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This book explores and interrogates the
food–water–energy nexus, arguably the most crucial
factor in sustaining India’s economic development. The
book sheds light on different experiences faced in states
across India, including the consequences of electricity
tariff reforms and related policies on irrigated agriculture.
Part 1 focuses on the historical development of
agriculture and social change in India, with special
reference to the mode of responses and adaptations in
social systems against the inherent low and erratic
rainfall and resulting water stress in India during the precolonial period. Additionally, it investigates how colonial
development destroyed social systems and discusses
future development prospects. Part 2 discusses
contemporary issues of agriculture and social change in
India. A comprehensive examination of various important
issues related to South Asian agricultural development in
the past and in the present, this book will be a valuable
reference for researchers of Asian development,
sustainable development, environmental policy, South
Asian Studies and Development Studies.
Environmental issues stretch across scales of
geographic space and require action at multiple levels of
jurisdiction, including the individual level, community
level, national level, and global level. Much of the
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environmental governance tends to overlook the role of
sub-national governments, but this study examines the
potential of sub-national participation to make policy
choices which are congruent with global strategies and
national mandates. This book investigates the emerging
actors and new channels of Japan’s environmental
governance which has been taking shape within an
increasingly globalized international system. By
analysing this important new phenomenon, it sheds light
on the changing nature of Japan’s environmental policy
and politics, and shows how the links between global
strategies, national mandates and local action serve as
an influential factor in Japan’s changing structures of
environmental governance. Further, it demonstrates that
decision-making competencies are shared between
actors operating at different levels and in new spheres of
authority, resulting from collaboration between state and
non-state actors. It highlights a number of the problems,
challenges, and critiques of the actors in environmental
governance, as well as raising new empirical and
theoretical puzzles for the future study of governance
over environmental and global issues. Finally, it
concludes that changes in the tiers and new spheres of
authority are leading the nation towards an
environmentally stable future positioned within socioeconomic and political constraints. Demonstrating that
bridging policy gaps between local action, national policy
and global strategies is potentially a way of reinventing
environmental policy, this book will be of interest to
students and scholars of Environmental Studies,
Page 2/28

Access Free Sustainability In Contemporary Rural
Japan Challenges And Opportunities Routledge
Studies
In Asia
And and
TheJapanese
Environment
Environmental
Politics
Politics.
Craft Economies provides a wide-ranging exploration of
contemporary craft production, situating practices of
amateur and professional making within a wider creative
economy. Contributors address a diverse range of
practices, sites and forms of making in a wide range of
regional and national contexts, from floristry to ceramics
and from crochet to coding. The volume considers the
role of digital practices of making and the impact of the
maker's movement as part of larger trends around
customisation, on-demand production, and the
possibilities of 3D printing and digital manufacturing.
Seeking to challenge negative perceptions within
Japanese media and politics on the future of the
countryside, the contributors to this book present a
counterargument to the inevitable demise of rural
society. Contrary to the dominant argument, which holds
outmigration and demographic hyper-aging as primarily
responsible for rural decline, this book highlights the
spatial dimension of power differences behind uneven
development in contemporary Japan. Including many fi
eldwork-based case studies, the chapters discuss topics
such as corporate farming, local energy systems and
public healthcare, examining the constraints and
possibilities of rural self-determination under the
centripetal impact of forces located both in and outside of
the country. Focusing on asymmetries of power to
explore regional autonomy and heteronomy, it also
examines "peripheralization" and the "global
countryside," two recent theoretical contributions to the fi
eld, as a common framework. Japan’s New Ruralities
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of debates on globalization and power differences. As
such, it will be of interest to students and scholars of
sociology, anthropology, human geography and politics,
as well as Japanese Studies.
