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From the brains behind the New York Times' bestseller, The Book of General Ignorance comes
another wonderful collection of the most outrageous, fascinating, and mind-bending facts,
taking on the hugely popular form of the first book in the internationally bestselling series. Just
when you thought that it was safe to start showing off again, John Lloyd and John Mitchinson
are back with another busload of mistakes and misunderstandings. Here is a new collection of
simple, perfectly obvious questions you'll be quite certain you know the answers to. Whether
it's history, science, sports, geography, literature, language, medicine, the classics, or common
wisdom, you'll be astonished to discover that everything you thought you knew is still
hopelessly wrong. For example, do you know who made the first airplane flight? How many
legs does an octopus have? How much water should you drink every day? What is the chance
of tossing a coin and it landing on heads? What happens if you leave a tooth in a glass of Coke
overnight? What is house dust mostly made from? What was the first dishwasher built to do?
What color are oranges? Who in the world is most likely to kill you? Whatever your answers to
the questions above, you can be sure that everything you think you know is wrong. The
Second Book of General Ignorance is the essential text for everyone who knows they don't
know everything, and an ideal stick with which to beat people who think they do.
INSTANT NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER “One of the most important books I’ve ever
read—an indispensable guide to thinking clearly about the world.” – Bill Gates “Hans Rosling
tells the story of ‘the secret silent miracle of human progress’ as only he can. But Factfulness
does much more than that. It also explains why progress is so often secret and silent and
teaches readers how to see it clearly.” —Melinda Gates "Factfulness by Hans Rosling, an
outstanding international public health expert, is a hopeful book about the potential for human
progress when we work off facts rather than our inherent biases." - Former U.S. President
Barack Obama Factfulness: The stress-reducing habit of only carrying opinions for which you
have strong supporting facts. When asked simple questions about global trends—what
percentage of the world’s population live in poverty; why the world’s population is increasing;
how many girls finish school—we systematically get the answers wrong. So wrong that a
chimpanzee choosing answers at random will consistently outguess teachers, journalists,
Nobel laureates, and investment bankers. In Factfulness, Professor of International Health and
global TED phenomenon Hans Rosling, together with his two long-time collaborators, Anna
and Ola, offers a radical new explanation of why this happens. They reveal the ten instincts
that distort our perspective—from our tendency to divide the world into two camps (usually
some version of us and them) to the way we consume media (where fear rules) to how we
perceive progress (believing that most things are getting worse). Our problem is that we don’t
know what we don’t know, and even our guesses are informed by unconscious and
predictable biases. It turns out that the world, for all its imperfections, is in a much better state
than we might think. That doesn’t mean there aren’t real concerns. But when we worry about
everything all the time instead of embracing a worldview based on facts, we can lose our ability
to focus on the things that threaten us most. Inspiring and revelatory, filled with lively
anecdotes and moving stories, Factfulness is an urgent and essential book that will change the
way you see the world and empower you to respond to the crises and opportunities of the
future. --- “This book is my last battle in my life-long mission to fight devastating
ignorance...Previously I armed myself with huge data sets, eye-opening software, an energetic
learning style and a Swedish bayonet for sword-swallowing. It wasn’t enough. But I hope this
book will be.” Hans Rosling, February 2017.
Knowledge is a big subject, says Stuart Firestein, but ignorance is a bigger one. And it is
ignorance--not knowledge--that is the true engine of science. Most of us have a false
impression of science as a surefire, deliberate, step-by-step method for finding things out and
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getting things done. In fact, says Firestein, more often than not, science is like looking for a
black cat in a dark room, and there may not be a cat in the room. The process is more hit-ormiss than you might imagine, with much stumbling and groping after phantoms. But it is exactly
this "not knowing," this puzzling over thorny questions or inexplicable data, that gets
researchers into the lab early and keeps them there late, the thing that propels them, the very
driving force of science. Firestein shows how scientists use ignorance to program their work, to
identify what should be done, what the next steps are, and where they should concentrate their
energies. And he includes a catalog of how scientists use ignorance, consciously or
unconsciously--a remarkable range of approaches that includes looking for connections to
other research, revisiting apparently settled questions, using small questions to get at big ones,
and tackling a problem simply out of curiosity. The book concludes with four case histories--in
cognitive psychology, theoretical physics, astronomy, and neuroscience--that provide a feel for
the nuts and bolts of ignorance, the day-to-day battle that goes on in scientific laboratories and
in scientific minds with questions that range from the quotidian to the profound. Turning the
conventional idea about science on its head, Ignorance opens a new window on the true
nature of research. It is a must-read for anyone curious about science.
