Furnivall A Russian princess. An extraordinary
sacrifice. A captivating secret... From the author of The Secret Wife, a gripping
journey through decades and across continents, of love, devastating loss and
courage against all odds. 1918 With the country they once ruled turned against
them, the future of Russia's imperial family hangs in the balance. When middle
daughter Maria Romanova captivates two of the guards, it will lead to a fateful
choice between right and wrong. Fifty-five years later . . . Val rushes to her
father's side when she hears of his troubling end-of-life confession: 'I didn't want
to kill her.' As she unravels the secrets behind her mother's disappearance when
she was twelve years old, she finds herself caught up in one of the world's
greatest mysteries. Readers adore the novels of Gill Paul: 'A brilliantly emotional
read' Woman's Own 'As rich in historical detail as it is captivating ****' Heat 'One
of my favourite books of this year. Fascinating, glamorous and utterly
compelling... historical fiction at its best' Tracy Rees, author of The Hourglass 'A
marvellous, perfect read' The Sun 'Cleverly crafted and enthralling. A triumph'
Dinah Jeffries 'A wonderful book. Loved the seamless blend of fact and fiction'
Kathryn Hughes 'Compelling and full of surprises ****' The Lady 'This engrossing,
heart-wrenching novel moves between the decades, combining history with
fiction to portray the tragic events of the Russian Revolution' Sunday Express
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'Riveting! I thoroughly enjoyed this intriguing tale of friendship and betrayal'
Rosanna Ley 'With superb story-telling and a lush backdrop of period detail...a
novel that is impossible to put down, abouttwo women who are impossible to
forget. I loved it!' Hazel Gaynor 'I devoured Another Woman's Husband in a few
days. This has bestseller written all over it' Louise Beech 'With seamless ease
Gill evokes the events and characters of two eras...with great verve and a
smattering of delicious fictional licence. Delightful' Liz Trenow 'Gill Paul has taken
two of the twentieth century's most enigmatic women, one revered, the other
reviled, and woven them into a deft story of friendship and betrayal' Kate Riordan
“Fifty-one columns, short in length but long on wisdom” from the bestselling
author of My Brilliant Friend, an HBO original series (Minneapolis Star-Tribune).
Collected here for the first time are the seeds of future novels, the timely
reflections of this internationally beloved storyteller, the abiding preoccupations of
a writer who has been called “one of the great novelists of our time” (The New
York Times). “This is my last column, after a year that has scared and inspired
me . . . I have written as an author of novels, taking on matters that are important
to me and that—if I have the will and the time—I’d like to develop within real
narrative mechanisms.” With these words, Elena Ferrante bid farewell to her
year-long collaboration with the Guardian newspaper. For a full year, she wrote
weekly articles, the subjects of which had been suggested by Guardian editors,
making the writing process a sort of prolonged interlocution. The subjects ranged
from first love to climate change, from enmity among women to the experience of
seeing her novels adapted for film and TV. Translated by Ann Goldstein, the
acclaimed translator of Ferrante’s novels, and accompanied by Andrea Ucini’s
intelligent, witty, and beautiful illustrations, this volume is a must for all curious
readers. “A masterclass in style: direct and clear and all the more resonant for
it.” —The Saturday Paper “If you are interested in the experience of having a
drink with the author and listening to her muse on various subjects . . . here’s
your answer.” —Vulture
? ?????? ?????? ??? ? ???????? ?? ????? ???? ?? ??? ???? ????? ?? ????
??????? England, 2001. Elizabeth has always suspected her mother habours a
secret from her time as a young woman in Nazi Germany. But her mother,
suffering from dementia, is lost to her now. When Elizabeth stumbles across a
Nazi certificate amongst her parent’s paperwork, it forces her to question the
very foundations of her 1950s childhood and her first love; a childhood, she now
realises, was built on lies. Elizabeth’s quest to find the truth leads her to
Germany where she’s met with a wall of silence. She knows that beyond this
wall, is the truth, a truth that exists deep within the dark and twisted soul of
Hitler’s Germany. Germany, 1944. 18-year-old Hannah, beautiful and naive,
volunteers to work in a home for evacuated children. But Doctor Fick, a loyal
Nazi, decrees that there’s a better way for Hannah to serve the Fatherland.
Drawn further into the doctor’s distorted world, Hannah only realises what’s
expected of her when it’s too late. Confronted with evil, Hannah makes an
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impossible choice, a choice that will reverberate down the generations… Historical
fiction with heart and drama.
A young woman comes of age in the early 1970s in Roanoke, Virginia, amidst a
mother obsessed with status and wealth, a minister father who keeps changing
his spiritual disciplines and a friend obsessed with becoming a Playboy Bunny.
By the author of Suicide Blonde. Original. 15,000 first printing.
A woman steps over the line into the unthinkable in this brilliant, powerful, and
unforgettable new novel by the author of The Lovely Bones and Lucky. For years
Helen Knightly has given her life to others: to her haunted mother, to her
enigmatic father, to her husband and now grown children. When she finally
crosses a terrible boundary, her life comes rushing in at her in a way she never
could have imagined. Unfolding over the next twenty-four hours, this searing, fastpaced novel explores the complex ties between mothers and daughters, wives
and lovers, the meaning of devotion, and the line between love and hate. It is a
challenging, moving, gripping story, written with the fluidity and strength of voice
that only Alice Sebold can bring to the page.