This significant and timely volume focuses on the unique
trajectory of tourism development in Japan, which has
been characterized by an historical emphasis on
promoting both domestic and international tourism to
Japanese tourists, followed by the more recent policy of
competing aggressively in the international incoming
tourist market. Initial chapters present an overview of
past and present tourism, including policy and research
perspectives. Thematic perspectives on tourism and
specific contexts and places in which tourism occurs are
then examined. Strains of Japanese tourism such as
sport, surf, forest, mountain, urban, tea, pilgrimage and
even whaling heritage tourism are among those
analyzed. The book also explores tourism’s role in
confronting difficult pasts and presents, and the
challenges facing the development of tourism in
contemporary Japan. A short postscript outlines some of
the challenges and possible future directions tourism in
Japan may take in light of the COVID-19 crisis. Written
by a team of well-known editors and contributors,
including academics from Japan, this volume will be of
great interest to upper-students and researchers and
academics in development studies, cultural studies,
geography and tourism.
This book provides an insightful sociological study of the
declining Japanese population, using statistical analysis
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of municipal power using
demographic data on national, regional, prefectural and
municipal levels. Penned by one of Japan's eminent
sociologists, it provides a quantitative characterization of
population decline in Japan with a focus on regional
variation, and identifies the principal explanatory factors
through GPI statistical software tools such as G-census
and EvaCva, within a historical perspective.
Furthermore, it offers a qualitative assessment of what
constitutes ‘municipal power’ as this relates to
regional/local revitalization as a means of addressing
municipal population decline. Using Goki-Shichido as a
theoretical framework, this book pays special attention to
municipal variations within the same prefecture,
presenting a completely unique approach. In combining
these two dimensions of analyses, the book successfully
reveals the impact of municipal power and socio-cultural
identity of social capital in the region, from both
quantitative and qualitative perspectives at the municipal
level. Demography issues in Japan have been receiving
increasing attention among researchers given the
growing number of declining populations in developed
countries, in tandem with rapid aging and low fertility
trends. Providing an original and unique contribution to
regional population analysis in the fields of regional
demography, historical demography and regional
population policy, this book shows that the revitalization
of the community is vital if Japan is to increase its
population, so as to renew a community ‘raison d'être’.
The book is of interest to scholars of Asian studies more
broadly, and to sociologists, demographers, and
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specifically. "Providing an informative and vivid overview
of the demographic situation of Japan, the author offers
excellent suggestions for effective regional policy in
confronting a shrinking society. This book presents a
unique analysis of the regional variations on small
municipal levels, with demographic variables, social
indicators and historical identities. An original
contribution to regional population analysis in the fields
of regional population policy, regional demography and
historical demography." - Toshihiko Hara, Professor
Emeritus, Sapporo City University
Explores the social, cultural, and political explanations
for Japan's environmental problems through a local and
national study.
In June 2014, FAO member-states endorsed the
Voluntary Guidelines for Securing Sustainable SmallScale Fisheries (SSF Guidelines). These Guidelines are
one of the most significant landmarks for small-scale
fisheries around the world. They are comprehensive in
terms of topics covered, and progressive, with their
foundations based on human rights and other key
principles. It can be anticipated that implementing the
SSF Guidelines, whether at local, national, or regional
levels, will be challenging. This book contains in-depth
case studies where authors discuss the extent to which
the Guidelines can help improve the realities of smallscale fishing men and women globally and make their
livelihoods and communities more secure. This will
require policy intervention and innovation, along with
contributions of civil society organizations and academia.
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of fishing people so that they can become active
participants in decision making on matters where their
well-being and human rights are at stake. By endorsing
the SSF Guidelines, states have committed themselves
to support and facilitate this development. This book
asks whether states can successfully “walk the talk,”
and provides advice as to how they can do so. The
collection of case studies sets the platform for an
interactive dialogue space for researchers, policy
makers, civil society and small-scale fishing communities
to start the conversation about the monitoring and
evaluation of the implementation of the SSF Guidelines
at local, national, regional and global levels. An added
value is that it helps add focus to our work as civil society
activists involved in ensuring the application of the SSF
Guidelines. Naseegh Jaffer – General Secretary, World
Forum of Fisher People (WFFP) This collection offers
many ways in which institutions enabling small-scale
fisheries can protect and promote sustainability, food
security, customary tenure, self-management, and
market access, while fostering such benefits as
ecosystem-based management, protected areas,
incorporation of local knowledge, and poverty alleviation.