Who made the first aeroplane flight? How many legs does an octopus have? How much water
should you drink every day? What is the chance of tossing a coin and it landing on heads?
What happens if you leave a tooth in a glass of coke overnight? What is house dust mostly
made from? What colour are oranges? Who in the world is most likely to kill you? What was
the first dishwasher built to do?John Lloyd and John Mitchinson, the brains behind QI, here
present a wonderful collection of the most outrageous, fascinating and mind-bending facts,
taking on the popular General Ignorance round from BBC1's top rated quiz and the first book in
the bestselling series. And whatever your answers to the questions above, you can be sure
that everything you think you know is wrong.
Welcome to QI: The Book of the Dead, a biographical dictionary with a twist - one where only
the most interesting people made it in!QI have got together six dozen of the happiest, saddest,
maddest and most successful men and women from history. Celebrate their wisdom, learn
from their mistakes and marvel at their bad taste in clothes. Hans Christian Anderson was
terrified of naked women, Florence Nightingale spent her last fifty years in bed, Sigmund Freud
smoked twenty cigars a day, Catherine de Medici applied a daily face mask made of pigeon
dung, Rembrandt van Rijn died penniless and Madame Mao banned cicadas, rustling noises
and pianos. Carefully collected and ordered by the QI team into themed chapters with thoughtprovoking titles such as 'There's Nothing Like a Bad Start in Life', 'Man Cannot Live by Bread
Alone'. Each chapter reveals hilarious insights into the true nature of the most interesting
people who ever lived, including Isaac Newton, Genghis Khan, Sigmund Freud, Florence
Nightingale and Karl Marx. From the bestselling authors of The Book of General Ignorance and
1,277 Facts to Knock Your Socks Off, comes a fun and inspirational biographical dictionary,
with motivational stories about the famous and the obscure.
One of the biggest problems with modern democracy is that most of the public is usually
ignorant of politics and government. Often, many people understand that their votes are
unlikely to change the outcome of an election and don't see the point in learning much about
politics. This may be rational, but it creates a nation of people with little political knowledge and
little ability to objectively evaluate what they do know. In Democracy and Political Ignorance,
Ilya Somin mines the depths of ignorance in America and reveals the extent to which it is a
major problem for democracy. Somin weighs various options for solving this problem, arguing
that political ignorance is best mitigated and its effects lessened by decentralizing and limiting
government. Somin provocatively argues that people make better decisions when they choose
what to purchase in the market or which state or local government to live under, than when
they vote at the ballot box, because they have stronger incentives to acquire relevant
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information and to use it wisely.
Just when you thought it was safe to start showing off again, the bestselling authors of The
Book of General Ignorance and 1,277 QI Facts To Blow Your Socks Off are back. With a
foreword by Stephen Fry, this parcel of unimaginable information is here to solve a few
common misconceptions, mistakes and misunderstandings. Octopuses have six legs, oranges
aren't orange, bats aren't blind, napoleon wasn't short, vikings didn't wear horned helmets,
there is no such thing as a fish. QI: The Second Book of General Ignorance is the essential set
text for everyone who's proud to admit that they don't know everything, and an ideal stick with
which to beat people who think they do. John Lloyd and John Mitchinson are the bestselling
authors of QI: The Book of General Ignorance and 1,277 QI Facts To Blow Your Socks Off.
Here they present a wonderful collection of astonishingly interesting facts, perfect for pub quiz
lovers, trivia buffs and general knowledge experts alike.

Deliberate ignorance has been known as the ‘Ostrich Instruction’ in law courts since
the 1860s. It illustrates a recurring pattern in history in which figureheads for major
companies, political leaders and industry bigwigs plead ignorance to avoid culpability.
So why do so many figures at the top still get away with it when disasters on their watch
damage so many people’s lives? Does the idea that knowledge is power still apply in
today’s post-truth world? A bold, wide-ranging exploration of the relationship between
ignorance and power in the modern age, from debates over colonial power and
economic rent-seeking in the 18th and 19th centuries to the legal defences of today,
The Unknowers shows that strategic ignorance has not only long been an inherent part
of modern power and big business, but also that true power lies in the ability to
convince others of where the boundary between ignorance and knowledge lies.
