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Psychoanalysis And Religion Erich Fromm
The renowned social psychologist and New York Times–bestselling author shares his insights on the process of
psychotherapy, drawing on his own experience. Over the course of a distinguished career, Erich Fromm built a reputation
as a talented speaker and gifted psychoanalyst—the first specialization of this polymath. The Art of Listening is a
transcription of a seminar Fromm gave in 1974 to American students in Switzerland. It provides insight into Fromm’s
therapy techniques as well as his thoughts and mindset while working. In this intimate look at his profession, Fromm
dismantles psychoanalysis and then reassembles it in a clear and engaging fashion. This ebook features an illustrated
biography of Erich Fromm including rare images and never-before-seen documents from the author’s estate.
An insightful look at alienation in the modern world from the New York Times–bestselling author of The Art of Loving and
Escape from Freedom. Social psychologist Erich Fromm observed the spread of alienation in the 1960s, arguing that
humans who were once dynamic, creative beings were reduced to fixating on TV screens, emotionally paralyzed by
anxieties over threats like nuclear war. Though we may stare at different devices and worry about other dangers today,
his insights are as useful as ever, and allow us to gain perspective on the human condition. A collection of his writings on
“New Humanism” and the need to reclaim our happiness and peace of mind, this is a thoughtful, fascinating overview of
the past that shaped us, and the philosophies and practices that can ensure a better future, both for ourselves and for the
world at large. Included are reflections on thinkers from Karl Marx to medieval Catholic mystic Meister Eckhart, as
“Fromm’s large, keen mind and attractive, likable voice [strive] for heart as he asks himself the hardest questions of his
day” (Kirkus Reviews). This ebook features an illustrated biography of Erich Fromm including rare images and neverbefore-seen documents from the author’s estate.
Fromm’s basic idea was to look at the individual as a social being and to look at society as an ensemble of many
individuals who have not only common ideas and convictions based on a common practice of life but also a common
psychic structure. With his concept of “social character” he created a new interdisciplinary thinking presented in this
reader. The Erich Fromm Reader exhibits the true genius of an original thinker in seeing the connections between
overlapping knowledge from many different fields. Here interdisciplinarity is not only a lip service but the impact of Erich
Fromm’s unique social psychological notion.
Sinceits founding by Jacques Waardenburg in 1971, Religion and Reason has been a leading forum for contributions on
theories, theoretical issues and agendas related to the phenomenon and the study of religion. Topics include (among
others) category formation, comparison, ethnophilosophy, hermeneutics, methodology, myth, phenomenology,
philosophy of science, scientific atheism, structuralism, and theories of religion. From time to time the series publishes
volumes that map the state of the art and the history of the discipline.
"The Revolution of Hope lives up to its title with an uplifting exploration of the definition of hope, what it truly means to be
human, and steps that should be taken to promote humanization in an increasingly disconnected and technology-driven
society. [The American Mental Health Foundation's Fromm titles] are timely, directly relevant to modern psychological
and social issues, and bring absolutely invaluable humanist messages to temper psychology's scientific and healing
discipline. Highly recommended, especially for college library collections." Midwest Book Review First published in 1968,
the year of international-student confrontation and revolution, this classic challenges readers to choose which of two
roads humankind ought to take: the one, leading to a completely mechanized society with the individual a helpless cog in
a machine bent on mass destruction; or the second, being the path of humanism and hope."
Renowned social psychologist Erich Fromm’s classic study of Freud’s most important—and controversial—ideas
Bestselling philosopher and psychoanalyst Erich Fromm contends that the principle behind Freud’s work—the wellspring
from which psychoanalysis flows—boils down to one well-known belief: “And the truth shall set you free.” The healing
power of truth is what Freud used to cure depression and anxiety, cutting through repression and rationalizations, and it
provided the foundation for modern psychology. Freud’s work, however, was not without its flaws. Though he pioneered
many of the practices still in use today, Freud’s perspective was imperfect. In Greatness and Limitation of Freud’s
Thought, Fromm deepens the understanding of Freud by highlighting not just his remarkable insights, but also his flaws,
on topics ranging from dreams to sexuality. This ebook features an illustrated biography of Erich Fromm including rare
images and never-before-seen documents from the author’s estate.
