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The Empire Of Steppes A History Central Asia Rene Grousset
Covering over 500 years of history of Greater Iran and the Mongol Empire, approximately 1000 CE until 1500 CE, this encyclopedia provides
an introduction to the primary and secondary resources of this period of Asian history, for students and scholars.
In this book, David Bello offers a new and radical interpretation of how China's last dynasty, the Qing (1644–1911), relied on the
interrelationship between ecology and ethnicity to incorporate the country's far-flung borderlands into the dynasty's expanding empire. The
dynasty tried to manage the sustainable survival and compatibility of discrete borderland ethnic regimes in Manchuria, Inner Mongolia, and
Yunnan within a corporatist 'Han Chinese' imperial political order. This unprecedented imperial unification resulted in the great human and
ecological diversity that exists today. Using natural science literature in conjunction with under-utilized and new sources in the Manchu
language, Bello demonstrates how Qing expansion and consolidation of empire was dependent on a precise and intense manipulation of
regional environmental relationships.
A re-evaluation of Genghis Khan's rise to power examines the reforms the conqueror instituted throughout his empire and his uniting of East
and West, which set the foundation for the nation-states and economic systems of the modern era.
Details Persias growing military and economic power in the late antique worldThe Sasanian Empire (3rd7th centuries) was one of the largest
empires of antiquity, stretching from Mesopotamia to modern Pakistan and from Central Asia to the Arabian Peninsula. This mega-empire
withstood powerful opponents in the steppe and expanded further in Late Antiquity, whilst the Roman world shrunk in size. Recent research
has revealed the reasons for this success: notably population growth in some key territories, economic prosperity, and urban development,
made possible through investment in agriculture and military infrastructure on a scale unparalleled in the late antique world. Our volume
explores the empires relations with its neighbours and key phenomena which contributed to its wealth and power, from the empires armed
forces to agriculture, trade and treatment of minorities. The latest discoveries, notably major urban foundations, fortifications and irrigations
systems, feature prominently. An empire whose military might and culture rivalled Rome and foreshadowed the caliphate will be of interest to
scholars of the Roman and Islamic world.Challenges our Eurocentric world view by presenting a Near-Eastern empire whose urban culture
and military apparatus rivalled that of Rome Covers the latest discoveries on foundations, fortifications and irrigation systemsIncludes case
studies on Sasanian frontier walls and urban culture in the Sasanian Empire
An epic history of the Mongols as we have never seen them—not just conquerors but also city builders, diplomats, and supple economic
thinkers who constructed one of the most influential empires in history. The Mongols are widely known for one thing: conquest. In the first
comprehensive history of the Horde, the western portion of the Mongol empire that arose after the death of Chinggis Khan, Marie Favereau
shows that the accomplishments of the Mongols extended far beyond war. For three hundred years, the Horde was no less a force in global
development than Rome had been. It left behind a profound legacy in Europe, Russia, Central Asia, and the Middle East, palpable to this day.
Favereau takes us inside one of the most powerful sources of cross-border integration in world history. The Horde was the central node in the
Eurasian commercial boom of the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries and was a conduit for exchanges across thousands of miles. Its unique
political regime—a complex power-sharing arrangement among the khan and the nobility—rewarded skillful administrators and diplomats and
fostered an economic order that was mobile, organized, and innovative. From its capital at Sarai on the lower Volga River, the Horde
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provided a governance model for Russia, influenced social practice and state structure across Islamic cultures, disseminated sophisticated
theories about the natural world, and introduced novel ideas of religious tolerance. The Horde is the eloquent, ambitious, and definitive
portrait of an empire little understood and too readily dismissed. Challenging conceptions of nomads as peripheral to history, Favereau
makes clear that we live in a world inherited from the Mongol moment.
Representing the different images, 'names', and 'faces' of the 'Other' in the Eurasian Steppes during the period between the sixth and
ninth/tenth centuries, this book broadens the scholars' views on nomads' life and mentalities.
The Khazars were one of the most important Turkic peoples in European history, dominating vast areas of southeastern Europe and the
western reaches of the Central Asian steppes from the 4th to the 11th centuries AD. They were also unique in that their aristocratic and
military elites converted to Judaism, creating what would be territorially the largest Jewish-ruled state in world history. They became
significant allies of the Byzantine Empire, blocking the advance of Islam north of the Caucasus Mountains for several hundred years. They
also achieved a remarkable level of metal-working technology, and their military elite wore forms of iron plate armour that would not be seen
in Western Europe until the 14th century. The Khazar state provided the foundations upon which medieval Russia and modern Ukraine were
built. Fully illustrated with detailed colour plates, this is a fascinating study into the armies, organisation, armour, weapons and fortifications of
the Khazars.