Frances FitzGerald's landmark history of Vietnam and the Vietnam War, "A
compassionate and penetrating account of the collision of two societies that remain
untranslatable to one another." (New York Times Book Review) This magisterial work,
based on Frances FitzGerald's many years of research and travels, takes us inside the
history of Vietnam--the traditional, ancestor-worshiping villages, the conflicts between
Communists and anti-Communists, Catholics and Buddhists, generals and monks, the
disruption created by French colonialism, and America's ill-fated intervention--and
reveals the country as seen through Vietnamese eyes. Originally published in 1972,
FIRE IN THE LAKE was the first history of Vietnam written by an American, and
subsequently won the Pulitzer Prize, the Bancroft Prize, and the National Book Award.
With a clarity and insight unrivaled by any author before it or since, Frances FitzGerald
illustrates how America utterly and tragically misinterpreted the realities of Vietnam.
Ignorance and Change analyses the European refugee crisis of 2015–2016 from the
perspective of ignorance studies showing how the media, decision-makers and
academics engaged in the projection and reification of the future in relation to the crisis,
the asylum system, and the solutions that were proposed. Why do recent crises fail to
bring meaningful change? Why do we often see replication of the regimes of ignorance,
inefficient knowledge and expertise practices? This book answers these questions by
shifting the focus from the issue of change to our projections and expectations of what
change will look like. Building on three comprehensive case studies, Poland, Hungary,
and Romania, it demonstrates how ignorance and projectivity were essential for new
Member States not only for managing the crisis but also for reaching a higher level of
autonomy in relation to the EU. Employing an innovative interactional approach to
ignorance, it bridges ignorance studies with sociology of future and migration research.
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Challenging the dominant interest in defining ignorance, it moves the focus from what
ignorance is to what ignorance does. It incorporates the concept of future into
ignorance studies and develops notions such as “projective agency,” “reification of the
future,” “projection by proxy,” and “projectors of EU asylum policies.” The book
provides an erudite background, comprehensive empirical research, and original tools
of analysis for graduate students, researchers, and policy makers interested in crisis
studies, public policy, ignorance studies, social theory, migration studies, and sociology
of the future.
An indispensable compendium of popular misconceptions, misunderstandings and
common mistakes culled from the hit BBC show, QI. From the bestselling authors of
The Book of General Ignorance comes a noticeably stouter edition, with 26% extra
facts and figures perfect for trivia, pub quiz and general knowledge enthusiasts. The QI
team sets out again to show you that a lot of what you think you know is wrong. If, like
Alan Davies, you still think the Henry VIII had six wives, the earth has only one moon,
that George Washington was the first president of the USA, that Bangkok is the capital
of Thailand, that the largest living thing is a blue whale, that Alexander Graham Bell
invented the telephone, that whisky and bagpipes come from Scotland or that Mount
Everest is the world's tallest mountain, then there are at least 200 reasons why this is
the book for you. The researchers at QI have written many bestselling books including
such titles as The QI Book of General Ignorance and 1,277 Facts To Blow Your Socks
Off. They now present a noticeably stouter edition, an indispensable handbook for trivia
lovers, pub quiz enthusiasts and general knowledge experts alike. And remember everything you think you know is still wrong.
This volume is a very interesting research project that includes the most careful work on
constitutional power and limits to authority of which I am aware. In general, the
contributors find that constitutional negotiations normally took place in settings where
uncertainty was considerable. They also find that the more detailed the characterization
of power relationships, the more liberal and durable the democracy tends to be. Roger
D. Congleton This book addresses the issue of the impact of uncertainty in
constitutional design. To what extent do constitution drafters and adopters make their
decisions behind a veil of ignorance? More fundamentally, can we infer from
constitutional texts the degree of uncertainty faced by constitution drafters and
adopters? After an introduction (chapter 1), the book proceeds in two parts. The first
part (chapters 2 to 4) introduces to the intellectual filiation of the project and to its
theoretical and methodological foundations. The second part (chapters 5 to 13)
presents nine case studies built on the same structure: historical account of the making
of the Constitution, results of the content analysis of the constitutional text, and
discussion of specific issues raised in the analysis. Chapter 14 concludes.
Ignorance and Uncertainty overviews a variety of approaches to the problem of
indeterminacies in human thought and behavior. This book examines, in depth, trends
in the psychology of judgment and decision-making under uncertainty or ignorance.
Research from the fields of cognitive psychology, social psychology, organizational
studies, sociology, and social anthroplogy are reviewed here in anticipation of what Dr.
Smithson characterizes as the beginning of a "creative dialogue between these
researchers". Ignorance and Uncertainty offers the conceptual framework for
understanding the paradigms associated with current research. It discusses the ways in
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which attitudes toward ignorance and uncertainty are changing, and addresses issues
previously ignored.