Erich Fromm was a political activist, psychologist, psychoanalyst, philosopher, and one of the most important intellectuals
of the twentieth century. Known for his theories of personality and political insight, Fromm dissected the sadomasochistic
appeal of brutal dictators while also eloquently championing loveÑwhich, he insisted, was nothing if it did not involve
joyful contact with others and humanity at large. Admired all over the world, Fromm continues to inspire with his message
of universal brotherhood and quest for lasting peace. The first systematic study of FrommÕs influences and
achievements, this biography revisits the thinkerÕs most important works, especially Escape from Freedom and The Art
of Loving, which conveyed important and complex ideas to millions of readers. The volume recounts FrommÕs political
activism as a founder and major funder of Amnesty International, the National Committee for a Sane Nuclear Policy, and
other peace groups. Consulting rare archival materials across the globe, Lawrence J. Friedman reveals FrommÕs
support for anti-Stalinist democratic movements in Central and Eastern Europe and his efforts to revitalize American
democracy. For the first time, readers learn about FrommÕs direct contact with high officials in the American government
on matters of war and peace while accessing a deeper understanding of his conceptual differences with Freud, his
rapport with Neo-Freudians like Karen Horney and Harry Stack Sullivan, and his association with innovative artists, public
intellectuals, and world leaders. Friedman elucidates FrommÕs key intellectual contributions, especially his innovative
concept of Òsocial character,Ó in which social institutions and practices shape the inner psyche, and he clarifies
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FrommÕs conception of love as an acquired skill. Taking full stock of the thinkerÕs historical and global
accomplishments, Friedman portrays a man of immense authenticity and spirituality who made life in the twentieth
century more humane than it might have been.
In Relating to God: Clinical Psychoanalysis, Spirituality, and Theism, Dan Merkur conceptualizes religious discourse
within psychoanalysis. He proposes that God be treated as a transferential figure whose analysis leads to a reduction of
the parental content that is projected onto God. Merkur notes that religious conversion experiences regularly involve
theological intuitions that are either rational or, owing to morbid complications, have undergone displacement into
irrational symbolism. Analysis renders the religiosity more wholesome. Traditionally, psychoanalytic thought has been
dismissive of religion. Freud is on record, however, as having called psychoanalysis a neutral procedure. He argued that
religion, with its dependency on a providential God who punishes disobedience, imagines spirituality on the model of
human parents and fails to approach spirituality in an appropriately scientific manner. He wrote little of spiritual
phenomena, but mentioned both the rationality of the universe and the parapsychological occurrence of thought
transference. Occasionally, later psychoanalysts used different language in order to contrast wholesome and morbid
forms of religion. Erich Fromm distinguished authoritarian and humanistic religions, while D. W. Winnicott condemned
fetishistic behavior while approving of playful illusions that require “belief-in.” These formulations constructed a middle
position for clinicians, neither categorically opposed to religion as classical psychoanalysis was, nor do they embrace
cultural relativity as “spiritually oriented” psychotherapists are currently advocating. What sorts of spiritual practices does
psychoanalysis find unobjectionable? As examples of humanistic religion, Fromm named Zen Buddhism, Buddhist
mindfulness meditation, and the via negativa or “way of negating” that some Christian and Jewish mystics have
followed. Because the Bible-based approaches are little known, Merkur discusses their histories, procedures, and
psychoanalytic understanding.
The author analyzes what he considers to be contemporary man's fear of positive freedom and willingness to submit to
totalitarianism.
Renowned psychoanalyst Erich Fromm investigates the universal language of symbols, expressed through dream and
myths, and how it illuminates our humanity. In this study, Erich Fromm opens up the world of symbolic language, “the
one foreign language that each of us must learn.” Understanding symbols, he posits, helps us reach the hidden layers of
our individual personalities, as well as connect with our common human experiences. By grasping the symbolic language
of dreams, Fromm explains, we can then also understand the deeper wisdom of myths, art, and literature. This also gives
us access to what we, and our society, usually repress. Fromm shares the history of dream interpretations, and
demonstrates his analysis of many types of dreams. This ebook features an illustrated biography of Erich Fromm
including rare images and never-before-seen documents from the author’s estate.
