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'The Americas were generous enough to preserve the literatures and ruins of the
Incas, the Mayans, the Aztecs and the Native Americans in a number of
museums. But the self-proclaimed liberal and tolerant Indian culture had spared
not even that much space for the Asurs. They existed only as vestiges of myths.'
After a long period of unemployment, Master Sahib is appointed to a school for
tribal girls in rural Jharkhand--on a remote plateau, near open bauxite mines. He
has heard of the Asur tribe who live there--that they are primitive, crude giants, or
perhaps even the demons of myth. Master Sahib settles into an uneasy routine,
prejudiced against his neighbours and surroundings. But when Lalchan Asur, the
village chief's son, appears in his room, battered and bloody, Master Sahib must
perforce get involved with the community around him. As he makes friends--with
Lalchan and his brothers, Rumjhum Babu, Doctor Ram Kumar, Lalita and
Etwari--Master Sahib finds that the Asurs are desperately poor. He sees that they
are being further impoverished by mine owners and opportunistic godmen,
hungry to exploit the land and women. When the Asurs decide to strike against
the mine owners, Master Sahib realizes that he is caught up in the age-old battle
between the Asurs and the Devas--and that this time, the Devas are the Lords of
global capital, remote from petty human concerns. Ranendra's masterful parable
brings alive the real plight of tribal communities today, their very existence
threatened by a nexus of corporate rapacity and the hunger for development.
Lords of the Global Village, with its spare prose and memorable characters, is a
legend for and of our times.
This is the new paperback edition of a beautiful and unique book, which explains
facts about the world's population in a simple and fascinating way. Instead of
unimaginable billions, it presents the whole world as a village of just 100 people.
We soon find out that 22 speak a Chinese dialect and that 17 cannot read or
write. We also discover the people's religions, their education, their standard of
living, and much much more… This book provokes thought and elicits questions. It
cannot fail to inspire children's interest in world geography, citizenship and
different customs and cultures, whether they read it at home or at school.
Uncovering a vast maze of realities in the media theories of Marshall McLuhan
The term “global village”—coined in the 1960s by Marshall McLuhan—has
persisted into the twenty-first century as a key trope of techno-humanitarian
discourse, casting economic and technical transformations in a utopian light.
Against that tendency, this book excavates the violent history, originating with
techniques of colonial rule in Africa, that gave rise to the concept of the global
village. To some extent, we are all global villagers, but given the imbalances of
semiotic power, some belong more thoroughly than others. Reassessing
McLuhan’s media theories in light of their entanglement with colonial and
neocolonial techniques, Nolan implicates various arch-paradigms of power
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(including “terra-power”) in the larger prerogative of managing human
populations. Forerunners: Ideas First is a thought-in-process series of
breakthrough digital publications. Written between fresh ideas and finished
books, Forerunners draws on scholarly work initiated in notable blogs, social
media, conference plenaries, journal articles, and the synergy of academic
exchange. This is gray literature publishing: where intense thinking, change, and
speculation take place in scholarship.
Everybody knows that digital technology has revolutionised our economy and our
lifestyles. But how many of us really understand the drivers behind the
technology - the significance of going digital; the miniaturization of circuit boards;
the role of venture capital in financing the revolution; the importance of research
and development? How many of us understand what it takes to make money
from innovative technologies? Should we worry about manufacturing going
offshore? What is the role of India and China in the digital economy? Drawing on
a lifetime's experience in the industry, as an engineer, a senior manager and as a
partner in a venture capital firm, Henry Kressel offers an expert personalized
answer to all these questions. He explains how the technology works, why it
matters, how it is financed and what the key lessons are for public policy.
Why is there so much conflict in the Balkans, the Middle East, Africa, and many
other parts of the world? Is there something innate in human nature that makes it
next to impossible to achieve peaceful coexistence? The answer, says career
diplomat Carl Coon, must be sought in the distant prehistoric past when
intergroup hostility became ingrained as a pattern of cultural evolution. For
thousands of generations our ancestors organized themselves in distinctive
groups that competed with one another. Sometimes the competition was
peaceful, but more often than not the struggle took violent forms. Today we still
witness the vestiges of these prehistoric roots when the intermingling of different
ways of life results not in harmonious cooperation but in animosity, conflict, and
violence.Coon suggests that we have recently embarked on a new phase of
cultural evolution, one comparable in importance to the dawn of the Neolithic,
when our forebears graduated from a hunter-gatherer way of life to agriculture
and animal husbandry. At that time many diverse cultural groups were subsumed
by larger, better organized groups whose talent for organization was necessary
to manage the complexities of a new agricultural and technologically more
sophisticated society. Today this process has reached its culmination with
organization established on a worldwide scale and societies becoming ever more
multicultural. With the emergence of the global village the world is experiencing
the natural atavistic impulse toward violence in certain parts of the globe just as
the mechanisms and technology are being put in place to further intercultural
cooperation. The challenge for enlightened men and women in contemporary
society, says Coon, is to realize that cultural conflicts are an inevitable result of
our evolutionary heritage; to use this insight to help manage the transition to a
new, global society; and then to focus in a cooperative fashion on the new global
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priorities of environmental preservation and the promotion of an equitable,
prosperous, and peaceful world community.