"The Pleasures of Ignorance" by Robert Lynd. Published by Good Press. Good Press
publishes a wide range of titles that encompasses every genre. From well-known
classics & literary fiction and non-fiction to forgotten?or yet undiscovered gems?of world
literature, we issue the books that need to be read. Each Good Press edition has been
meticulously edited and formatted to boost readability for all e-readers and devices. Our
goal is to produce eBooks that are user-friendly and accessible to everyone in a highquality digital format.

The Third Book of General Ignorance gathers together 180 questions, both new
and previously featured on the BBC TV programme's popular 'General Ignorance'
round, and show why, when it comes to general knowledge, none of us knows
anything at all. Who invented the sandwich? What was the best thing before
sliced bread? Who first ate frogs' legs? Which cat never changes its spots? What
did Lady Godiva do? What can you legally do if you come across a Welshman in
Chester after sunset?
For word nerds and grammar geeks, a witty guide to the most commonly
mispronounced words, along with their correct pronunciations and pithy forays
into their fascinating etymologies and histories of use and misuse. With wit and
good humor, this handy little book not only saves us from sticky linguistic
situations but also provides fascinating cocktail-party-ready anecdotes. Entries
reveal how to pronounce boatswain like an old salt on the deck of a ship, trompe
l'oeil like a bona fide art expert, and haricot vert like a foodie, while arming us
with the knowledge of why certain words are correctly pronounced the "slangy"
way (they came about before dictionaries), what stalks of grain have to do with
pronunciation, and more. With bonus sidebars like "How to Sound like a
Seasoned Traveler" and "How to Sound Cultured," readers will be able to speak
about foreign foods and places, fashion, philosophy, and literature with authority.
QI is the smartest comedy show on British television, but few people know that
we're also a major legal hit in Australia, New Zealand, Israel and Africa and an
illegal one on BitTorrent. We also write books and newspaper columns; run a
thriving website, a Facebook page, a Twitter feed; and produce an iPhone App
and a sister Radio 4 programme. At the core of what we do is the astonishing fact
- painstakingly researched and distilled to a brilliant and shocking clarity. In
Einstein's words: 'Everything should be as simple as possible, but not simpler.'
Did you know that: cows moo in regional accents; the entire internet weighs less
than a grain of sand; the dialling code from Britain to Russia is 007; potatoes
have more chromosomes than human beings; the London Underground has
made more money from its famous map than it has from running trains; Tintin is
called Tantan in Japanese because TinTin is pronounced 'Chin chin' and means
penis; the water in the mouth of a blue whale weighs more than its body;
Scotland has twice as many pandas as Conservative MPs; Saddam's bunker was
designed by the grandson of the woman who built Hitler's bunker; Under the
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Wildlife and Countryside Act of 1981, it is explicitly illegal in Britain to use a
machinegun to kill a hedgehog. 1,227 QI Facts To Blow Your Socks Off will make
you look at the universe (and your socks) in an alarming new way.
Sums up the many fields of study where ignorance can undermine our
understanding, while showing how an awareness of ignorance can lead to
exploration and the discovery of new knowledge. The flip side of knowledge is
ignorance. This book explores the vast scope of ignorance, even in an age when
we think we know more than ever before. By marking off this ocean of ignorance
into manageable categories, the author provides a kind of navigational chart to
the unknown, and a series of red flags to all those who claim certitude. The book
first lays out the many branches of ignorance--in education, the media, politics,
religion, science, and other major institutions. It then assesses the costs and
consequences of that ignorance. World conflicts, endemic poverty, environmental
damage, waste, racism, and the manipulative forces of industry and politics that
use propaganda to manipulate the public may all be seen as rooted in ignorance.
But there are positive aspects of ignorance as well. Scientists and artists, by
recognizing what they don't know, are spurred on to new creative approaches
and discoveries, which would never be found by those too comfortable with the
tried and true. The author cites Socrates, whom the Delphic Oracle declared to
be the wisest of all people simply because he realized how much he didn't know.
This book gives you ways to follow in the path that Socrates forged, to counter
the closed minds whose false sense of certainty cannot help but distort reality,
and to be better prepared to take on even the most serious challenges of today.
The Closing of the American Mind, a publishing phenomenon in hardcover, is
now a paperback literary event. In this acclaimed number one national bestseller, one of our country's most distinguished political philosophers argues that
the social/political crisis of 20th-century America is really an intellectual crisis.