Religion in Personality Theory makes clear the link between theory and research and personality and religion. Presently,
most personality texts have a limited discussion of religion and reference few theorists other than Freud and Maslow in
relation to the subject. This book reviews the theory and the empirical literature on the writings of 14 theorists. Every
chapter concludes with a summation of the current research on the theorist’s proposals. Reviews: "Frederick Walborn
has written an excellent text that explores the degree to which classical personality theorists were personally influenced
by and focused upon religion in developing their personality theories. Each theorist is presented in sufficient detail so that
their personal views of religion are seen to influence the theories they developed. In addition, the current status of the
empirical evidence in the psychology of religion is explored in the context of the theorist and theory to which the data is
most relevant. Current and up to date, this text is appropriate for either a course in Personality or as an introduction to the
Psychology of Religion. The author's own comprehensive theory of religion and spirituality creatively integrates the
positive contributions of the classical personality theorist to the contemporary psychology of religion." -Ralph W. Hood Jr.,
Professor of Psychology, University of Tennessee at Chattanooga "In this interesting and accessible book, Frederick
Walborn thoughtfully probes the place of religion and spirituality in the writings of a broad range of classical psychological
thinkers and offers an insightful critique of current empirical research on the complex relation of religion and spirituality to
individual well-being." -Michele Dillon, Ph.D., Professor and Chair, Department of Sociology, University of New
Hampshire, Durham, New Hampshire Identifies what major personality theorists say about religion Investigates whether
evidence supports or refutes predictions made by different theories Concludes with a comprehensive integrative theory
on religion and spirituality
It was Erich Fromm's conviction that psychoanalysis needs to retain Freud's essential insight into the unconscious while
replacing his mechanistic-materialistic philosophy with a humanistic one. In this book, never before published in English,
Fromm presents such a revision of psychoanalysis, one that is both humanistic and dialectical. The Revision of
Psychoanalysis is Fromm's long-expected account of his own personal way of understanding and practicing
psychoanalysis. Of special interest to today's readers are his continuing efforts to understand the meaning of sexuality,
his critique of Herbert Marcuse's vision of psychoanalysis, and the implications of a Freudian analytical social psychology
for the reform of social arrangements. This book is essential reading for psychologists and for social and political
theorists in many disciplines. For psychoanalysts, it provides Fromm's most provocative and unique recommendations for
the revision of psychoanalysis.
In this provocative book, W. W. Meissner, a Jesuit and psychoanalyst, attempts to bring about a rapprochement between
psychoanalysis and religious thinking. Utilizing the resources of modern psychoanalytic insight, he examines Freud's
views on religion, explores the dialectical relationship between psychoanalysis and religion, and applies more
contemporary concepts in psychoanalysis to the understanding of religious experience. Dr. Meissner has written a book
which is consistently interesting, often challenging, and impressive for its wide range of scholarship in two fields not often
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combined in the same work...Dr. Meissner has done us a service in this scholarly work by demonstrating how two
perspectives of the human condition have over the course of the last several decades come to similar conclusions.-Otto
F. Thaler, M.D., Journal of the American Academy of Religion A rich and stimulating book addressing important issues
that lie at the intersection of psychoanalysis and religion.-Paul C. Vitz, Contemporary Psychology Meissner has made a
challenging useful contribution that will be pondered, applied, and debated.It will undoubtedly also achieve the goal of
bringing about more understanding between analysts and theologians.-Lowell Rubin, M.D., Newsletter, Boston
Psychoanalytic Society and Institute
An exploration of what religion and spirituality mean to us as humans, by the New York Times–bestselling author and
social psychologist. In 1950, Erich Fromm attempted to free religion from its social function and to develop a new
understanding of religious phenomena. Rather than analyzing what people believe in—whether they’re monotheistic,
polytheistic, or atheistic—Fromm presents an idea of what religion means in secular terms. In his timeless and
straightforward style, Fromm unmasks the alienating effects of any authoritarian religion. He reveals how a humanistic
religion is conducive to one’s own humanity, and explains why psychoanalysis does not threaten religion. Whether
you’re a believer or a long-time atheist, Fromm’s erudite analysis of religion is sure to reshape your concept of
spirituality. This ebook features an illustrated biography of Erich Fromm including rare images and never-before-seen
documents from the author’s estate.