This monograph uses the latest archaeological results from Mongolia and the surrounding areas of Inner Asia to propose
a novel understanding of nomadic statehood, political economy, and the nature of interaction with ancient China. In
contrast to the common view of the Eurasian steppe as a dependent periphery of Old World centers, this work views
Inner Asia as a locus of enormous influence on neighboring civilizations, primarily through the development and
transmission of diverse organizational models, technologies, and socio-political traditions. This work explores the spatial
management of political relationships within the pastoral nomadic setting during the first millennium BCE and argues that
a culture of mobility, horse-based transport, and long-distance networking promoted a unique variant of statehood.
Although states of the eastern steppe were geographically large and hierarchical, these polities also relied on techniques
of distributed authority, multiple centers, flexible structures, and ceremonialism to accommodate a largely mobile and
dispersed populace. This expertise in “spatial politics” set the stage early on for the expansionistic success of later Asian
empires under the Mongols and Manchus. Inner Asia and the Spatial Politics of Empire brings a distinctly anthropological
treatment to the prehistory of Mongolia and is the first major work to explore key issues in the archaeology of eastern
Eurasia using a comparative framework. The monograph adds significantly to anthropological theory on interaction
between states and outlying regions, the emergence of secondary complexity, and the growth of imperial traditions.
Based on this approach, the window of Inner Asian prehistory offers a novel opportunity to investigate the varied ways
that complex societies grow and the processes articulating adjacent societies in networks of mutual transformation.
The Silk Roads are the symbol of the interconnectedness of ancient Eurasian civilizations. Using challenging land and
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maritime routes, merchants and adventurers, diplomats and missionaries, sailors and soldiers, and camels, horses and
ships, carried their commodities, ideas, languages and pathogens enormous distances across Eurasia. The result was an
underlying unity that traveled the length of the routes, and which is preserved to this day, expressed in common
technologies, artistic styles, cultures and religions, and even disease and immunity patterns. In words and images, Craig
Benjamin explores the processes that allowed for the comingling of so many goods, ideas, and diseases around a
geographical hub deep in central Eurasia. He argues that the first Silk Roads era was the catalyst for an extraordinary
increase in the complexity of human relationships and collective learning, a complexity that helped drive our species
inexorably along a path towards modernity.
NARBEN/SCARS, an art project on sexual abuse was initiated to fight the forbidden act of sexual-violence against
children and teenagers. This two-language volume (English/German) puts together scientific essays by top experts as
well as the documentation of an art project for the first time. The book shows opportunities for and barries to art in
common space, and a complete section on the anonymized hand-over of personal items of the victims as well as the
reactions on the initiative.
Explores the transnational movements of people, plants, agricultural sciences, and techniques from Russia's steppes to
North America's Great Plains.
A long environmental history of the Aral Sea region, focusing on colonization and development in Russian and Soviet
Central Asia.
This is the first environmental history of Russia's steppes. David Moon focuses on the settlement of migrants from central
Russia, Ukraine, and central Europe, and analyses how naturalists and scientists came to understand the steppe
environment, including the origins of the fertile black earth.
From Attila the Hun through Genghis Khan, this is a study of the warrior peoples of Central Asia who, from France to
China, destroyed all in their path, in pursuit of wealth, for more than 1000 years.
This atlas graphically illuminates the region's history tracing back to the 8th-7th century B.C. From the spread of Islam to
the invasion of the Mongols, the area has been at the crossroads of some of the world's most important developments,
all succinctly explained in this book.
In this comprehensive new treatment, renowned political writer and historian Dilip Hiro places the politics, peoples, and
cultural background of this critical region firmly into the context of current international focus.
Empires and Exchanges in Eurasian Late Antiquity offers an integrated picture of Rome, China, Iran, and the Steppes
during a formative period of world history. In the half millennium between 250 and 750 CE, settled empires underwent
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deep structural changes, while various nomadic peoples of the steppes (Huns, Avars, Turks, and others) experienced
significant interactions and movements that changed their societies, cultures, and economies. This was a
transformational era, a time when Roman, Persian, and Chinese monarchs were mutually aware of court practices, and
when Christians and Buddhists criss-crossed the Eurasian lands together with merchants and armies. It was a time of
greater circulation of ideas as well as material goods. This volume provides a conceptual frame for locating these
developments in the same space and time. Without arguing for uniformity, it illuminates the interconnections and
networks that tied countless local cultural expressions to far-reaching inter-regional ones.