Allan Bloom's sweeping analysis is essential to understanding America today. It
has fired the imagination of a public ripe for change.
How much do we really know about anything? As someone else once said, it isn t
what you don t know that does you harm, it s what you know that s wrong. The
Book of General Ignorance sets out to show you how much of what you know is
wrong, incorrect, piffle, nonsense. Now with added ignorance, this massive
bestseller from Stephen Fry and the rest of the QI team is finally out in
paperback. If, like Alan Davies, you still think the Henry VII had six wives, the
earth has only one moon, that George Washington was the first president of the
USA, that Bangkok is the capital of Thailand, that the largest living thing is a blue
whale, that Alexander Graeme Bell invented the telephone, that whisky and
bagpipes come from Scotland or that Mount Everest is the world s tallest
mountain, then there are at least 200 reasons why this is the book for you.
This book argues that ignorance of law should usually be a complete excuse
from criminal liability. It defends this conclusion by invoking two presumptions:
first, the content of criminal law should conform to morality; second, mistakes of
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fact and mistakes of law should be treated symmetrically. The author grounds his
position in an underlying theory of moral and criminal responsibility according to
which blameworthiness consists in a defective response to the moral reasons
one has. Since persons cannot be faulted for failing to respond to reasons for
criminal liability they do not believe they have, then ignorance should almost
always excuse. But persons are somewhat responsible for their wrongs when
their mistakes of law are reckless, that is, when they consciously disregard a
substantial and unjustifiable risk that their conduct might be wrong. This book
illustrates this with examples and critiques the arguments to the contrary offered
by criminal theorists and moral philosophers. It assesses the real-world
implications for the U.S. system of criminal justice. The author describes
connections between the problem of ignorance of law and other topics in moral
and legal theory.
This book examines the popular, yet puzzling, Chinese saying Nande hutu to
uncover how the ancient Chinese wisdom of not knowing is constructed,
interpreted, practiced and valued in contemporary society. Originating in the
calligraphy of Qing-dynasty scholar Zheng Banqiao, Nande hutu translates
literally as: hard to attain muddle-headedness. Mieke Matthyssen traces the
historical development of this saying and related philosophies to reveal a
culturally conditioned, multi-layered inclination to different forms of not knowing.
In contemporary society, she argues, this inclination forms part of a living art: in
some respects, a passive, evasive strategy for self-preservation; in other
respects, a strategy for coping with intrapersonal, interpersonal and social
complexities. Drawing on an extensive range of primary sources and original
research, the analysis skillfully combines philosophical and socio-historical
analysis with theory from Chinese philosophy, philosophical psychology and the
relatively new field of indigenous psychology, to provide an in-depth
understanding of how Nande hutu has shaped, and continues to shape, the
Chinese psyche and behaviour. This book will appeal to all readers looking for
fresh insights into Chinese culture, and in particular to students and scholars of
Chinese and Asian studies, cultural and social anthropology, and philosophical
and indigenous psychology. Mieke Matthyssen is a lecturer in the Department of
Chinese Studies at Ghent University, Belgium. Her research interests focus on
the intellectual history and contemporary interpretation of traditional Chinese
philosophies of life, health strategies and indigenous psychology. She has
published in journals such as Contemporary Chinese Thought and Journal of
Asian History.
A revolutionary call for a new understanding of how people learn. The End of
Ignorance conceives of a world in which no child is left behind – a world based on
the assumption that each child has the potential to be successful in every
subject. John Mighton argues that by recognizing the barriers that we have
experienced in our own educational development, by identifying the moment that
we became disenchanted with a certain subject and forever closed ourselves off
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to it, we will be able to eliminate these same barriers from standing in the way of
our children. A passionate examination of our present education system, The
End of Ignorance shows how we all can work together to reinvent the way that
we are taught. John Mighton, the author of The Myth of Ability, is the founder of
JUMP Math, a system of learning based on the fostering of emergent
intelligence. The program has proved so successful an entire class of Grade 3
students, including so-called slow learners, scored over 90% on a Grade 6 math
test. A group of British children who had effectively been written off as too unruly
responded so enthusiastically and had such impressive results using the JUMP
method that the school board has adopted the program. Inspired by the work he
has done with thousands of students, Mighton shows us why we must not
underestimate how much ground can be covered one small step at a time, and
challenges us to re-examine the assumptions underlying current educational
theory. He pays attention to how kids pay attention, chronicles what captures
their imaginations, and explains why their sense of self-confidence and ability to
focus are as important to their academic success at school as the content of their
lessons.