The widely respected social philosopher embarks on his most gripping and broadly appealing work, asking the ultimate question of
human nature: Why do we repeatedly violate our most deeply held values and beliefs? After nearly forty years of weighing
humanity's deepest dilemmas-working in settings ranging from university and high school classrooms to corporate offices and
hospitals-bestselling author, philosopher, and religious scholar Jacob Needleman presents the most urgent, deeply felt, and widely
accessible work of his career. In Why Can't We Be Good? Needleman identifies the core problem that therapists and social
philosophers fail to see. He depicts the individual human as a being who knows what is good, yet who remains mysteriously
helpless to innerly adopt the ethical, moral, and religious ideas that are bequeathed to him.
After the completion of the revolution in 1920, Mexico quickly became an increasingly industrialized country. The vast changes that
occurred in the first fifty years after the revolution inspired Erich Fromm and Michael Maccoby to find out how the Mexican people
were adapting. The result, Social Character in a Mexican Village, provides a new approach to the analysis of social
phenomena.The authors applied Fromm's theories of psychoanalysis to the study of groups. They devised an ingenious method of
questionnaires, which, combined with direct observation, clearly revealed the psychic forces that motivated the peasant
population. In his new introduction, Michael Maccoby thoroughly explains the basis of the study, how it originated, and how it was
carried out. He goes on to delineate the results and determine their impact on the present day. Social Character in a Mexican
Village throws new light on one of the world's most pressing problems, the impact of the industrialized world on the traditional
character of the peasant. This ground-breaking work will be invaluable to the work of sociologists, anthropologists, and
psychoanalysts.
Erich Fromm fought long and hard for the rights and freedoms of the individual. He also recognized that fundamental to this pursuit
is the promotion of self-knowledge. In encouraging people to analyze their own behavior, Fromm identified the crucial link between
psychology and ethics that underpins all our actions. Moreover, he saw in this a way out of the meaningless impasse which he
regarded as the plight of the modern human race. The task that Fromm sets himself, therefore, in Man for Himself is no less than
to identify "what man is, how he ought to live, and how the tremendous energies within man can be released and used
productively." The resulting book is ample witness to Fromm's success. It makes for exciting, illuminating, even life-changing
reading.
The essays in this fascinating volume examine present-day psychological and cultural problems with the keen insight and
humanistic sympathies characteristic of Erich Fromm’s work. The Dogma of Christ and Other Essays provides some of the
sharpest critical insights into how the contemporary world of human destructiveness and violence can no longer separate religion,
psychology and politics. The book brilliantly summarizes Fromm’s ideas on how culture and society shape our behavior.
Profound insights into Karl Marx and Sigmund Freud from the “prolific and eclectic” social theorist and bestselling author of
Escape from Freedom (The Washington Post). According to renowned psychoanalyst Erich Fromm, three people shaped the
essential character of the twentieth century: Albert Einstein, Karl Marx, and Sigmund Freud. While the first two figures had a great
physical and political impact on the world, Fromm believes that Freud had an even deeper impact, because he changed how we
think about ourselves. Beyond the Chains of Illusion is one of Fromm’s most autobiographical works, as Fromm not only
comments on the ideas of Freud and Marx, but also crystallizes his own theories on social character and unconscious values. The
book brilliantly summarizes Fromm’s ideas on how culture and society shape our behavior. This ebook features an illustrated
biography of Erich Fromm including rare images and never-before-seen documents from the author’s estate.
The renowned psychoanalyst and New York Times–bestselling author of The Art of Loving unites philosophy from the East and
West. In 1957, social philosopher and psychoanalyst Erich Fromm invited Daisetz T. Suzuki, the most famous Zen Buddhist
master in the Western world, to a seminar at his new home in Cuernavaca, Mexico. Their discussion was one of the highlights of
Fromm’s life, and the paper Fromm presented (and later expanded into a book) was a watershed work. Fromm demonstrates his
mastery of the philosophy and practice of Zen, perfectly articulating how Zen tenets fit into the ideas of psychoanalysis. In this text,
he creates new perspectives on both systems of thought. This ebook features an illustrated biography of Erich Fromm including
rare images and never-before-seen documents from the author’s estate.
Renowned psychoanalyst Erich Fromm examines the creator of psychoanalysis and his followers With his creation of
psychoanalysis, Sigmund Freud redefined how people relate to themselves and to the larger world. In Sigmund Freud’s Mission,
Freud scholar and psychoanalyst Erich Fromm demonstrates how Freud’s life experiences shaped his creation and practice of
psychoanalysis. Fromm also revises parts of Freud’s theories, especially Freud’s libido theory. In his thorough and
comprehensive analysis, Fromm looks deep into the personality of Freud, and the followers who tried to dogmatize Freud’s theory
rather than support the further stages of psychoanalysis.This ebook features an illustrated biography of Erich Fromm including rare
images and never-before-seen documents from the author’s estate.