Help your child become a global citizen with this accessible introduction to the
people who live on our planet, with big ideas broken into bite-size chunks through
clever graphic design. Perfect for home and classroom settings! With almost 7.8
billion people sharing the earth, it can be a little hard to picture what the human
race looks like all together. But if we could shrink the world down to just 100
people, what could we learn about the human race? What would we look like?
Where and how would we all be living? This book answers all these questions
and more! Reliably sourced and deftly illustrated, If the World Were 100 People is
the perfect starting point to understanding our world and becoming a global
citizen. If we focus on just 100 people, it's easier to see what we have in common
and what makes us unique. Then we can begin to appreciate each other and also
ask what things we want to change in our world.
A call to action to include marginalized, non-western communities in the
continuously expanding digital revolution In the digital age, technology has
shrunk the physical world into a “global village,” where we all seem to be
connected as an online community as information travels to the farthest reaches
of the planet with the click of a mouse. Yet while we think of platforms such as
Twitter and Facebook as open and accessible to all, in reality, these are
commercial entities developed primarily by and for the Western world.
Considering how new technologies increasingly shape labor, economics, and
politics, these tools often reinforce the inequalities of globalization, rarely
reflecting the perspectives of those at the bottom of the digital divide. This book
asks us to re-consider ‘whose global village’ we are shaping with the digital
technology revolution today. Sharing stories of collaboration with Native
Americans in California and New Mexico, revolutionaries in Egypt, communities
in rural India, and others across the world, Ramesh Srinivasan urges us to reimagine what the Internet, mobile phones, or social media platforms may look like
when considered from the perspective of diverse cultures. Such collaborations
can pave the way for a people-first approach toward designing and working with
new technology worldwide. Whose Global Village seeks to inspire professionals,
activists, and scholars alike to think about technology in a way that embraces the
realities of communities too often relegated to the margins. We can then start to
visualize a world where technologies serve diverse communities rather than just
the Western consumer.
This new edition of Friedman's landmark book explains the flattening of the world better
than ever- and takes a new measure of the effects of this change on each of us.
This interdisciplinary investigation explores the original euphoria related to the
ambivalent concept of the global village and how this evaporated dream can perhaps
be reappropriated and redefined to create a better global society for both the human
and Cosmic Other through the lens of Le Clezio s fiction."
Portugal is Europe's south-western extremity, washed by the Atlantic, and warmed by
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the Mediterranean sun. Alone among iberia ?s ancient kingdoms, in its independence
from spain, it is a nation about half the size of Florida, with two-thirds the population.
Yet, over centuries, it has influenced the lives of the rest of us far more than many
much larger and more powerful countries
Portugal is an established member of the European Union, one of the founders of the
euro currency and a founder member of NATO. Yet it is an inconspicuous and largely
overlooked country on the continent?s south-west rim. In the fifteenth- and sixteenthcentury Age of Discovery the Portuguese led Europe out of the Mediterranean into the
Atlantic and they brought Asia and Europe together. Evidence of their one-time fourcontinent empire can still be felt, not least in the Portuguese language which is spoken
by more than 220 million people from Brazil, across parts of Africa to Asia. Analyzing
present-day society and culture, The Portuguese also considers the nation?s often
tumultuous past. The 1755 Lisbon earthquake was one of Europe?s greatest natural
disasters, strongly influencing continental thought and heralding Portugal?s extended
decline. The Portuguese also weathered Europe?s longest dictatorship under twentiethcentury ruler Ant¢nio Salazar. A 1974 military coup, called the Carnation Revolution,
placed the Portuguese at the centre of Cold War attentions. Portugal?s quirky
relationship with Spain, and with its oldest ally England, is also scrutinized. Portugal,
which claims Europe?s oldest fixed borders, measures just 561 by 218 kilometres .