Here is a dazzling collection from Joan Acocella, one of our most admired cultural
critics: thirty-one essays that consider the life and work of some of the most influential
artists of our time (and two saints: Joan of Arc and Mary Magdalene). Acocella writes
about Primo Levi, Holocaust survivor and chemist, who wrote the classic memoir,
Survival in Auschwitz; M.F.K. Fisher who, numb with grief over her husband’s suicide,
dictated the witty and classic How to Cook a Wolf; and many other subjects, including
Dorothy Parker, Mikhail Baryshnikov, and Saul Bellow. Twenty-Eight Artists and Two
Saints is indispensable reading on the making of art—and the courage, perseverance,
and, sometimes, dumb luck that it requires.
2015 Washington Post Notable Book The Complete Works of Primo Levi, which
includes seminal works like If This Is a Man and The Periodic Table, finally gathers all
fourteen of Levi’s books—memoirs, essays, poetry, commentary, and fiction—into three
slipcased volumes. Primo Levi, the Italian-born chemist once described by Philip Roth
as that “quicksilver little woodland creature enlivened by the forest’s most astute
intelligence,” has largely been considered a heroic figure in the annals of twentiethcentury literature for If This Is a Man, his haunting account of Auschwitz. Yet Levi’s
body of work extends considerably beyond his experience as a survivor. Now, the
transformation of Levi from Holocaust memoirist to one of the twentieth century’s
greatest writers culminates in this publication of The Complete Works of Primo Levi.
This magisterial collection finally gathers all of Levi’s fourteen books—memoirs, essays,
poetry, and fiction—into three slip-cased volumes. Thirteen of the books feature new
translations, and the other is newly revised by the original translator. Nobel laureate
Toni Morrison introduces Levi’s writing as a “triumph of human identity and worth over
the pathology of human destruction.” The appearance of this historic publication will
occasion a major reappraisal of “one of the most valuable writers of our time” (Alfred
Kazin). The Complete Works of Primo Levi features all new translations of: The
Periodic Table, The Drowned and the Saved, The Truce, Natural Histories, Flaw of
Form, The Wrench, Lilith, Other People’s Trades, and If Not Now, When?—as well as
all of Levi’s poems, essays, and other nonfiction work, some of which have never
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appeared before in English.
Rarely have the foundations upon which our ideas of motherhood and womanhood rest
been so candidly questioned. This compelling novel tells the story of one woman’s
headlong descent into what she calls an ‘absence of sense’ after being abandoned by
her husband. Olga’s ‘days of abandonment’ become a desperate, dangerous freefall
into the darkest places of the soul as she roams the empty streets of a city that she has
never learned to love. When she finds herself trapped inside the four walls of her
apartment in the middle of a summer heat wave, Olga is forced to confront her ghosts,
the potential loss of her own identity, and the possibility that life may never return to
normal again. Elena Ferrante was born in Naples. She is the author of seven novels:
The Days of Abandonment, Troubling Love, The Lost Daughter, and the quartet of
Neapolitan Novels: My Brilliant Friend, The Story of a New Name, Those Who Leave
and Those Who Stay, and The Story of the Lost Child. Fragments, a selection of
interviews, letters and occasional writings by Ferrante, will be published in early 2016.
She is one of Italy’s most acclaimed authors. Ann Goldstein has translated all of Elena
Ferrante’s work. She is an editor at the New Yorker and a recipient of the PEN Renato
Poggioli Translation Award. ‘Her novels are intensely, violently personal, and because
of this they seem to dangle bristling key chains of confession before the unsuspecting
reader.’ New Yorker ‘Everything Olga encounters becomes part of her pattern of
thinking, and is accommodated as though it had always existed. This, rather than any
graphic ‘candour’, is what makes Ferrante’s writing extraordinary.’ London Review
‘Ferrante puts hammer to flesh and invites her reader to penetrate the page.’ Financial
Times ‘Every now and again, an author comes along who dares to remind us that the
very pain of abandonment can ratchet us back a few evolutionary notches, knock us to
the ground and leave us crawling, babbling like beasts.’ San Diego Union-Tribune ‘If
that’s not a great literary novel, I don’t know what is.’ Elle ‘Ferrante is unflinching in
drawing a mental landscape that is irrational and cruel...She writes like a rampage, her
truth telling implacable and her fury kinetic. The tension in the pages is almost
unbearable. The book is a startling treatise on how to stay alive when your world falls
apart.’ New Zealand Listener
Leading art critic explores the connections between art’s past and present
Contemporary art sometimes pretends to have made a clean break with history. In The
Perpetual Guest, poet and critic Barry Schwabsky demonstrates that any robust
understanding of art’s present must also account for the ongoing life and changing
fortunes of its past. Surveying the art world of recent decades, Schwabsky attends not
only to its most significant newer faces—among them, Kara Walker, Thomas Hirschhorn,
Ai Weiwei, Chris Ofili, and Lorna Simpson—but their forebears as well, both near (Jeff
Wall, Nancy Spero, Dan Graham, Cindy Sherman) and more distant (Velázquez,
Manet, Matisse, and the portraitists of the Renaissance). Schwabsky’s rich and subtle
contributions illuminate art’s present moment in all its complexity: shot through with
determinations produced by centuries of interwoven traditions, but no less open-ended
for it.
