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Energy prices in the GCC countries are low by international standards. These low
prices have co-existed with rapid economic development in the region over the
past 50 years, but the costs of this policy have also risen in terms of very high
energy usage per capita. Providing energy at low prices has also effectively
absorbed resources that could otherwise have been invested in human and
physical capital or saved for future generations. The implicit cost of low energy
prices in the GCC, in terms of foregone revenue, is estimated to be around 5
percent of GDP (about 8 percent of non-oil GDP) this year. GCC countries have
been embarking on energy price reform in recent years. The recent decision of
the UAE to remove fuel subsidies is an important initiative. Nevertheless, energy
prices are generally still below international levels and differ substantially across
the GCC countries. In most countries, further steps are needed to raise energy
prices to reduce the growth in energy consumption and to support the fiscal
adjustment that is necessary in the current lower oil price environment. Evidence
in this paper suggests the inflationary impact of higher energy prices in the GCC
is likely to be small, and while there may be some adverse effect on growth in the
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near-term, over the longer-term the growth benefits should be positive. Given the
low weight of energy products in the CPI, first round effects of higher energy
prices should be limited, while well anchored inflation expectations should help
prevent second-round effects. On growth, a gradual increase in energy prices
should have a manageable impact on industrial activity, although energy
intensive industries will be adversely affected and will need to adjust. In the
longer-term energy price reforms could generate significant permanent real
income gains for the economy as a whole. More broadly, international
experiences suggest that the likelihood of success with energy price reforms
increases if the reforms are:
This volume comprises two separate papers on key structural aspects of the
reform process in the Gulf Cooperation Council countries. The first paper
addresses issues related to financial intermediation and reform in the context of
the evolving economic environment in the GCC countries. The second discusses
the labor market challenges and policy issues in the GCC countries and their
implications for the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) region.
The Arab world has engaged in public relations for thousands of years, and the
public relations literature provides multiple examples extending from ancient
times. However, modern public relations is much more vaguely defined. This is
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partly because the research surrounding public relations practice in the Middle
East remains sparse, especially in the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) countries.
This book presents a clear picture of contemporary PR practice in this region,
providing a background on the evolution of public relations in each GCC country.
It shows how environmental factors (historical, cultural, socio-political, and
economic) influence practice in the region. It also contributes to public relations
scholarship, education, and practice worldwide by providing new perspectives to
those unfamiliar with its practice in this region. This book will benefit scholars and
practitioners alike through its informed analysis of the strengths and weaknesses
of practice in the GCC countries, as well as being of great benefit to the
development of professional practice in the region.
An original and empirically grounded analysis of the Gulf monarchies and their
role in shaping the political economy of the Middle East.
This book examines the foreign policies of the GCC countries six years after the
Arab uprisings, in terms of drivers, narratives, actions and outcomes, paying
particular attention to Middle Eastern countries, Iran and Western international
powers. The assessment focuses on current affairs, but also contributes to
establishing a productive link between empirical studies and the existing
theoretical frameworks that help explain the increasing foreign policy activism of
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the GCC countries. All in all, the articles collected in this book shed light on and
provide a more solid and fine-grained understanding of how regional powers like
Saudi Arabia, as well as the other smaller GCC countries, act and pursue their
interests in an environment full of uncertainty, in the context of changing regional
and global dynamics and power distribution. The book brings together the articles
published in a Special Issue of the International Spectator.
The Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC), made up of six monarchies geographically
adjacent within the Arabian Gulf area, invited both the Hashemite Kingdom of
Jordan and the Kingdom of Morocco into its organization in May 2011. The timing
coincided with the anti-government uprisings in a number of Arab countries
including several GCC countries. As the GCC has never previously opened itself
up to additional members, the invitations seem to tie themselves to other than
economic issues. There are fundamental economic differences between the two
invitees and the GCC founding members, but there are two significant
similarities; both invitees are Arab monarchies and both have Sunni Islam
predominance. Looking at this development from the Religious, Diplomatic,
Information, Military, and Economic (R-DIME) instruments of national power of
these eight countries, what is the impact of the addition of the two countries for
the United States based on how the two invitees and the GCC can integrate with
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each other?