Within that space, however, it offers a patchwork of widely differing and beautiful
landscapes. With an easygoing and seductive lifestyle expressed most fully in their love
of food, the Portuguese also have an anarchical streak evident in many facets of
contemporary life. A veteran journalist and commentator on Portugal, the author paints
an intimate portrait of a fascinating and at times contradictory country and its people.
Porter challenges the powerful ideology of "Globalism" that is widely subscribed to by
the US national security community. Globalism entails visions of a perilous shrunken
world in which security interests are interconnected almost without limit, exposing even
powerful states to instant war. Globalism does not just describe the world, but
prescribes expansive strategies to deal with it, portraying a fragile globe that the
superpower must continually tame into order. Porter argues that this vision of the world
has resulted in the US undertaking too many unnecessary military adventures and
dangerous strategic overstretch. Distance and geography should be some of the factors
that help the US separate the important from the unimportant in international relations.
The US should also recognize that, despite the latest technologies, projecting power
over great distances still incurs frictions and costs that set real limits on American
power. Reviving an appreciation of distance and geography would lead to a more
sensible and sustainable grand strategy.
Discusses the influence of technology on society, contrasts the perception of visual
space and acoustic space, and argues that problems are developing from the clash
between the two systems
War and Peace in The Global Village is a collage of images and text that sharply
illustrates the effects of electronic media and new technology on man. Marshall
McLuhan wrote this book thirty years ago and following its publication predicted that the
forthcoming information age would be "a transitional era of profound pain and tragic
identity quest." Marshall McLuhan illustrates the fact that all social changes are caused
by introduction of new technologies. He interprets these new technologies as
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extensions or "self-amputations of our own being," because technologies extend bodily
reach. McLuhan's ideas and observations seem disturbingly accurate and clearly
applicable to the world in which we live. War and Peace in the Global Village is a
meditation on accelerating innovations leading to identity loss and war.
Say the name Marshall McLuhan and you think of the great discover's explorations of the
media. But throughout his life, McLuhan never stopped reflecting profoundly on the nature of
God and worship, and on the traditions of the Church. Often other intellectuals and artists
would ask him incredulously, Are you really a Catholic? He would answer, Yes, I am a
Catholic, the worst kind -- a convert, leaving them more baffled than before. Here, like a golden
thread lining his public utterances on the media, are McLuhan's brilliant probes into the nature
of conversion, the church's understanding of media, the shape of tomorrow's church, religion
and youth, and the God-making machines of the modern world. This fascinating collection,
gathered from his many and scattered remarks, essays, and other writings, shows the deeply
Christian side of a man widely considered the most important thinker of our time, a man whose
insights into media and culture have revolutionized the field of media study and the way we
see the world.
In a world plagued by religious conflict, how can the various religious and secular traditions
coexist peacefully on the planet? And, what role does sociology play in helping us understand
the state of religious life in a globalizing world? In the Fourth Edition ofGods in the Global
Village, author Lester Kurtz continues to address these questions. This text is an engaging,
thought-provoking examination of the relationships among the major faith traditions that inform
the thinking and ethical standards of most people in the emerging global social order.
Thoroughly updated to reflect recent events, the book discusses the role of religion in our daily
lives and global politics, and the ways in which religion is both an agent of, and barrier to,
social change.
Q. What is the most-watched TV format in history, seen by about 100 million people weekly
around the world? A. Wheel of Fortune, a game show. Without putdowns or pandering, the
author looks at 260 such shows, concluding that culture has triumphed over technology. For
despite our capacity to transmit the same content world-wide, McLuhan's global village has not
come to pass. Technology has, however, encouraged already-existing "cultural continents" to
coalesce. About one-third of the world's game shows have been licensed or adapted from
another country, especially from the United States. Conversely, a single program can cross
borders unchanged, such as Sabado Gigante, which appeals to Spanish speakers in 18
countries. The first truly global study of TV entertainment, this book includes interviews with
producers, contestants, and licensers. With its tables, illustrations and appendices, the text
provides details on content and audiences, as well as explanatory overviews.