The first complete history of Central Eurasia from ancient times to the present day, Empires of the Silk Road represents a
fundamental rethinking of the origins, history, and significance of this major world region. Christopher Beckwith describes
the rise and fall of the great Central Eurasian empires, including those of the Scythians, Attila the Hun, the Turks and
Tibetans, and Genghis Khan and the Mongols. In addition, he explains why the heartland of Central Eurasia led the world
economically, scientifically, and artistically for many centuries despite invasions by Persians, Greeks, Arabs, Chinese,
and others. In retelling the story of the Old World from the perspective of Central Eurasia, Beckwith provides a new
understanding of the internal and external dynamics of the Central Eurasian states and shows how their people
repeatedly revolutionized Eurasian civilization. Beckwith recounts the Indo-Europeans' migration out of Central Eurasia,
their mixture with local peoples, and the resulting development of the Graeco-Roman, Persian, Indian, and Chinese
civilizations; he details the basis for the thriving economy of premodern Central Eurasia, the economy's disintegration
following the region's partition by the Chinese and Russians in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, and the
damaging of Central Eurasian culture by Modernism; and he discusses the significance for world history of the partial
reemergence of Central Eurasian nations after the collapse of the Soviet Union. Empires of the Silk Road places Central
Eurasia within a world historical framework and demonstrates why the region is central to understanding the history of
civilization.
"Nomadic Empires sheds new light on 2,000 years of military history and geopolitics. The Mongol Empire of GenghisKhan and his heirs, as is well known, was the greatest empire in world history. For 2,000 from the fifth century b.c. to the
fifteenth century a.d., the steppe areas of Asia, from the borders of Manchuria to the Black Sea, were a ""zone of
turbulence,"" threatening settled peoples from China to Russia and Hungary, including Iran, India, the Byzantine empire,
and even Syria. It was a true world stage that was affected by these destructive nomads.This cogent, well-written volume
examines these nomadic people, variously called Indo-Europeans, Turkic peoples, or Mongols. They did not belong to a
sole nation or language, but shared a strategic culture born in the steppes: a highly mobile cavalry which did not require
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sophisticated logistics, and an indirect mode of combat based on surprise, mobility, and harassment. They used bows
and arrows and, when they were united under the authority of a strong leader, were able to become a deadly threat to
their sedentary neighbors.Chaliand addresses the subject from four perspectives. First, he examines the early nomadic
populations of Eurasia, and the impact of these nomads and their complex relationships with settled peoples. Then he
describes military fronts of the Altaic Nomads, detailing events from the fourth century b.c. through the twelfth century
a.d., from the early Chinese front to the Indo-Iranian front, the Byzantine front, and the Russian front. Next he covers the
undertakings of the great nomad conquerors that brought about the Ottoman Empire. And finally, he describes what he
calls ""the revenge of the sedentary peoples, exploring Russia and China in the aftermath of the Mongols. The volume
includes a chronology and an annotated bibliography. Now in paperback, this cogent, well-written volume examines
these nomadic people, variously called Indo-Europeans, Turkic peoples, or "
The phrase "silk road" evokes vivid scenes of merchants leading camel caravans across vast stretches to trade exotic
goods in glittering Oriental bazaars, of pilgrims braving bandits and frozen mountain passes to spread their faith across
Asia. Looking at the reality behind these images, this Very Short Introduction illuminates the historical background
against which the silk road flourished, shedding light on the importance of old-world cultural exchange to Eurasian and
world history. On the one hand, historian James A. Millward treats the silk road broadly, to stand in for the cross-cultural
communication between peoples across the Eurasian continent since at least the Neolithic era. On the other, he
highlights specific examples of goods and ideas exchanged between the Mediterranean, Persia, India, and China, along
with the significance of these exchanges. While including silks, spices, and travelers' tales of colorful locales, the book
explains the dynamics of Central Eurasian history that promoted Silk Road interactions--especially the role of nomad
empires--highlighting the importance of the biological, technological, artistic, intellectual, and religious interchanges
across the continent. Millward shows that these exchanges had a profound effect on the old world that was akin to, if not
on the scale of, modern globalization. He also disputes the idea that the silk road declined after the collapse of the
Mongol empire or the opening of direct sea routes from Europe to Asia, showing how silk road phenomena continued
through the early modern and modern expansion of the Russian and Chinese states across Central Asia. Millward
concludes that the idea of the silk road has remained powerful, not only as a popular name for boutiques and restaurants,
but also in modern politics and diplomacy, such as U.S. Secretary of State Hilary Clinton's "Silk Road Initiative" for India,
Pakistan, and Afghanistan.