Following her mother’s untimely and mysterious death, Delia embarks on a voyage of
discovery through the streets of her native Naples searching for the truth about her
family. Reality is buried somewhere in the fertile soil of memory, and Delia is
determined to find it. This stylish fiction is set in a beguiling but often hostile Naples,
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whose chaotic, suffocating streets become one of the book’s central motifs. A story
about mothers and daughters, and the complicated knot of lies and emotions that binds
them. Elena Ferrante was born in Naples. She is the author of seven novels: The Days
of Abandonment, Troubling Love, The Lost Daughter, and the quartet of Neapolitan
Novels: My Brilliant Friend, The Story of a New Name, Those Who Leave and Those
Who Stay, and The Story of the Lost Child. Fragments, a selection of interviews, letters
and occasional writings by Ferrante, will be published in early 2016. She is one of
Italy’s most acclaimed authors. Ann Goldstein has translated all of Elena Ferrante’s
work. She is an editor at the New Yorker and a recipient of the PEN Renato Poggioli
Translation Award. ‘Ferrante’s polished language belies the rawness of her imagery,
which conveys perversity, violence, and bodily functions in ripe detail.’ New Yorker
‘It’s the first time a novel ever made me get physical, and it was the first good mood
I’d been in for weeks.’ New York Times ‘Like Joyce’s Ulysses, this journey draws
vigorously on its cityscape. Naples is one of those sun-drenched spooky cities,
thrumming with life and populated by ghosts, spastic with impermeable local culture.’
Time Out New York ‘A brutally frank tale about the dangerous intersection of rage and
desire.’ Booklist ‘Both The Days of Abandonment and Troubling Love are tour de
forces, and harrowing tours of a feminine psyche under siege. They both confirm
Ferrante’s reputation as one of Italy’s best contemporary novelists.’ Seattle Times
‘There is an increasingly hallucinatory quality to the prose, a vulgarity and
grotesqueness, too. Ferrante’s novels are regarded as brilliant. Gritty and confronting,
they are about an underbelly of southern Italy tourists rarely see.’ New Zealand Herald
‘Ferrante’s uncompromising directness and her unflinching gaze cannot be faulted.’
Age/Sydney Morning Herald ‘The most erratic of the three novellas, its unhinged,
broken quality matching the psyche of both Delia and her mother, whose violent history
is hinted at in the character of a half-drawn child...It’s brave to write a protagonist who
at turns shames and exalts her mother with such cruelty and tenderness.’ New
Zealand Listener
WINNER OF A NATIONAL JEWISH BOOK AWARD A USA TODAY BESTSELLER "A
gifted writer, astonishingly adept at nuance, narration, and the politics of passion."—Toni
Morrison Set in London of the 1660s and of the early twenty-first century, The Weight of
Ink is the interwoven tale of two women of remarkable intellect: Ester Velasquez, an
emigrant from Amsterdam who is permitted to scribe for a blind rabbi, just before the
plague hits the city; and Helen Watt, an ailing historian with a love of Jewish history.
When Helen is summoned by a former student to view a cache of newly discovered
seventeenth-century Jewish documents, she enlists the help of Aaron Levy, an
American graduate student as impatient as he is charming, and embarks on one last
project: to determine the identity of the documents' scribe, the elusive "Aleph."
Electrifying and ambitious, The Weight of Ink is about women separated by
centuries—and the choices and sacrifices they must make in order to reconcile the life of
the heart and mind.
Curious Attractions: Essays on Fiction Writing is a book about what makes fiction work.
In nine entertaining and instructive essays, novelist and master teacher Debra Spark
pursues key questions that face both aspiring and accomplished writers, including: How
does a writer find inspiration? What makes a story's closing line resonate? How can a
writer "get" style? Where should an author "stand" in relation to his or her characters?
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While the book will have immediate appeal for students of writing, it will also be of
interest to general readers for its in-depth reading of contemporary fiction and for its
take on important issues of the day: Should writers try to be more uplifting? How is
emotion best conveyed in fiction? Why are serious writers in North America wedded to
the realist tradition? When she was only twenty-three, Debra Spark's best-selling
anthology 20 Under 30 introduced readers to some of today's best writers, including
David Leavitt, Susan Minot, Lorrie Moore, Ann Patchett, and Mona Simpson. Almost
twenty years later, Spark brings this same keen critical eye to Curious Attractions,
discussing a broad range of authors from multiple genres and generations. A collection
of essays in the belles-lettres tradition, Curious Attractions offers lively and instructive
discussions of craft flavored with autobiographical reflections and commentary on world
events. Throughout, Spark's voice is warm, articulate, and engaging as it provides
valuable insights to readers and writers alike.
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