An investigation into the labor force in the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC)
countries primarily focusing on labor migration and remittances. The GCC
countries have the highest share of foreign labor in the world. The authors
examine the multidimensional aspects of such a large foreign population.
The Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) is a political and economic union of Arab
states, namely Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the Unites Arab
Emirates. The GCC was formed in 1981 to strengthen the members’ economic,
social and political ties by harmonizing regulations in various fields including
economy, finance, trade and customs. The region extends over a territory of 2
673 108 km2 and is home to about 50 million people. The common denominators
of the GCC countries are limited natural fertile land, scarce water resources and
harsh climate. Depending on the country, the agriculture sector may use as much
as 75 percent of the national available water resources. This has enormous
environmental costs and significantly affects the sustainability of overall
development in the Arabian Peninsula.According to Al-Rashed and Sherif (2000),
the lack of renewable water resources is one of the critical constraints to
sustainable development in the GCC countries. Rainfall in the Arabian Peninsula
is scarce and infrequent. Over-exploitation of fossil groundwater resources,
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mostly to meet irrigation demands and create greenery lands, has already
affected the productivity of aquifers, both quantitatively and qualitatively, despite
the fact that much of the freshwater demand in the GCC countries is already
covered using desalinated water. Reducing water consumption and increasing
water efficiency are essential to enhancing agriculture and moving towards
increased self-sufficiency with the production of high-quality, safe and diversified
foods in the GCC countries. Exploiting the full potential of protected agriculture
should save significant amounts of water, which can be used not only for
agriculture but for other needs as well.
As undiversified commodity exporters, GCC economies are prone to pro-cyclical systemic risk
in the financial system. During periods of high hydrocarbon prices, favorable economic
prospects make the financial sector keen to lend, leading to higher domestic credit growth and
easier access to external financing. Fiscal policy is a very important tool for macroeconomic
management, but due to the significant time lags and expenditure rigidities, it has not been a
flexible enough tool to prevent credit booms and the build-up of systemic risk in the GCC. This,
together with limited monetary policy independence because of the pegged exchange rate,
means that macro-prudential policy has a particularly important role in limiting systemic risk in
the financial system. This importance is reinforced by the underdeveloped financial markets in
the region that provide limited risk management tools and shortcomings in crisis resolution
frameworks. This paper will discuss the importance of macro-prudential policy in the GCC
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countries, look at the experience with macro-prudential policies in the boom/bust cycle in the
second half of the 2000s, and use the broad frameworks being developed in the Fund and
elsewhere to discuss ways existing frameworks and policy toolkits in the region can be
strengthened given the characteristics of the GCC economies.
"This book provides an analysis of the structural strengths and weaknesses of the Gulf stock
markets and the appropriateness of policies implemented. It examines the effect of the 2006
correction on financial stability and economic growth and explains the differences in
performance of some regional markets. This research integrates for the first time under a
homogenous methodology the systematic analysis of all stock markets in the Gulf, identifies
common trends and causes for differential behaviour and constitutes a key contribution toward
the understanding of the functioning of the Gulf stock exchanges by domestic and foreign
investors."--BOOK JACKET.
Assessing the six GCC countries as they face an uncertain future All of the GCC
countries--Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, and the United Arab Emirates--are
undergoing historic socio-economic transitions. They are facing enormous strains on public
finances and challenging economic outlooks, due to fluctuating oil prices, demographic
pressures, high unemployment rates, and a lack of economic diversification. These countries
also are likely to feel the rising impact of climate change, and global policies to deal with it,
over the coming decades. In addition, seemingly unstoppable shifts in the long-standing
international order, notably the rise of China and uncertainties about U.S. leadership, have
potentially serious implications for the Middle East and beyond. This policy-oriented book of
essays by noted scholars and experts considers the key trends shaping Gulf Cooperation
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Council (GCC) countries, ranging from the COVID-19 pandemic, to climate change, economic
disruptions, demographics and other domestic concerns, and shifts in the global order. The
book's chapters address such questions as: How will global megatrends impact the GCC? How
can GCC states adjust and diversify their economies to meet the dual challenges of fluctuating
oil prices and climate change? How can these states adjust their labor markets to absorb and
support women and youth? How will inter GCC disagreements impact the region moving
forward? And how will GCC relations with international actors shift in the coming years? This
timely book, with its comprehensive analyses and policy recommendations, will be of interest
to a wide range of readers interested in the GCC region, including policymakers, academics,
and researchers at think tanks and nongovernmental organizations.