In 1221, in what we now call Turkmenistan, a captive held by Mongol soldiers confessed that she had swallowed her
pearls in order to safeguard them. She was immediately executed and eviscerated. On finding several pearls, Chinggis
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Qan (Genghis Khan) ordered that they cut open every slain person on the battlefield. Pearls, valued for aesthetic,
economic, religious, and political reasons, were the ultimate luxury good of the Middle Ages, and the Chingissid
imperium, the largest contiguous land empire in history, was their unmatched collector, promoter, and conveyor. Thomas
T. Allsen examines the importance of pearls, as luxury good and political investment, in the Mongolian empire—from its
origin in 1206, through its unprecedented expansion, to its division and decline in 1370—in order to track the varied
cultural and commercial interactions between the northern steppes and the southern seas. Focusing first on the
acquisition, display, redistribution, and political significance of pearls, Allsen shows how the very act of forming such a
vast nomadic empire required the massive accumulation, management, and movement of prestige goods, and how this
process brought into being new regimes of consumption on a continental scale. He argues that overland and seaborne
trade flourished simultaneously, forming a dynamic exchange system that moved commodities from east to west and
north to south, including an enormous quantity of pearls. Tracking the circulation of pearls across time, he highlights the
importance of different modes of exchange—booty-taking, tributary relations, market mechanisms, and reciprocal giftgiving. He also sheds light on the ways in which Mongols' marketing strategies made use of not only myth and folklore
but also maritime communications networks created by Indian-Buddhist and Muslim merchants skilled in cross-cultural
commerce. In Allsen's analysis, pearls illuminate Mongolian exceptionalism in steppe history, the interconnections
between overland and seaborne trade, recurrent patterns in the employment of luxury goods in the political cultures of
empires, and the consequences of such goods for local and regional economies.
Drawing on sources and archival materials in Russian and Turkic languages, Russia's Steppe Frontier presents a complex picture
of the encounter between indigenous peoples and the Russians. It is an original and invaluable resource for understanding
Russia's imperial experience. Michael Khodarkovsky is Professor of History at Loyola University Chicago.
Stretching from the tributaries of the Danube to the Urals and from the Russian forests to the Black and Caspian seas, the vast
European steppe has for centuries played very different roles in the Russian imagination. To the Grand Princes of Kiev and
Muscovy, it was the "wild field," a region inhabited by nomadic Turko-Mongolic peoples who repeatedly threatened the fragile
Slavic settlements to the north. For the emperors and empresses of imperial Russia, it was a land of boundless economic promise
and a marker of national cultural prowess. By the mid-nineteenth century the steppe, once so alien and threatening, had emerged
as an essential, if complicated, symbol of Russia itself. Traversing a thousand years of the region's history, Willard Sunderland
recounts the complex process of Russian expansion and colonization, stressing the way outsider settlement at once created the
steppe as a region of empire and was itself constantly changing. The story is populated by a colorful array of administrators,
Cossack adventurers, Orthodox missionaries, geographers, foreign entrepreneurs, peasants, and (by the late nineteenth century)
tourists and conservationists. Sunderland's approach to history is comparative throughout, and his comparisons of the steppe with
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the North American case are especially telling. Taming the Wild Field eloquently expresses concern with the fate of the world's
great grasslands, and the book ends at the beginning of the twentieth century with the initiation of a conservation movement in
Russia by those appalled at the high environmental cost of expansion.
.
"A storm was brewing over the Steppe. The skies had been clear just hours before, but they were now filled with gray clouds. A
few droplets pelted the ground as Sara rode to her destination. Thunder cracked in the distance and wind howled through the
Steppe like the roar of a forgotten god." As a second invasion by the Empire threatens the nomads of the Great Steppe, a new
generation of leaders must mend the broken alliances of their fathers or face certain destruction. Vacant Steppes is a Mongoliainspired epic fantasy novel about inheritance, family, and leadership in times of division and war.