At first glance, the remote villages of the Kabre people of northern Togo appear to have all the
trappings of a classic "out of the way" African culture—subsistence farming, straw-roofed
houses, and rituals to the spirits and ancestors. Arguing that village life is in fact an effect of
the modern and the global, Charles Piot suggests that Kabre culture is shaped as much by
colonial and postcolonial history as by anything "indigenous" or local. Through analyses of
everyday and ceremonial social practices, Piot illustrates the intertwining of modernity with
tradition and of the local with the national and global. In a striking example of the appropriation
of tradition by the state, Togo's Kabre president regularly flies to the region in his helicopter to
witness male initiation ceremonies. Confounding both anthropological theorizations and the
State Department's stereotyped images of African village life, Remotely Global aims to rethink
Euroamerican theories that fail to come to terms with the fluidity of everyday relations in a
society where persons and things are forever in motion.
From Rural Village to Global Village: Telecommunications for Development in the Information
Age examines the role of information and communication technologies (ICTs) on both the
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macro level--societal, socio-economic, and governmental--and sector level--education, health,
agriculture, entrepreneurship--emphasizing rural and developing regions. Author Heather E.
Hudson examines the potential impact of ICTs by reviewing the existing research and adding
her own findings from extensive fieldwork in ICT planning and evaluation. The volume includes
case studies demonstrating innovative applications of ICTs plus chapters on evaluation
strategies and appropriate technologies. She also analyzes the policy issues that must be
addressed to facilitate affordable ICT access in rural and developing regions. This discussion
relates to the larger “digital divide” issue, and the impact that access to communication
technology--or the lack of it--has on communities and societies. This comprehensive volume is
a valuable resource for scholars, professionals, researchers, and students in
telecommunications law and policy, media economics, international communication, and
communication and development fields. It is also suitable for use as an advanced-level text in
these areas.
This bestseller is newly revised with updated statistics, new activities and completely new
material on food security, energy and health. By shrinking the planet down to a village of just
100 people, children will discover how to grow up global and establish their own place in the
world village.
'This week the first pet passports came into effect. Around the country dogs have been
hopping into photo booths and trying to look as relaxed as possible, which is not easy when
you know you're not allowed on the chair.' Gathered here are the best of John O'Farrell's
newspaper columns for the Guardian and the Independent which saw him win the coveted
Best Columnist of the Year Award at the prestigious British Liars Awards. Among many other
things, he claims that the only conviction in the Tory Party will be when Jeffrey Archer gets
sent to prison; that scientists have created a genetically superior monkey which will advertise
lapsang souchong instead of PG Tips; and that with the election of George W. Bush, the global
village has finally got its own global village idiot.

There is growing recognition that globalization places major pressures on the
development of social security schemes. Internationalization of the economy has
important consequences for labor markets: employment is becoming less secure
and inequality and social exclusion more pronounced in many countries. At the
same time, there are some fundamental socio-demographic changes: new family
structures, an aging population, and migration. Increased uncertainty and
exclusion intensify the need for social security. Both the public and private
sectors are redefining their roles, reshuffling responsibilities between states,
markets, families, and individuals. Social Security in the Global Village
investigates the new challenges for social security in an increasingly globalized
world and analyzes strategies of adjustment. A group of internationally renowned
experts in this field assess the variety of effects that globalization has had on
national social security schemes. A common theme of a first set of chapters is
the relationship between common pressures of globalization and the role of
national institutional frameworks in shaping the impact of these pressures on
social security. Countries are dealing in different ways with these challenges and
follow diverse pathways of adjustment that quite often contradict widespread
assumptions about the effects of globalization. A second set of chapters is
devoted to challenges in selected policy areas: migration, labor markets, and
social cohesion issues. Among the topical issues discussed are the social rights
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of migrants, the changing rights and obligations in unemployment insurance,
lessons to be drawn for the promotion of employment, the relationship between
family policy and employment policy for mothers, the management of social risks,
and the protection of an adequate income in an active welfare state. Research
can help to enlighten and inform the policy debate about the legitimacy of social
security in the new, globalized world. This book aims to help those involvedresearchers and policy makers alike-advance toward that goal.
The realities of the globalized world have revolutionized traditional concepts of
culture, community, and identity—so how do applied social scientists use
complicated, fluid new ideas such as translocality and ethnoscape to solve
pressing human problems? In this book, leading scholar/practitioners survey the
development of different subfields over at least two decades, then offer concrete
case studies to show how they have incorporated and refined new concepts and
methods. After an introduction synthesizing anthropological practice, key
theoretical concepts, and ethnographic methods, chapters examine the arenas of
public health, community development, finance, technology, transportation,
gender, environment, immigration, aging, and child welfare. An innovative guide
to joining dynamic theoretical concepts with on-the-ground problem solving, this
book will be of interest to practitioners from a wide range of disciplines who work
on social change, as well as an excellent addition to graduate and undergraduate
courses.