Domestic workers play an imperative role in the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) countries'
households. It is rare to find a household without a domestic worker in the GCC. However,
domestic workers are more vulnerable because they are usually excluded from the protections
offered in labor laws and live inside of the household. Furthermore, the demand for domestic
workers will likely increase rather than decrease due to the growing number of women
participating in the job market and the growing age of GCC citizens. This dissertation reviews
domestic worker laws that were adopted by the GCC countries taking into account these
vulnerabilities. Different GCC countries have been working on improving the conditions for
domestic workers in their states by adopting laws and regulations. The issue of domestic
workers in the GCC is a complex matter with socio-economical, cultural, and legal implications
that need to be contextualized in light of the history of the sponsorship system in the GCC.
This dissertation looks into the best practices adopted by some countries in the GCC that are
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worth spreading to other GCC countries and addresses critiques from human rights
organizations to improve the situation for domestic workers.Taking into account domestic
workers vulnerabilities, this dissertation shows that abolishing the sponsorship system-as
human rights organizations advocate-would cause problems as it would create more
vulnerabilities for workers and increase resistance from employers. Moreover, the concept of
sponsorship is deeply ingrained in conceptions of obligations owed between migrant domestic
workers and employers in the Gulf region. This dissertation argues that the concept of
sponsorship should be reformed rather than abolished by shifting the sponsorship system from
individual employers to the state and a regional recruitment body.This dissertation proposes
creating a unified contract for domestic workers heading to GCC countries and also proposes a
unified law for domestic workers in all GCC countries. The dissertation proposes establishment
of a GCC body to handle the recruitment of migrant domestic workers heading to the GCC
countries, which will be beneficial for the well-being of workers and address the attacks on the
GCC regarding the sponsorship system.
Modern development and traditional aspects of the GCC countries-Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman,
Qatar, Saudi Arabia and U.A.E.
This book provides a comprehensive assessment of the various dimensions of the relationship
between the European Union and the Gulf Cooperation Council, and highlights how relations
are yet to reach their full potential. Despite both parties sharing a number of common interests,
including trade, energy, climate change, security and cultural cooperation, the multilateral
cooperation framework remains limited, with most engagement taking place bilaterally,
between individual European and GCC countries. The book reassesses the potential and
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prospects for the EU’s engagement with GCC countries based on the recalibration and
reconciliation of both parties’ national and regional interests. Taking a thematic approach,
each of the three sections of the book examines a key dimension of the relationship, its current
status and its path forward.
The already sluggish global recovery has suffered new setbacks and uncertainty weighs
heavily on prospects. The euro area crisis intensified in the first half of 2012 and growth has
slowed across the globe, reflecting financial market tensions, extensive fiscal tightening in
many countries, and high uncertainty about medium-term prospects. Activity is forecast to
remain tepid and bumpy, with a further escalation of the euro-area crisis or a failure to avoid
the “fiscal cliff” in the United States entailing significant downside risk.
Foreign Relations of the GCC CountriesShifting Global and Regional DynamicsRoutledge
This book delves into the climate surrounding the economic development of the six Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC) countries, with a spotlight on Qatar given recent political
developments. Since the 1960s, the GCC states have harnessed their potential to exploit the
wealth accrued from the oil boom to build their infrastructure and grow their economies. But,
the high level of dependency on oil as the primary source feeding their Gross Domestic
Product also made their economies volatile and vulnerable to fluctuations in the global oil price.
The decline in oil price and the threat of depletion of this natural resource has presented
subsequent challenges in the economic, environmental and social spheres in the Gulf.
Consequently, the GCC countries have realised the importance of diversifying their economies
following the need to move away from dependency on oil. This book presents a variety of
recommendations for ways in which these states can achieve economic diversification in
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shifting towards a non-hydrocarbon environment and a knowledge economy. With a growing
need for stronger allegiances in this turbulent region, particularly so in the wake of the Qatar
diplomatic crisis, cooperative relations between the GCC countries in economic, socio-cultural,
political and, to a certain extent, military domains have become more pressing. The book
discusses related challenges facing policymakers, investors, and other stakeholders in the
region, and analyses the alliances between the region and its international partners,
specifically Turkey and India.