You will want to put this book in the hands of policymakers and practitioners immediately -- and for years to
come. Evelyn Pinkerton – Professor, Simon Fraser
University, Canada

Greater Central Asia encompasses a vast area that
includes deserts, natural grasslands, steppes,
shrublands and alpine regions. Many of these land
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types are degraded and productivity is falling at a
time when human populations and livestock
inventories are on the rise. Ecosystem stability and
biodiversity are under threat and there is an urgent
need to develop more sustainable land management
regimes. This book uses an integrated regional
approach to provide a comprehensive exploration of
sustainable land development in Central Asia. An
interdisciplinary team of experts analyses the
economic, ecological, sociological, technological and
political factors surrounding sustainable land and
water management in the region, sharing potential
problems and solutions. As international concern
about desertification grows, the book concludes by
asking how the region is likely to develop in the
future. This book will be of value to scholars,
students, policy makers and NGOs with an interest
in sustainable development in Central Asia.
An introduction to contemporary rural societies and
economies in the developed world, 'Rural
Geography' examines the social and economic
processes at work in the contemporary countryside.
This book focuses on the rural and urban
environments, and the wide-ranging representations
of various players' interacting activities that preserve
or destroy these environments. The key issues
contemporary to the rural and urban communities
include appropriate overall environmental
governance involving collaboration and competition
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among different actors, preservation or creation of a
rich and lively living environment, and a search for
ways to ensure the inheritance of our greatest assets
for following generations. This volume presents
current key academic findings, while also
considering interactions between humans and
nature, such as local resource management through
the commons, and rural–urban interdependence.
This book examines cultural participation from three
different, but interrelated perspectives: participatory
art and aesthetics; participatory digital media, and
participatory cultural policies and institutions.
Focusing on how ideals and practices relating to
cultural participation express and (re)produce
different "cultures of participation", an
interdisciplinary team of authors demonstrate how
the areas of arts, digital media, and cultural policy
and institutions are shaped by different but
interrelated contextual backgrounds. Chapters offer
a variety of perspectives and strategies for
empirically identifying "cultures of participation" and
their current transformations and tensions in various
regional and national settings. This book will be of
interest to academics and cultural leaders in the
areas of museum studies, media and
communications, arts, arts education, cultural
studies, curatorial studies and digital studies. It will
also be relevant for cultural workers, artists and
policy makers interested in the participatory agenda
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The Routledge Handbook of Contemporary Japan
presents a synthesized, interdisciplinary study of
contemporary Japan based on up-to-date theoretical
models designed to provide readers with a
comprehensive and full understanding of the
dynamics of contemporary Japan. In order to
achieve this, the Handbook is organized into two
parts. Part I, ‘Foundations’, clarifies the state of
contemporary Japan topic by topic by referring to the
latest theoretical developments in the relevant
disciplinary fields of politics, international relations,
economy, society, culture and the personal. Part II,
‘Issues’, then offers a series of concrete analyses
building upon the theoretical discussions introduced
in Part I to help undergraduate and postgraduate
students learn how to conduct independent analysis.
Locating Japan in a comparative and
interdisciplinary perspective, this Handbook is an
essential resource for students and scholars
interested in Japanese studies, Asian studies and
global studies.
East Asian societies continue to react to
developments occurring in the Western part of the
world as well as influence development elsewhere
due to the global reach of East Asian economies and
the increased political weight of East Asian societies.
These systems have distinctive features often
connected with local social and cultural traditions.
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However, these traditions are constantly being
reinterpreted, and the changing meanings attached
to them must be taken into account. Recent Social,
Environmental, and Cultural Issues in East Asian
Societies is an essential research book that explores
various social, environmental, and cultural issues
challenging modern East Asian cultures and their
implications on society. Featuring a wide range of
topics such as local identity, social risk, and
government policy, this book is ideal for researchers,
policymakers, sociologists, managers,
anthropologists, politicians, diplomats,
academicians, and students.