When Jonah was swallowed by the big fish, he was trying to escape to what is
now Portugal. Here, Hannibal discovered the warriors, weapons and gold, to
march on Rome; and Julius Caesar found the fortune that paid the way to his
conquests of Gaul and England. During the Dark Ages further north, Portugal's
Arab rulers made it part of the world's most advanced civilization. After the
Norman conquest of Lisbon, the new Portugal bankrupted Venice and became
the wealthiest nation in Europe. Before he became Pope John XXI, Joao Hispano
of Lisbon wrote one of the first modern medical textbooks, consulted through
much of Europe more than a century later. Portuguese Jews introduced tulips,
chocolate and diamonds to Holland. The Portuguese gave the English afternoon
tea, and Bombay, the key to empire. They brought to Africa protection from
malaria, and slave-shipments to America; to India, higher education, curry and
samosas; to Japan, tempura and firearms. Portugal entered the 21st century as
the first European nation to have freed itself from communism, returned to
democracy and set about rebuilding itself as a vital part of the new Europe. Cover flap.
Our perspective of wealth and what we need to live is affected by the people
around us. What if the world population were shrunk to a village of 100 people,
and you lived in that village? How would your neighbors live? What would they
believe? How would that change your perspective? This book gives a glimpse
into the world outside our own communities and helps us see the world through
the eyes of Jesus.
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Presents the story of how a collection of engineers and artists set out to recreate
the world's fairs of the last century on the Internet
Arthur C. Clarke has been one of the most influential commentators on - and
prophets of - the communications technology which has created the global
village. Now, drawing partly on his own sometimes very personal writings, he
provides an absorbing history and survey of modern communications. The story
begins with the titanic struggles to lay transatlantic telegraph cables in the
nineteenth century. Fighting against widespread scepticism, lack of funds,
technical disasters and setbacks - and against the Atlantic itself, above and
below the surface - the pioneers achieved the seemingly impossible and by 1858
Britain and America were linked by Telegraph. Nearly a century later, as the first
transatlantic telephone cable was being laid, the technology that would rival and
perhaps even supersede it was undergoing its painful birth as scientists
developed the communications satellite precisely as Clarke first described in his
famous 1945 article Wireless World, 'Extra-terrestrial Relays', reprinted in this
book. The rivalry between cable and satellite continued through the decades.
Communication satellites (Comsats) performed even beyond the most optimistic
expectations, but cable fought back with the development of the transistor. Then,
in one of the most dramatic and unexpected breakthroughs in any technology,
the potential of cable systems was transformed. The development of fibre optics
technology meant that once more the seabeds of the world began to be draped
with the newest and most sophisticated artefacts of human engineering. It is an
enthralling story, filled with extraordinary events and people, and Arthur C. Clarke
brings all his storytelling flair and scientific expertise to bear on it. The result is a
superb combination of history, comment and challenging speculation.
The Gutenberg Galaxy catapulted Marshall McLuhan to fame as a media theorist
and, in time, a new media prognosticator. Fifty years after its initial publication,
this landmark text is more significant than ever before. Readers will be amazed
by McLuhan’s prescience, unmatched by anyone since, predicting as he did the
dramatic technological innovations that have fundamentally changed how we
communicate. The Gutenberg Galaxy foresaw the networked, compressed
‘global village’ that would emerge in the late-twentieth and twenty-first centuries
— despite having been written when black-and-white television was ubiquitous.
This new edition of The Gutenberg Galaxy celebrates both the centennial of
McLuhan’s birth and the fifty-year anniversary of the book’s publication. A new
interior design updates The Gutenberg Galaxy for twenty-first-century readers,
while honouring the innovative, avant-garde spirit of the original. This edition also
includes new introductory essays that illuminate McLuhan’s lasting effect on a
variety of scholarly fields and popular culture. A must-read for those who inhabit
today’s global village, The Gutenberg Galaxy is an indispensable road map for
our evolving communication landscape.