Global economic activity is gaining momentum. Global growth is forecast at 3.6 percent this
year, and 3.7 percent in 2018, compared to 3.2 percent in 2016. Risks around this forecast are
broadly balanced in the near term, but are skewed to the downside over the medium term. The
more positive global growth environment should support somewhat stronger oil demand. With
inflation in advanced countries remaining subdued, monetary policy is expected to remain
accommodative. GCC countries are continuing to adjust to lower oil prices. Substantial fiscal
consolidation has taken place in most countries, mainly focused on expenditure reduction. This
is necessary, but it has weakened non-oil growth. With the pace of fiscal consolidation set to
slow, non-oil growth is expected to increase to 2.6 percent this year, from 1.8 percent last year.
However, because of lower oil output, overall real GDP growth is projected to slow to 0.5
percent in 2017 from 2.2 percent in 2016. Growth prospects in the medium-term remain
subdued amid relatively low oil prices and geopolitical risks. Policymakers have made a strong
start in adjusting fiscal policy. While the needed pace of fiscal adjustment varies across
countries depending on the fiscal space available, in general countries should continue to
focus on recurrent expenditure rationalization, further energy price reforms, increased non-oil
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revenues, and improved efficiency of capital spending. Fiscal consolidation should be
accompanied by a further improvement in fiscal frameworks and institutions. The direction of
fiscal policy in the GCC is broadly consistent with these recommendations. Policies should
continue to be geared toward managing evolving liquidity situations in the banking system and
supporting the private sector’s access to funding. While countries have made progress in
enhancing their financial policy frameworks, strengthening liquidity forecasting and developing
liquidity management instruments will help banks adjust to a tighter liquidity environment.
Banks generally remain profitable, well capitalized, and liquid, but with growth expected to
remain relatively weak, the monitoring of financial sector vulnerabilities should continue to be
enhanced. Diversification and private sector development will be needed to offset lower
government spending and ensure stronger, sustainable, and inclusive growth. This will require
stepped-up reforms to improve the business climate and reduce the role of the public sector in
the economy through privatization and PPPs. Reforms are needed to increase the incentives
for nationals to work in the private sector and for private sector firms to hire them. Increasing
female participation in the labor market and employment would benefit productivity and growth
across the region. Where fiscal space is available, fiscal policy can be used to support the
structural reforms needed to boost private sector growth and employment.
This paper presents an overview of the unprecedented economic and social transformation
witnessed by the member countries of the Cooperation Council of the Arab States of the Gulf
(GCC)-Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, and the United Arab Emirates-over the
last three decades.
This is the first book to examine challenges in the healthcare sector in the six Gulf Cooperation
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Council (GCC) countries (Saudi Arabia, Oman, the United Arab Emirates, Qatar, Kuwait, and
Bahrain). These countries experienced remarkably swift transformations from small fishing and
pearling communities at the beginning of the twentieth century to wealthy petro-states today.
Their healthcare systems, however, are only now beginning to catch up. Rapid changes to the
population and lifestyles of the GCC states have completely changed—and challenged—the
region’s health profile and infrastructure. While major successes in combatting infectious
diseases and improving standards of primary healthcare are reflected in key health indicators,
new trends have developed; increasingly “lifestyle” or “wealthy country” diseases, such as
diabetes, heart disease, and cancer, have replaced the old maladies. To meet these emerging
healthcare needs, GCC states require highly trained and skilled healthcare workers, an
environment that supports local training, state-of-the-art diagnostic laboratories and hospitals,
research production and dissemination, and knowledge acquisition. They face shortages in
most if not all of these areas. This book provides a comprehensive study of the rapidly
changing health profile of the region, the existing conditions of healthcare systems, and the
challenges posed to healthcare management across the six states of the GCC.
The Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) is comprised of Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi
Arabia and the United Arab Emirates. Possessing a significant share of the world's oil and gas
reserves and including some of the world's fastest growing economies, the GCC is a significant
regional grouping. As with the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), the Council
has made significant progress towards economic integration. Seeking to draw out lessons
applicable to ASEAN, this report looks at the structure and evolution of the GCC. This includes
the context within which the Council was established, its rationale, and economic importance. It
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then follows the organization's development over time, paying particular importance to its
progress from Customs Union and Common Market towards Monetary Union. The report then
sets out the key challenges ahead for the Council, and concludes by highlighting the structural,
organizational, and political lessons that resonate with ASEAN and its membership.
The formation of human capital--the knowledge, skills, and health that people accumulate over
their lifetimes--is critical for the six Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) countries. Human capital
contributes not only to human development and employment but also to the long-term
sustainability of a diversified economic growth model that is knowledge based and private
sector driven. This approach is critical, given that income from oil and gas will eventually
decline and that the nature of work is evolving in response to rapid technological changes, in
turn demanding new skill sets. The GCC governments have demonstrated their strong political
will for this shift: four of them are among the first countries to join the World Bank’s Human
Capital Project—a global effort to improve investments in people as measured by the Human
Capital Index. The GCC countries face four main challenges: • Low levels of basic proficiency
among schoolchildren • A mismatch between education and the labor market • A relatively
high rate of adult mortality and morbidity • A unique labor market , in which wages in the public
sector are more generous than in the private sector and government employment of nationals
is virtually guaranteed To address these challenges, this report outlines four strategies in
a“whole-of-government†? approach: • Investing in high-quality early childhood development •
Preparing healthier, better educated, and skilled youth for the future • Enabling greater adult
labor force participation • Creating an enabling environment for human capital formation These
strategies are based on best practices in other countries and feature some of the GCC
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countries’ plans, including their national “Visions,†? to take their economies and societies
further into the twenty-first century. With the COVID-19 pandemic, the GCC countries face
additional challenges that may worsen some preexisting vulnerabilities and erode human
capital. In response, the GCC governments have taken multiple measures to protect their
populations’ health and their economies. Any country’s decision to reopen its economy needs
to closely consider public health consequences to avoid a resurgence of infections and any
further erosion of its human capital. The COVID-19 crisis underscores that the need to
accelerate and improve investment in human capital has never been greater. Once the GCC
countries return to a “new normal,†? they will be in a position to achieve diversified and
sustainable growth by adopting, and then tailoring, the strategies presented in this report.
How the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) relates to BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India, China, and
South Africa) is, in the light of the growing strength and importance of this organisation and the
countries which comprise it, of critical importance. The GCC countries have fast-growing
economies, and they share some of the attributes and concerns of BRICS countries. The issue
is not simply how the GCC countries handle their relations with the individual BRICS countries,
but more importantly how they relate to an alternative structure of coordination and perhaps
power in the global order. Their established links and alliances may no longer be enough to
satisfy either their economic needs or their security concerns. The objective of this book is to
examine the commonalities and the differences in economic and political interest between the
BRICS countries and the GCC countries, so as to assess the potential for cooperation and
collective action. Whether the GCC could itself become a part of BRICS is also worth
consideration. While the focus is on the GCC, the GCC's relations with BRICS countries have
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been, and will continue to be, closely affected by the wider Gulf dimension--the state of their
relations with Iran and Iraq, and the manner in which BRICS countries relate to those two
countries.
The six member countries of the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC)--Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman,
Qatar, Saudi Arabia, and the United Arab Emirates--have made important progress toward
economic and financial integration, with the aim of establishing an economic and monetary
union. This paper provides a detailed analysis of the economic performance and policies of the
GCC countries during 1990-2002. Drawing on the lessons from the experience of selected
currency and monetary unions in Africa, Europe, and the Caribbean, it assesses the potential
costs and benefits of a common currency for GCC countries and also reviews the options for
implementing a monetary union among these countries.

This book looks at the current state of entrepreneurship development in the Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC) region, consisting of Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar,
Saudi Arabia, and the United Arab Emirates. It is a comprehensive state-of-theart coverage of entrepreneurship and small business management issues,
supported with theoretical discussion and empirical evidence. The book covers
current processes in each country, paving the ways for potential investors,
researchers, academics and professionals to better understand this region. An
outcome of long-lasting endeavour, this book includes contributions from experts
across the Gulf region.