In the last thirty years, China has experienced rapid
economic development and urbanisation which has
resulted in high levels of environmental degradation
and has put considerable pressure on the country’s
infrastructure and natural resources. As China
commits to considerably lower the carbon intensity of
its economy, this volume analyses and explains the
governance of climate change mitigation responses
in major Chinese cities. The book focuses
specifically on two highly carbon intensive sectors,
buildings and transport, in Guangzhou, Shenzhen,
and Hong Kong to explore how collaborative
municipal networks function in practice in Chinese
cities. The authors find that effective coordination
relies on the political will of local administrative
elites, the political significance attached to climate
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change issues, the legitimate authority granted to the
coordinating agency, and human and financial
capitals. Collaboration is hampered by limited span
of network engagement, inadequate authority of the
primary network participants, insufficient input and
output legitimacy of the sectoral innovations, and
missing linkages across functionally segregated
sectors. The book concludes that the enhanced
collaboration and coordination between networks
that has emerged in the process of low carbon
transitions is transforming the Chinese
environmental state into a more pluralistic, inclusive
and legitimate one. This book will be of interest to
researchers and practitioners across disciplines
including Chinese studies, environmental politics and
policy, urban studies, and planning and geography.
Depopulation, Deindustrialisation and Disasters are
three of the biggest problems facing Japan today.
This book discusses how sustainable communities
are being created in Japan in an attempt to
overcome the threat of the triple Ds . It provides an
overview of how each of these three core issues
endangers the sustainability of local communities
especially, but also discusses how they might also
provide an opportunity to replace outdated
paradigms, rooted in expansion and competition,
with a new way forward on a global scale. The
authors explore how the Japanese government has
followed the worldwide trend of implementing neoPage 12/28
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liberal policies in response to globalisation and how
these policies have resulted in a mass exodus into
larger cities such as Tokyo, leaving local
communities more vulnerable to socio-economic
threats. The authors highlight non-metropolitan
areas facing the ‘triple D’ threat and introduce
several case studies on how these are working
towards achieving a more sustainable future. Written
by members of the LORC (Research Centre for the
Local Public Human Resources and Policy
Development, Ryukoku University) this collection will
be invaluable to scholars across the social and
political sciences and to those interested in how
innovative policy making can positively influence
sustainable development.
Contemporary Japan is in a state of transition,
caused by the forces of globalization that are
derailing its ailing economy, stalemating the political
establishment and generating alternative lifestyles
and possibilities of the self. Amongst this nascent
change, Japanese society is confronted with new
challenges to answer the fundamental question of
how to live a good life of meaning, purpose and
value. This book, based on extensive fieldwork and
original research, considers how specific groups of
Japanese people view and strive for the pursuit of
happiness. It examines the importance of
relationships, family, identity, community and selffulfilment, amongst other factors. The book
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demonstrates how the act of balancing social norms
and agency is at the root of the growing diversity of
experiencing happiness in Japan today.
As Japan comes to grips with a decade of economic
malaise after its spectacular post-war growth record,
how will Japanese society react? Contributors to this
volume examine the challenges ahead for Japan in
the fields of politics, economics, sociology,
environment and business. This multidisciplinary
inquiry looks for areas of continuity and for new
directions in government, business and social policy
and practice. Also examined is how Western
students should approach the study of Japan; what
new directions should institutions take to ensure that
students learn about the `real' Japan? Written by
Canadian academics, the articles in this volume will
be of interest to academics and policy-makers
studying or teaching about contemporary Japan.
This multidisciplinary companion offers a
comprehensive overview of the global arena of
public art. It is organised around four distinct topics:
activation, social justice, memory and identity, and
ecology, with a final chapter mapping significant
works of public and social practice art around the
world between 2008 and 2018. The thematic
approach brings into view similarities and differences
in the recent globalisation of public art practices,
while the multidisciplinary emphasis allows for a
consideration of the complex outcomes and
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consequences of such practices, as they engage
different disciplines and communities and affect a
diversity of audiences beyond the existing 'art world'.