This book shows the development of women's status in the Mongol Empire from its original homeland in Mongolia up to the end of
the Ilkhanate of Iran in 1335. Taking a thematic approach, the chapters show a coherent progression of this development and
contextualise the evolution of the role of women in medieval Mongol society. The arrangement serves as a starting point from
where to draw comparison with the status of Mongol women in the later period. Exploring patterns of continuity and transformation
in the status of these women in different periods of the Mongol Empire as it expanded westwards into the Islamic world, the book
offers a view on the transformation of a nomadic-shamanist society from its original homeland in Mongolia to its settlement in the
mostly sedentary-Muslim Iran in the mid-13th century.
In Knowledge and the Ends of Empire, Ian W. Campbell investigates the connections between knowledge production and policy
formation on the Kazak steppes of the Russian Empire. Hoping to better govern the region, tsarist officials were desperate to
obtain reliable information about an unfamiliar environment and population. This thirst for knowledge created opportunities for
Kazak intermediaries to represent themselves and their landscape to the tsarist state. Because tsarist officials were uncertain of
what the steppe was, and disagreed on what could be made of it, Kazaks were able to be part of these debates, at times
influencing the policies that were pursued.Drawing on archival materials from Russia and Kazakhstan and a wide range of
nineteenth-century periodicals in Russian and Kazak, Campbell tells a story that highlights the contingencies of and opportunities
for cooperation with imperial rule. Kazak intermediaries were at first able to put forward their own idiosyncratic views on whether
the steppe was to be Muslim or secular, whether it should be a center of stock-raising or of agriculture, and the extent to which
local institutions needed to give way to imperial institutions. It was when the tsarist state was most confident in its knowledge of the
steppe that it committed its gravest errors by alienating Kazak intermediaries and placing unbearable stresses on pastoral
nomads. From the 1890s on, when the dominant visions in St. Petersburg were of large-scale peasant colonization of the steppe
and its transformation into a hearth of sedentary agriculture, the same local knowledge that Kazaks had used to negotiate tsarist
rule was transformed into a language of resistance.
"Over two thousand miles long, the boundary between Russia and China is the world's longest land border. Though sometimes
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considered a backwater, the border region was always of critical geopolitical importance and has a fascinating history. Not only did
this border divide the two largest Eurasian empires, it was also the place where European and Asian civilizations met, where
nomads and settled peoples mingled, where the imperial interests of Russia, China, and Japan clashed, and where both conflicts
and gestures of friendship between the world's largest Communist regimes were staged. This book is a history of this border from
the late nineteenth century until the fall of the Soviet Union. The border has undergone a remarkable transformation since the late
nineteenth century. As late as the 1920s, Russian, Chinese, and native worlds were intricately interwoven in the region, and the
frontier was barely regulated. By the end of the twentieth century, however, the two countries had succeeded in cutting kin,
cultural, economic, and religious connections between the two sides through deportation, forced assimilation, and nationalist
propaganda campaigns. Only with the collapse of the Soviet Union would China and Russia reopen the border, but even today the
line between countries demarcates two distinct regions with remarkably different worldviews and cultures. Drawing on sources in
seven languages, including extensive archival research, interviews, and oral histories, Urbansky stresses the significant role of the
local population in supporting, or more often undermining, the two states' border-making efforts"-This fascinating book covers the history of relations between China and Russia from 1619 to 1758 as their empires expanded into
the steppes of Central Asia and the Amur river valley in Northeast Asia. It thoroughly researches their quarrels with each other and
a third power in Central Asia, the Zunghar Khanate that also attempted to create its own empire. The Zunghar Mongols
represented the last flowering of nomad power in Asia before the modern weapons, muskets and cannon, of China and especially
Russia ended forever the influence of the nomads on World history.
Twenty-two hundred years ago, on the edge of the great Asian steppes, an adventure begins...The land of Alania desperately
needs a new high lord, but gets more than it bargained for when twins are born to its widowed high lady. One is Taminah, and her
birthmark and encounters with the legendary Simurgh presage great things, but the nobles and elders expect her brother to lead
them. When they realize Taminah is the dominant twin, they send her to a remote holding to be trained as a lady and kept out of
her brother's way until she's old enough to wed. But Alania's rulers have underestimated Taminah's determination to forge her own
path ... and none could foresee how a summer among the nomads and Amazons of the steppes will trigger the events that push
her towards her destiny.