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State-driven investments in art and cultural production in the states of the Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC) are an important part of the search for longer-term
alternatives to the longer-term unsustainability of the hydrocarbon-based
economic development model. They also are an element in the search for soft
power and status, and intersect with the nation-building project. The long-term
planned––and unplanned––effects of such cultural initiatives include a necessary
opening up to a future of unexpected and often undesired cultural encounters,
whether in the classroom, the art gallery, the sports stadium, or the labor office.
As states driven by a desire to raise both their regional and international status,
but needing to satisfy their domestic conservative constituencies, their greatest
test will be their judicious negotiating of the conflicting sociocultural elements of
an increasingly globalized world. This volume offers a comprehensive multidisciplinary analysis of this complex arena and the state of art and cultural
production in these Gulf societies, through original studies on identity formation
and an emerging museology; the aesthetics of censorship; the question of
authenticity; cultural projects as state-driven soft power efforts; the phenomenon
of public art; and artistic engagements with migrant labor communities. The
chapters originally published as a special issue in the Journal of Arabian Studies.
This book examines China’s relations with member states of the Gulf
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Cooperation Council. It highlights the depth of China’s ties with the region
bilaterally and multilaterally on a five-dimensional approach: political relations,
trade relations, energy security, security cooperation, and cultural relations.
This paper investigates the empirical characteristics of business cycles and the
extent of cyclical comovement in the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) countries,
using various measures of synchronization for non-hydrocarbon GDP and
constituents of aggregate demand during the period 1990-2010. By applying the
Christiano-Fitzgerald asymmetric band-pass filter and a mean corrected
concordance index, the paper identifies the degree of non-hydrocarbon business
cycle synchronization?one of the main prerequisites for countries considering to
establish a monetary union. The empirical results show low and heterogeneous
synchronization in non-hydrocarbon business cycles across the GCC economies,
and a decline in the degree of synchronicity in the 2000s, if Kuwait is excluded
from the sample, partly because of divergent fiscal policies.
If there has been a gap in the knowledge of the GCC, this book now fills it. This
volume presents the essential information schematically, with sound comment by
the author, and includes a rich collection of documents.
Given their pegged exchange rate regimes, Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC)
countries usually adjust their policy rates to match shifting U.S. monetary policy.
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This raises the important question of how changes in U.S. monetary policy affect
banks in the GCC. We use bank-level panel data, exploiting variation across
banks within countries, to isolate the impact of changing U.S. interest rates on
GCC banks funding costs, asset rates, and profitability. We find stronger passthrough from U.S. monetary policy to liability rates than to asset rates and bank
profitability, largely reflecting funding structures. In addition, we explore the role
of shifts in the quantity of bank liabilities as policy rates change and the role of
large banks with relatively stable funding costs to explain these findings.
The Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) countries face important policy challenges
and opportunities. This paper covers the economic developments and policies
since 1980; the impact of the GCC's external environment; the medium-term
economic prospects; the broad outlines of a common adjustment and reform
strategy, and the implications of adjustment in the GCC countries on the rest of
the Middle East and North Africa region.
The purpose of this study is to investigate the status of women in leadership
positions (senior executive and management roles) in private companies within
the countries of the Gulf Cooperation Council (i.e., Kingdom of Bahrain, State of
Kuwait, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, Sultanate of Oman, State of Qatar, and United
Arab Emirates). Henceforth in this article we refer to the countries collectively as
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either the Gulf Arab states or the GCC countries, and the countries by their
common or shortened names (e.g., Bahrain, UAE). The study explores where
women are located within the organizations (e.g., as board members, chief
officers, vice presidents, top management, division or unit heads) and analyzes
and compares them by country, business classification, company size, and
ownership. Although we recognize that not all women in the workforce in these
countries are Arab or Muslim, we concentrate our review on the GCC culture and
context because of its impact on gender equality in the business world.