The book will highlight an international selection of
artist projects that illustrate the themes. This book
will be of interest to scholars in contemporary art, art
history, urban studies, and museum studies.
Shinto, Nature and Ideology in Contemporary Japan
is the first systematic study of Shinto's environmental
turn. The book traces the development in recent
decades of the idea of Shinto as an 'ancient nature
religion,' and a resource for overcoming
environmental problems. The volume shows how
these ideas gradually achieved popularity among
scientists, priests, Shinto-related new religious
movements and, eventually, the conservative shrine
establishment. Aike P. Rots argues that central to
this development is the notion of chinju no mori: the
sacred groves surrounding many Shinto shrines.
Although initially used to refer to remaining areas of
primary or secondary forest, today the term has
come to be extended to any sort of shrine land,
signifying not only historical and ecological continuity
but also abstract values such as community spirit,
patriotism and traditional culture. The book shows
how Shinto's environmental turn has also provided
legitimacy internationally: influenced by the global
discourse on religion and ecology, in recent years
the Shinto establishment has actively engaged with
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international organizations devoted to the
conservation of sacred sites. Shinto sacred forests
thus carry significance locally as well as nationally
and internationally, and figure prominently in
attempts to reposition Shinto in the centre of public
space.
The idea that Japan is a socially homogenous,
uniform society has been increasingly challenged in
recent years. This book takes the resulting view
further by highlighting how Japan, far from singular
or monolithic, is socially and culturally complex. It
engages with particular life situations, exploring the
extent to which personal experiences and lifestyle
choices influence this contemporary multifaceted
nation-state. Adopting a theoretically engaged
ethnographic approach, and considering a range of
"escapes" both physical and metaphorical, this book
provides a rich picture of the fusions and fissures
that comprise Japan and Japaneseness today.
Agriculture has been among the toughest political
battlegrounds in postwar Japan and represents an
ideal case study in institutional stability and change.
Inefficient land use and a rapidly aging workforce
have long been undermining the economic viability
of the agricultural sector. Yet vested interests in the
small-scale, part-time agricultural production
structure have obstructed major reforms. Change
has instead occurred in more subtle ways. Since the
mid-1990s, a gradual reform process has dismantled
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some of the core pillars of the postwar agricultural
support and protection regime. Harvesting State
Support analyzes this process by shifting the
analytical focus to the local level. Drawing on
extensive qualitative field research, Hanno Jentzsch
investigates how local actors, including farmers,
local governments, and local agricultural
cooperatives, have translated abstract policies into
local practice. Showing how local variants are
constructed through recombining national reforms
with the local informal institutional environment,
Harvesting State Support reveals new links between
agricultural reform and other shifts in Japan’s
political economy.
Food security; Food system; Rice production
systems: challenges for rice research in Asia; Rice
production systems: biodiversity; Economic
considerations; Case studies.
Stakeholders Management and Ecotourism looks at
the thematic area of stakeholder management within
the concept of ecotourism. It reviews the paradoxes
that exist within the stakeholder relationships,
ranging from building community resilience,
collaboration aspects, measurement grids, product
development, governance matters and managing
conflict. It highlights, through its chapters, the
diversity of issues as well as their possible solutions.
This book will be of interest to students, practitioners
as well as to faculty that do research in these areas.
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The collection of chapters in this book can be used
to give a theoretical underpinning to stakeholder
management within ecotourism and provide a global
applied perspective through the use of the case
studies from an intellectual group of academics and
practitioners. The chapters in this book were
originally published as a special issue of the Journal
of Ecotourism.