Ten years ago one of America's most important public figures, First Lady Hillary Rodham
Clinton, chronicled her quest both deeply personal and, in the truest sense, public to help
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make our society into the kind of village that enables children to become able, caring resilient
adults. IT TAKES A VILLAGE is a textbook for caring, filled with truths that are worth a read,
and a reread. In her substantial new introduction, Senator Clinton reflects on how our village
has changed over the last decade, from the internet to education, and on how her own
understanding of children has deepened as she has watched Chelsea grow up and take on
challenges new to her generation, from a first job to living through a terrorist attack. She
discusses how the work she is doing in the Senate is helping children and looks at where
America has been successful, improvements in the foster care system and support for
adoption, and where there is still work to be done, providing pre-school programmes and
universal health care to all our children. This new edition elucidates how the choices we make
about how we raise our children, and how we support families, will determine how all nations
will face the challenges of this century.
War and Peace in The Global Village is a collage of images and text that sharply illustrates the
effects of electronic media and new technology on man. Marshall McLuhan wrote this book
thirty years ago and following its publication predicted that the forthcoming information age
would be "a transitional era of profound pain and tragic identity quest." Marshall McLuhan
illustrates the fact that all social changes are caused by introduction of new technologies. He
interprets these new technologies as extensions or "self-amputations of our own being,"
because technologies extend bodily reach. McLuhan's ideas and observations seem
disturbingly accurate and clearly applicable to the world in which we live. War and Peace in the
Global Village is a meditation on accelerating innovations leading to identity loss and war.
Initially published in 1968, this text is regarded as a revolutionary work for its depiction of a
planet made ever smaller by new technologies. A mosaic of pointed insights and probes, this
text predicts a world without centres or boundaries. It illustrates how the electronic information
travelling around the globe at the speed of light has eroded the rules of the linear, literate
world. No longer can there be fixed positions or goals.
This book is a history of the future. It shows how our contemporary understanding of the Net is
shaped by visions of the future that were put together in the 1950s and 1960s.
In the first half of the twentieth century, a small corner of southern New Jersey became the first
and probably the only rural global village of its kind and size in America. Here, in a township
that did not appear on most state maps, thousands of men, women, and children from more
than 20 countries and speaking as many languages, most of them uprooted and displaced by
war or poverty, came to work at what Life magazine called in 1955, 'the biggest vegetable
factory in the world'. That factory was Seabrook Farms, which pioneered frozen vegetables for
Clarence Birdseye and became the prime provider for America's fighting men in both World
Wars and the free world's population as well. Meet some of the people who worked and lived
together harmoniously when multiculturalism wasn't even a word. This extraordinary population
formed the base of a very remarkable food processing operation. Harrison has written a
compelling study of the Seabrook Farms global village. Combining the technological history of
agriculture and the social history of its labour force, GROWING A GLOBAL VILLAGE offers a
heartening and enlightening look at an important but little known episode in America's past.
Winner of the Society for Economic Anthropology Annual Book Prize 2008. Belize, a tiny
corner of the Caribbean wedged into Central America, has been a fast food nation since
buccaneers and pirates first stole ashore. As early as the 1600s it was already caught in the
great paradox of globalization: how can you stay local and relish your own home cooking, while
tasting the delights of the global marketplace? Menus, recipes and bad colonial poetry
combine with Wilk's sharp anthropological insight to give an important new perspective on the
perils and problems of globalization.
In clear, accessible language, Brecher and Costello describe how people around the world
have started challenging the New World Economy. From the Zapatistas of Chiapas to students
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in France to the broad-based anti-NAFTA and anti-GATT coalitions in the United States,
opposition to economic globalization, Brecher and Costello argue, is becoming a worldwide
revolt.
The fully updated third edition of this lively and accessible book argues for the central role of
media in understanding globalization. Indeed, Jack Lule convincingly shows that globalization
could not have occurred without media. From earliest times, humans have used media to
explore, settle, and globalize their world. In our day, media has made the world progressively
“smaller” as nations and cultures come into increasing contact. Decades ago Marshall
McLuhan prophesied that media technology would transform the world into a “global village.”
Slowly, fitfully, his vision is being fulfilled. The global village, however, is not the blissful utopia
that McLuhan predicted. Nor, in a more modern formulation, is the world flat, with playing fields
leveled and opportunities for all. Instead, Lule argues, globalization and media are combining
to create a divided world of gated communities and ghettos, borders and boundaries, suffering
and surfeit, beauty and decay, surveillance and violence. By breaking down the economic,
cultural, and political impact of media, and through a rich set of case studies from around the
globe, the author describes a global village of Babel—invoking the biblical town punished for its
vanity by seeing its citizens scattered, its language confounded, and its destiny shaped by
strife.
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