Once treated as the absence of knowledge, ignorance today has become a
highly influential topic in its own right, commanding growing attention across the
natural and social sciences where a wide range of scholars have begun to
explore the social life and political issues involved in the distribution and strategic
use of not knowing. The field is growing fast and this handbook reflects this
interdisciplinary field of study by drawing contributions from economics,
sociology, history, philosophy, cultural studies, anthropology, feminist studies,
and related fields in order to serve as a seminal guide to the political, legal and
social uses of ignorance in social and political life. Chapter 33 of this book is
freely available as a downloadable Open Access PDF under a Creative
Commons Attribution-Non Commercial-No Derivatives 4.0 license available here:
https://tandfbis.s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/rtfiles/docs/Open+Access+Chapters/9780415718967_oachapter33.pdf
There are so many ways the world around you is not what you think it is. After all,
the world is a strange place and it's growing more bizarre every day. Our world is
made even stranger when we find out that beliefs and things we've held dear for
ages, are not what we think they are. But don't worry, You think you know
everything, you don't know how wrong you are book will set the record straight on
all the common myths that most people take for fact, making you the most wellinformed person in town. So next time someone proclaims that Napoleon
Bonaparte was short, or that shaving causes hair to grow back thicker, you can
correct them, and tell them smugly that everything they think they know is wrong.
This book will expose the truth behind common myths and misconceptions. It
may turn some of your thoughts about the world upside down, from law, history,
religion, science, to body, food, mind, sport and nature. It also gives you a whole
new look at the world around and you will soon realize that everything you think
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you know about the world is wrong.
An introduction to the new area of ignorance studies that examines how science
produces ignorance—both actively and passively, intentionally and unintentionally.
We may think of science as our foremost producer of knowledge, but for the past
decade, science has also been studied as an important source of ignorance. The
historian of science Robert Proctor has coined the term agnotology to refer to the
study of ignorance, and much of the ignorance studied in this new area is
produced by science. Whether an active or passive construct, intended or
unintended, this ignorance is, in Proctor's words, “made, maintained, and
manipulated” by science. This volume examines forms of scientific ignorance
and their consequences. A dialogue between Proctor and Peter Galison offers
historical context, presenting the concerns and motivations of pioneers in the
field. Essays by leading historians and philosophers of science examine the
active construction of ignorance by biased design and interpretation of
experiments and empirical studies, as seen in the “false advertising” by climate
change deniers; the “virtuous” construction of ignorance—for example, by
curtailing research on race- and gender-related cognitive differences; and
ignorance as the unintended by-product of choices made in the research
process, when rules, incentives, and methods encourage an emphasis on the
beneficial and commercial effects of industrial chemicals, and when certain
concepts and even certain groups' interests are inaccessible in a given
conceptual framework. Contributors Martin Carrier, Carl F. Cranor, Peter Galison,
Paul Hoyningen-Huene, Philip Kitcher, Janet Kourany, Hugh Lacey, Robert
Proctor, Londa Schiebinger, Miriam Solomon, Torsten Wilholt
An exploration of what we can know about what we don't know: why ignorance is
more than simply a lack of knowledge. Ignorance is trending. Politicians boast,
“I'm not a scientist.” Angry citizens object to a proposed state motto because it is
in Latin, and “This is America, not Mexico or Latin America.” Lack of experience,
not expertise, becomes a credential. Fake news and repeated falsehoods are
accepted and shape firm belief. Ignorance about American government and
history is so alarming that the ideal of an informed citizenry now seems quaint.
Conspiracy theories and false knowledge thrive. This may be the Information
Age, but we do not seem to be well informed. In this book, philosopher Daniel
DeNicola explores ignorance—its abundance, its endurance, and its
consequences. DeNicola aims to understand ignorance, which seems at first
paradoxical. How can the unknown become known—and still be unknown? But he
argues that ignorance is more than a lack or a void, and that it has dynamic and
complex interactions with knowledge. Taking a broadly philosophical approach,
DeNicola examines many forms of ignorance, using the metaphors of ignorance
as place, boundary, limit, and horizon. He treats willful ignorance and describes
the culture in which ignorance becomes an ideological stance. He discusses the
ethics of ignorance, including the right not to know, considers the supposed
virtues of ignorance, and concludes that there are situations in which ignorance is
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morally good. Ignorance is neither pure nor simple. It is both an accusation and a
defense (“You are ignorant!” “Yes, but I didn't know!”). Its practical effects range
from the inconsequential to the momentous. It is a scourge, but, DeNicola argues
daringly, it may also be a refuge, a value, even an accompaniment to virtue.