Over the last 70 years, Japanese Studies scholarship
has gone through several dominant paradigms, from
‘demystifying the Japanese’, to analysis of Japanese
economic strength, to discussion of global interest in
Japanese popular culture. This book assesses this
literature, considering future directions for research into
the 2020s and beyond. Shifting the geographical
emphasis of Japanese Studies away from the West to
the Asia-Pacific region, this book identifies topic areas in
which research focusing on Japan will play an important
role in global debates in the coming years. This includes
the evolution of area studies, coping with aging
populations, the various patterns of migration and
environmental breakdown. With chapters from an
international team of contributors, including significant
representation from the Asia-Pacific region, this book
enacts Yoshio Sugimoto’s notion of ‘cosmopolitan
methodology’ to discuss Japan in an interdisciplinary
and transnational context and provides overviews of how
Japanese Studies is evolving in other Asian countries
such as China and Indonesia. New Frontiers in
Japanese Studies is a thought-provoking volume and will
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In the historical literature on Japan, rural people have
tended to be regarded as the exploited victims of the
industrialisation process. This book provides an
alternative view of the role and significance of the rural
economy in Japan’s emergence as an economic power
prior to World War II. Using theories and approaches
derived from development studies and economic history
the book describes the nineteenth-century development
of a diversified, proto-industrial rural economy, focusing
on the strategies employed by households as they
sought to secure and improve their livelihoods. The book
argues that rural people, through their ‘industrious
revolution’, played an active part in determining the
course of Japan’s agrarian transition and, eventually,
the distinctive features of industrial Japan’s political
economy, with the result that rural life still figures largely
in the reality and imagination of contemporary Japan.
Historical Dictionary of Postwar Japan, Second Edition
contains a chronology, an introduction, and an extensive
bibliography. The dictionary section has several hundred
cross-referenced entries on important personalities,
politics, economy, foreign relations, religion, and culture.
Amidst growing environmental concerns worldwide,
Japan is seen as particularly vulnerable to the effects of
changing climate. This book considers Japan’s
response to the climate change problem from the late
1980s up to the present day, assessing how the
Japanese government’s policy-making process has
developed over time. From the early days of climate
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through
the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate Change conferences
and Kyoto Protocol, right up to the 2015 negotiations, the
book examines the environmental, economic, and
political factors that have shaped policy. As the 2015
Conference of the Parties to the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate Change projects
forward beyond 2020, the book concludes by analyzing
how Japan has placed itself in the global climate change
debate and how the country might and should respond to
the problem in the future, based on the findings from
accumulated history.
As one of the world’s largest and most bio-diverse
countries, India’s approach to environmental policy will
be very significant in tackling global environmental
challenges. This book explores the transformations that
have taken place in the making of environmental policy
in India since the economic liberalization of the 1990s. It
investigates if there has been a slow shift from top-down
planning to increasingly bottom up and participatory
policy processes, examining the successes and failures
of recent environmental policies. Linking deliberation to
collective action, this book contends that it is crucial to
involve local actors in framing the policies that decide on
their rights and control over bio-resources in order to
achieve the goal of sustainable human development.
The first examples of large-scale participatory processes
in Indian environmental policy were the 1999 National
Biodiversity Strategy Action Plan and the 2006
Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers
Act. This book explores these landmark policies,
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of advocacy
and deliberation that
led to both the successes and failures of recent
initiatives. It concludes that in order to deliberate with the
state, civil society actors must engage in forms of
strategic advocacy with the power to push agendas that
challenge mainstream development discourses. The
lessons learnt from the Indian experience will not only
have immediate significance for the future of policy
making in India, but they will also be of interest for other
countries faced with the challenges of integrating
livelihood and sustainability concerns into the
governance process.
This innovative volume explores the link between local
and regional eating cultures and their mediatization via
transnational TV cooking shows, glocal food advertising
and social media transfer of recipes. Pursuing a global
and interdisciplinary approach, it brings together
research conducted in Latin America, Australia, Africa,
Asia and Europe, from leading scholars in sociology and
political science, media and cultural studies, as well as
anthropology. Drawing on this rich case study material
facilitates a revealing and engaging analysis of the
connection between the meta-concepts of globalization
and mediatization. Across fifteen chapters its authors
provide fresh insights into the different impact that food
and eating cultures can have on the everyday mediation
of ethnicity and class as well as local, regional and
transnational modes of belonging in a media rich global
environment. This exciting addition to the food studies
literature will appeal in particular to students and
scholars of sociology, anthropology, media and cultural
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This book inquires what is meant when we say "local"
and what "local" means in the Japanese context.