The year 2011 will forever be etched in the annals of Middle Eastern history as the year of
revolutions. Tunisia, Egypt, Libya and Yemen have seen their seemingly impenetrable
autocratic regimes fall one by one while the scene in Syria is still dominated by an atmosphere
of violence and bloodshed and repression. The Arab Spring uprising that has been spreading
across the Middle East has greatly surprised not only the strong-man rulers but also
academics and policymakers who had been caught off guard with the immediate and rapid turn
of events. Nobody had foreseen how the self-immolation of an ordinary man from a small town
in Tunisia could have started the raging conflagration that has now spread like wildfire in the
entire region.
The ‘Arab Spring’ of 2011 has affected the countries of the region to varying degrees,
including the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) members, comprising Saudi Arabia, Kuwait,
Qatar, the United Arab Emirates, Oman and Bahrain. The GCC has become a significant
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regional bloc playing a vital economic and political role far beyond its shores, given its
geopolitical strategic location, a preponderance of global energy reserves and a major
international player through the use of accumulated financial reserves. A new Gulf is rising,
one that is more self assertive, looking to expand its membership to other Arab countries such
as Jordan and Morocco, while at the same time strengthening the bloc’s relationship with
current and emerging trading and strategic partners in Europe, USA and Asia. Regional and
international realities, especially the uncertainties unleashed by the ‘Arab Spring’, are forcing
Gulf leadership to initiate new policies involving closer cooperation amongst GCC countries to
address emerging challenges. This volume brings together thirty renowned academics and
specialists to examine a range of multifaceted social, political and economic issues facing the
GCC in key areas such as: · Diversification from a high dependency on a narrow hydrocarbon
base · Social transformation, youth employment and effective gender participation · Outward
and inward foreign direct investment flows · Prospects for education reforms and e-learning. ·
Sustainable security in oil, renewable energy (including nuclear) and food · Corporate
governance, transparency and enhancing the private sector's operating environment · The role
and governance of Gulf Sovereign Wealth Funds in investing their surpluses. The volume also
offers insights for challenges facing the GCC in monetary union, expanding the regional debt
market and Sukuk issuance, GCC intellectual property rights application, detailed assessments
of individual GCC country risk analysis, as well as the sustainability of long term government
fiscal stimulus programs at the expense of private sector involvement.
This book is focused on cyber security danger for the Gulf Cooperation Council's six countries
including Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Bahrain, United Arab Emirates, Kuwait, and Oman. A case on
Page 21/23

Download Ebook The Gcc Countries And The Arab Spring Between
Outreach
Qatar and cyber security is elaborated. The book also discusses nations cyber wars, and gives
examples of many of the cyber attacks not only on nations, but also on corporations in many
countries around the globe. It also discusses corporate vulnerabilities to cyber attacks not only
in advanced countries but also developing countries such as the Gulf Cooperation Council's
countries. The book reveals the different hacking threats and role of CIO/IT managers with
regards to cyber security It also discusses GCC (Gulf Nations) approach to cyber security, and
what types of policies they have. It also proposes a new cyber security approach for the GCC
countries using existing models in other advanced countries. Finally, it presents a roadmap for
cyber security for protecting national vital infrastructures for Qatar and GCC countries, and
proposes how to set up the military-style command and control cyber security center for such
nations.
"Outlines the problems and challenges facing the GCC [Gulf Cooperation Council] countries in
respect to the preservation of present water resources and the means of overcoming them. An
assessment of the present and future situation of water resources and the available alternative
resources, as well as the present and future water demands have been discussed.
Comparison between future alternatives for augmentation of available water resources has
also been done." - page 93.
In 2011 the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) countries have been confronted with increasing
challenges stemming from the Arab uprisings. Internally they have had to face popular
mobilization and discontent, triggering a mixed reaction made up of economic handouts,
patronage, limited political and economic reforms as well as military intervention and
repression. Externally they have actively intervened in support of the protest movements in
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Syria and Libya and enthusiastically facilitated president Saleh's departure from Yemen. At first
sight these responses may seem schizophrenic. At closer inspection, though, managing
instability by shoring up friendly regimes on the inside and expanding the GCC's influence
outside represent two sides of the same coin. This paper aims at unpacking the GCC's
responses to the "Arab Spring" by making use of the concept of "double standard". It is argued
that three main dichotomies - inside vs. outside, monarchies vs. republics and Sunnis vs.
Shiites - explain the GCC's reaction and its implications for the future of the MENA region.
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