Psychologists, economists, historians, computer scientists, sociologists,
philosophers, and legal scholars explore the conscious choice not to seek
information. The history of intellectual thought abounds with claims that
knowledge is valued and sought, yet individuals and groups often choose not to
know. We call the conscious choice not to seek or use knowledge (or
information) deliberate ignorance. When is this a virtue, when is it a vice, and
what can be learned from formally modeling the underlying motives? On which
normative grounds can it be judged? Which institutional interventions can
promote or prevent it? In this book, psychologists, economists, historians,
computer scientists, sociologists, philosophers, and legal scholars explore the
scope of deliberate ignorance.
“Check your privilege” is not a request for a simple favor. It asks white people to
consider the painful dimensions of what they have been socialized to ignore. Alison
Bailey’s The Weight of Whiteness: A Feminist Engagement with Privilege, Race, and
Ignorance examines how whiteness misshapes our humanity, measuring the weight of
whiteness in terms of its costs and losses to collective humanity. People of color feel
the weight of whiteness daily. The resistant habits of whiteness and its attendant
privileges, however, make it difficult for white people to feel the damage. White people
are more comfortable thinking about white supremacy in terms of what privilege does
for them, rather than feeling what it does to them. The first half of the book focuses on
the overexposed side of white privilege, the side that works to make the invisible and
intangible structures of power more visible and tangible. Bailey discusses the
importance of understanding privileges intersectionally, the ignorance-preserving habits
of “white talk,” and how privilege and ignorance circulate in educational settings. The
second part invites white readers to explore the underexposed side of white
dominance, the weightless side that they would rather not feel. The final chapters are
powerfully autobiographical. Bailey engages readers with a deeply personal account of
what it means to hold space with the painful weight of whiteness in her own life. She
also offers a moving account of medicinal genealogies, which helps to engage the
weight she inherits from her settler colonial ancestors. The book illustrates how the
gravitational pull of white ignorance and comfort are stronger than the clean pain
required for collective liberation. The stakes are high: Failure to hold the weight of
whiteness ensures that white people will continue to blow the weight of historical
trauma through communities of color.
Fast on the heels of the New York Times bestseller The Book of General Ignorance
comes The Book of Animal Ignorance, a fun, fact-?lled bestiary that is sure to delight
animal lovers everywhere. Arranged alphabetically from aardvark to worm, here are
one hundred of the most interesting members of the animal kingdom explained,
dissected, and illustrated, with the trademark wit and wisdom of John Lloyd and John
Mitchinson. Did you know, for instance, that • when a young albatross takes wing, it
may stay aloft for ten years • vampire bat saliva—unsurprisingly, when you think about
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it—is the source of the world’s most powerful blood thinning drug, appropriately called
draculin • bombardier beetles fire a boiling chemical spray out of their rears at 300
pulses per second • a bald eagle’s feathers weigh twice as much as its bones • a giant
tortoise recently died at the documented age of 255 • octopuses are dexterous enough
to unscrew tops from jars • spider silk is so light that a strand long enough to circle the
world would weigh as much as a bar of soap? So meet the water bears that can live in
suspension for hundreds of years, the parasite carried by your cat that makes men
grumpy and women promiscuous, and the woodlouse that drinks through its bottom.
Marvel at elephants that walk on tiptoe, pigs that shine in the dark, and woodpeckers
that have ears on the ends of their tongues. If you still think a pangolin is a musical
instrument, that hyenas are dogs, or that sheep are pointless and stupid, The Book of
Animal Ignorance has arrived just in time.
An original and provocative exploration of our capacity to ignore what is inconvenient or
traumatic Ignorance, whether passive or active, conscious or unconscious, has always
been a part of the human condition, Renata Salecl argues. What has changed in our
post-truth, postindustrial world is that we often feel overwhelmed by the constant flood
of information and misinformation. It sometimes seems impossible to differentiate
between truth and falsehood and, as a result, there has been a backlash against the
idea of expertise, and a rise in the number of people actively choosing not to know. The
dangers of this are obvious, but Salecl challenges our assumptions, arguing that there
may also be a positive side to ignorance, and that by addressing the role of ignorance
in society, we may also be able to reclaim the role of knowledge. Drawing on
philosophy, social and psychoanalytic theory, popular culture, and her own experience,
Salecl explores how the passion for ignorance plays out in many different aspects of life
today, from love, illness, trauma, and the fear of failure to genetics, forensic science,
big data, and the incel movement—and she concludes that ignorance is a complex
phenomenon that can, on occasion, benefit individuals and society as a whole. The
result is a fascinating investigation of how the knowledge economy became an
ignorance economy, what it means for us, and what it tells us about the world today.