Through the window of locality, it enhances an
understanding of broader political and socio-economic
shifts in Japan. This includes demographic change,
electoral and administrative reform, rural decline and
revitalization, welfare reform, as well as the growing
metabolic rift in energy and food production. Chapters
throughout this edited volume discuss the different and
often contested ways in which locality in Japan has been
reconstituted, from historical and contemporary
instances of administrative restructuring, to more subtle
social processes of making – and unmaking – local
places. Contributions from multiple disciplinary
perspectives are included to investigate the tensions
between overlapping and often incongruent dimensions
of locality. Framed by a theoretical discussion of sociospatial thinking, such issues surrounding the construction
and renegotiation of local places are not only relevant for
Japan specialists, but also connected with topical
scholarly debates further afield. Accordingly, Rethinking
Locality in Japan will appeal to students and scholars
from Japanese studies and human geography to
anthropology, history, sociology and political science.
This project had origins in 1987 in communication
between Yutaka Yoshioka, Chairman, Japan
International Agricultural Council, and Kenneth Farrell,
Vice President for Agriculture and Natural Resources,
the University of California-Berkeley. Projects were
proposed in "long-term food and consumption trends"
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and "a comparative
analysis
of farm structure in the
United States and Japan" (letter from Farrell to
Yoshioka, April 20, 1987). Proposals and
counterproposals were sent back and forth but the
project accelerated after Professor Wen Chern of The
Ohio State University learned of the project from
Professor Naraomi Imamura of the University of Tokyo
on a visit to Tokyo in September 1989. Because of
pressing administrative responsibilities precluding an
active role in the project, Kenneth Farrell recommended
to Professor Imamura that the project be carried out with
Professor Chern and associates.

This volume examines matsuri (festivals) from both
urban and rural communities in Japan, showing their
interconnectedness to religious life. Based on
ethnographic research, authors explore historical
change, identity, affect, cultural heritage, tourism,
and the intersection of religion with politics.
Offers an in-depth ethnography of paradigm shifts in
the lifestyles and values of youth in post-growth
Japan. Urban Migrants in Rural Japan provides a
fresh perspective on theoretical notions of rurality
and emerging modes of working and living in postgrowth Japan. By exploring narratives and
trajectories of individuals who relocate from urban to
rural areas and seek new modes of working and
living, this multisited ethnography reveals the
changing role of rurality, from postwar notions of a
stagnant backwater to contemporary sites of
experimentation. ThePage
individual
cases presented in
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the book vividly illustrate changing lifestyles and
perceptions of work. What emerges from Urban
Migrants in Rural Japan is the emotionally fraught
quest of many individuals for a personally fulfilling
lifestyle and the conflicting neoliberal constraints
many settlers face. In fact, flexibility often coincides
with precarity and self-exploitation. Susanne Klien
shows how mobility serves as a strategic mechanism
for neophytes in rural Japan who hedge their bets;
gain time; and seek assurance, inspiration, and
courage to do (or further postpone doing) what they
ultimately feel makes sense to them. “This book is a
valuable contribution to knowledge about diversifying
rural Japan and evokes reflection about the future of
post-growth Japan. Klien’s study benefits from
assiduous and long-term field research and insightful
analysis. She excels at locating the specifics of the
study in theoretical observations and concepts,
thereby setting the work into a larger consideration
of Japan’s paradigm shifts in lifestyle and values.” —
Nancy Rosenberger, author of Gambling with Virtue:
Japanese Women and the Search for Self in a
Changing Nation
In recent years, resilience theory has come to
occupy the core of our understanding and
management of the adaptive capacity of people and
places in complex social and environmental
systems. Despite this, tourism scholars have been
slow to adopt resilience concepts, at a time when the
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emergence of new frameworks and applications is
pressing. Drawing on original empirical and
theoretical insights in resilience thinking, this book
explores how tourism communities and economies
respond to environmental changes, both fast (natural
hazard disasters) and slow (incremental shifts). It
explores how tourism places adapt, change, and
sometimes transform (or not) in relation to their
environmental context, with an awareness of
intersection with societal dynamics and links to
political, economic and social drivers of change.