The Avars arrived in Europe from the Central Asian steppes in the mid-sixth century CE and dominated much of Central and
Eastern Europe for almost 250 years. Fierce warriors and canny power brokers, the Avars were more influential and durable than
Attila's Huns, yet have remained hidden in history. Walter Pohl's epic narrative, translated into English for the first time, restores
them to their rightful place in the story of early medieval Europe. The Avars offers a comprehensive overview of their history,
tracing the Avars from the construction of their steppe empire in the center of Europe; their wars and alliances with the Byzantines,
Slavs, Lombards, and others; their apex as the first so-called barbarian power to besiege Constantinople (in 626); to their fall
under the Frankish armies of Charlemagne and subsequent disappearance as a distinct cultural group. Pohl uncovers the secrets
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of their society, synthesizing the rich archaeological record recovered from more than 60,000 graves of the period, as well as
accounts of the Avars by Byzantine and other chroniclers. In recovering the story of the fascinating encounter between Eurasian
nomads who established an empire in the heart of Europe and the post-Roman Christian cultures of Europe, this book provides a
new perspective on the origins of medieval Europe itself.
Simplified Chinese edtion of The Empire of the Steppes: A History of Central Asia by Professor Professor Rene Grousset (1885 1952). Grousset was a historian and a respected authority on the history of Central Asia. Published in 1939, "The Empire of the
Steppes" is still considered the standard for history of Central Asia.
Neumann and Wigen counter Euro-centrism in the study of international relations by providing a full account of political
organisation in the Eurasian steppe from the fourth millennium BCE up until the present day. Drawing on a wide range of
archaeological and historical secondary sources, alongside social theory, they discuss the pre-history, history and effect of what
they name the 'steppe tradition'. Writing from an International Relations perspective, the authors give a full treatment of the steppe
tradition's role in early European state formation, as well as explaining how politics in states like Turkey and Russia can be
understood as hybridising the steppe tradition with an increasingly dominant European tradition. They show how the steppe
tradition's ideas of political leadership, legitimacy and concepts of succession politics can help us to understand the policies and
behaviour of such leaders as Putin in Russia and Erdogan in Turkey.
By Steppe, Desert, and Ocean is nothing less than the story of how humans first started building the globalized world we know
today. Set on a huge continental stage, from Europe to China, it is a tale covering over 10,000 years, from the origins of farming
around 9000 BC to the expansion of the Mongols in the thirteenth century AD. An unashamedly 'big history', it charts the
development of European, Near Eastern, and Chinesecivilizations and the growing links between them by way of the Indian
Ocean, the silk Roads, and the great steppe corridor (which crucially allowed horse riders to travel from Mongolia to the Great
Hungarian Plainwithin a year). Along the way, it is also the story of the rise and fall of empires, the development of maritime trade,
and the shattering impact of predatory nomads on their urban neighbours. Above all, as this immense historical panorama unfolds,
we begin to see in clearer focus those basic underlying factors - the acquisitive nature of humanity, the differing environments in
which people live, and the dislocating effect of even slight climatic variation - which havedriven change throughout the ages, and
which help us better understand our world today.
Brilliant horsemen and great fighters, the Scythians were nomadic horsemen who ranged wide across the grasslands of the Asian
steppe from the Altai mountains in the east to the Great Hungarian Plain in the first millennium BC. Their steppe homeland
bordered on a number of sedentary states to the south - the Chinese, the Persians and the Greeks - and there were, inevitably,
numerous interactions between the nomads and their neighbours. The Scythians fought the Persians on a number of occasions, in
one battle killing their king and on another occasion driving the invading army of Darius the Great from the steppe. Relations with
the Greeks around the shores of the Black Sea were rather different - both communities benefiting from trading with each other.
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This led to the development of a brilliant art style, often depicting scenes from Scythian mythology and everyday life. It is from the
writings of Greeks like the historian Herodotus that we learn of Scythian life: their beliefs, their burial practices, their love of
fighting, and their ambivalent attitudes to gender. It is a world that is also brilliantly illuminated by the rich material culture
recovered from Scythian burials, from the graves of kings on the Pontic steppe, with their elaborate gold work and vividly coloured
fabrics, to the frozen tombs of the Altai mountains, where all the organic material - wooden carvings, carpets, saddles and even
tattooed human bodies - is amazingly well preserved. Barry Cunliffe here marshals this vast array of evidence - both
archaeological and textual - in a masterful reconstruction of the lost world of the Scythians, allowing them to emerge in all their
considerable vigour and splendour for the first time in over two millennia.
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