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • Misconceptions, misunderstandings, and flawed
facts finally get the heave-ho in this humorous, downright humiliating book of
reeducation based on the phenomenal British bestseller. Challenging what most of us
assume to be verifiable truths in areas like history, literature, science, nature, and
more,The Book of General Ignorance is a witty “gotcha” compendium of how little we
actually know about anything. It’ll have you scratching your head wondering why we
even bother to go to school. Think Magellan was the first man to circumnavigate the
globe, baseball was invented in America, Henry VIII had six wives, Mount Everest is the
tallest mountain? Wrong, wrong, wrong, and wrong again. You’ll be surprised at how
much you don’t know! Check out The Book of General Ignorance for more fun entries
and complete answers to the following: How long can a chicken live without its head?
About two years. What do chameleons do? They don’t change color to match the
background. Never have; never will. Complete myth. Utter fabrication. Total Lie. They
change color as a result of different emotional states. How many legs does a centipede
have? Not a hundred. How many toes has a two-toed sloth? It’s either six or eight.
Who was the first American president? Peyton Randolph. What were George
Washington’s false teeth made from? Mostly hippopotamus. What was James Bond’s
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favorite drink? Not the vodka martini.
John Lloyd and John Mitchinson have proven themselves to be masters at digging up
obscure facts, abstruse information, and amusing anecdotes and presenting them
effortlessly, somewhat slyly, with either great wit or at least a little bit of tongue in
cheek. Their gifts are on full display in Quote Interesting, a lively, wonderfully enjoyable
anthology of hundreds of quotes you probably have never heard before, arranged
thematically from A to Z. From laugh-out-loud-funny bon mots to some real
headscratchers, Lloyd and Mitchinson have gathered a universe of star-studded blurbs
like: “The Beatles are dying in the wrong order.” —Victor Lewis Smith “When you forget
to eat, you know you’re alive.” —Henry James “I think people would be alive today if
there were a death penalty.” —Nancy Reagan “You know ‘that look’ women get when
they want sex? Me neither.” —Steve Martin
Technology and increasing levels of education have exposed people to more
information than ever before. These societal gains, however, have also helped fuel a
surge in narcissistic and misguided intellectual egalitarianism that has crippled informed
debates on any number of issues. Today, everyone knows everything: with only a quick
trip through WebMD or Wikipedia, average citizens believe themselves to be on an
equal intellectual footing with doctors and diplomats. All voices, even the most
ridiculous, demand to be taken with equal seriousness, and any claim to the contrary is
dismissed as undemocratic elitism. Tom Nichols' The Death of Expertise shows how
this rejection of experts has occurred: the openness of the internet, the emergence of a
customer satisfaction model in higher education, and the transformation of the news
industry into a 24-hour entertainment machine, among other reasons. Paradoxically,
the increasingly democratic dissemination of information, rather than producing an
educated public, has instead created an army of ill-informed and angry citizens who
denounce intellectual achievement. When ordinary citizens believe that no one knows
more than anyone else, democratic institutions themselves are in danger of falling
either to populism or to technocracy or, in the worst case, a combination of both. An
update to the 2017breakout hit, the paperback edition of The Death of Expertise
provides a new foreword to cover the alarming exacerbation of these trends in the
aftermath of Donald Trump's election. Judging from events on the ground since it first
published, The Death of Expertise issues a warning about the stability and survival of
modern democracy in the Information Age that is even more important today.
Many human beings have considered the powers and the limits of human knowledge,
but few have wondered about the power that the idea of knowledge has over us. The
Madness of Knowledge is the first book to investigate this emotional inner life of
knowledge – the lusts, fantasies, dreams and fears that the idea of knowing provokes.
There are in-depth discussions of the imperious will to know, of Freud’s epistemophilia,
or love of knowledge, and the curiously insistent links between madness, magical
thinking and the desire for knowledge. Steven Connor also probes secrets and
revelations, quarreling and the history of quizzes and ‘general knowledge’, charlatanry
and pretension, both the violent disdain and the sanctification of the stupid, as well as
the emotional investment in the spaces and places of knowledge, from the study to the
library. In an age of artificial intelligence, alternative facts and mistrust of truth, The
Madness of Knowledge offers an opulent, enlarging and sometimes unnerving
psychopathology of intellectual life.
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