Contributions draw on empirical research conducted
in a range of international settings, including
indigenous communities, to explore the complexity
and gradations of environmental change encounters
and resilience planning responses in a range of
tourism contexts. As the first book to specifically
focus on environmental change from a resilience
perspective, this timely and original work makes a
critical contribution to tourism studies, tourism
management and environmental geography, as well
as environmental sciences and development studies.
The Encyclopedia of Food Security and
Sustainability covers the hottest topics in the science
of food sustainability, providing a synopsis of the
path society is on to secure food for a growing
population. It investigates the focal issue of
sustainable food production in relation to the effects
of global change on food resources, biodiversity and
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global food security. This collection of
methodological approaches and knowledge derived
from expert authors around the world offers the
research community, food industry, scientists and
students with the knowledge to relate to, and report
on, the novel challenges of food production and
sustainability. This comprehensive encyclopedia will
act as a platform to show how an interdisciplinary
approach and closer collaboration between the
scientific and industrial communities is necessary to
strengthen our existing capacity to generate and
share research data. Offers readers a ‘one-stop’
resource on the topic of food security and
sustainability Contains articles split into sections
based on the various dimensions of Food Security
and Food Sustainability Written by academics and
practitioners from various fields and regions with a
“farm to fork understanding Includes concise and
accessible chapters, providing an authoritative
introduction for non-specialists and readers from
undergraduate level upwards, as well as up-to-date
foundational content for those familiar with the field
This book explores the relationship between
transition and tourism geographies on a global scale,
discussing how tourism has been used as a tool to
recover from decline or to manage change caused
by event-driven, rapid transitions in a region’s
economy, politics or environment. With case studies
from Europe, America, Asia and Africa, it provides
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examples of how specific communities and
industries around the globe have reacted for better
or worse. It also includes analyses of shifts within the
tourism industry itself and examines the complex
issues arising for localities that have to face the
demands and standards of an increasingly globally
interlinked tourism industry. From Whistler to Angola,
casino gaming in Colorado to art tourism in Japan,
the contributors investigate such factors as tourisminduced community change; the social and economic
impacts second-home owners have on rural
communities in the developing world; reconstruction
of local tourism systems after crisis events such as
wars; and the competitiveness of ski areas in light of
climate change. Overall, the book offers a thoughtful
study of the role of geographical and temporal scales
for tourism during periods of unprecedented
transition, equipping readers with new ways of
conceptualizing change and adaptation.
In recent years, the global economy has struggled to
meet the nutritional needs of a growing populace. In
an effort to circumvent a deepening food crisis, it is
pertinent to develop new sustainability strategies and
practices to provide a stable supply of food
resources. Urban Agriculture and Food Systems:
Breakthroughs in Research and Practice is an
authoritative resource on the latest technological
developments in urban agriculture and its ability to
supplement current food systems. The content within
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this publication represents the work of topics such as
sustainable production in urban spaces, farming
practices, and urban distribution methods. This
publication is an ideal reference source for students,
professionals, policymakers, researchers, and
practitioners interested in recent developments in the
areas of agriculture in urban spaces.
Rural communities in Japan have suffered from
significant depopulation and economic downturn in
post-war years. Low birth rates, aging populations,
agricultural decline and youth migration to large
cities have been compounded by the triple disaster
of 11 March 2011, which destroyed farming and
fishing communities and left thousands of people
homeless. This book identifies these challenges and
acknowledges that an era of post-growth has arrived
in Japan. Through exploring new forms of regional
employment, community empowerment, and reverse
migration, the authors address potential
opportunities and benefits that may help to create
and ensure the quality of life in depopulating areas
and post-disaster scenarios. This book will be of
interest not only to students of Japanese society, but
also to those outside of Japan who are seeking new
approaches for tackling depopulation challenges.
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