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From the social philosopher and New York Times–bestselling author of The Sane Society: An analysis of the Old
Testament as a revolutionary humanist work. The Old Testament is one of the most carefully studied books in the
world’s history. It is also one of the most misunderstood. This founding text of the world’s three largest religions is also,
Erich Fromm argues, an impressive radical humanist text. He sees the stories of mankind’s transition from divided clans
to united brotherhood as a tribute to the human power to overcome. Filled with hopeful symbolism, You Shall Be As Gods
shows how the Old Testament and its tradition is an inspiring ode to human potential. This ebook features an illustrated
biography of Erich Fromm including rare images and never-before-seen documents from the author’s estate.
To Have Or to Be? is one of the seminal books of the second half of the 20th century. Nothing less than a manifesto for a
new social and psychological revolution to save our threatened planet, this book is a summary of the penetrating thought
of Eric Fromm. His thesis is that two modes of existence struggle for the spirit of humankind: the having mode, which
concentrates on material possessions, power, and aggression, and is the basis of the universal evils of greed, envy, and
violence; and the being mode, which is based on love, the pleasure of sharing, and in productive activity. To Have Or to
Be? is a brilliant program for socioeconomic change.
Kakar goes beyond the traditional psychoanalytic interpretation of Ramakrishna's mystical visions and practices. He
clarifies their contribution to the psychic transformation of a mystic and offers fresh insight into the relation between
sexuality and ecstatic mysticism. Through a comparison of the healing techniques of the mystical guru and those of the
analyst, Kakar highlights the difference in their healing objectives and reveals the positive psychological aspects of the
religious experience.
Social psychologist Erich Fromm probes deep into the roots of religion to find its humanistic essence. In 1950, Erich
Fromm attempted to free religion from its social function and to develop a new understanding of religious phenomena.
Rather than analyzing what people believe in 'whether they're monotheistic, polytheistic, or atheistic, ' Fromm presents an
idea of what religion means in secular terms. In his timeless and straightforward style, Fromm unmasks the alienating
effects of any authoritarian religion. He reveals how a humanistic religion is conducive to one's own humanity, and
explains why psychoanalysis does not threaten religion. Whether you're a believer or a long-time atheist, Fromm's erudite
analysis of religion is sure to reshape your concept of spirituality.
The key book in our quest for understanding of ourselves and our lives.What differences are there in Eastern and
Western thought regarding the nature of the human mind and our role in the cosmos? How can Zen and psychoanalysis
help us in our struggle to realise our full potential as human beings and members of society?Erich Fromm's seminal work
among contemporary efforts to resolve our spiritual crisis results here in the great achievement of a language to reveal
the contributions of Zen and psychoanalysis to our 'struggle to be fully born'. He shows how both can teach us in their
different ways to live our lives rather than be 'lived by them'.D.T. Suzuki explains with profound and gentle wisdom how
Western materialism and intellectualism contrast with the Eastern concept of acceptance as the basis of well-being for
the 'whole man'. His illuminating discussion of the unconscious and the self shed fresh light on our understanding of our
own nature.Combined with Richard De Martino's clear account of the psychology of Zen, these writings make up a work
of brilliance and value that has much to help us in our quest for understanding.
Erich Fromm (1900-80) was a famous psychoanalyst, social critic and author of bestsellers like "Escape from Freedom"
and "The Art of Loving." But he was also very interested in religion. Having been brought up as an orthodox Jew he
abandoned institutionalized religion as a young man. But he was influenced for life by the Talmudic studies of his
childhood. Later in life he met and was enriched by Buddhism and mysticism. In this book the author analyzes what
Fromm thought about religion, how he expressed his ambiguous feelings about Judaism, and his radical interpretation of
the Bible. This is a book about a fascinating man with views that challenge both believers and atheists.
Psychoanalysis has had a profound impact on popular morals, for Freud's discoveries have made us aware that
unconscious motivations may subvert moral conduct and that moral judgments may be rationalizations of self-interest or
expressions of hostility. Freud has, in fact, been called a founder of the "hermeneutics of suspicion" that pervades
modern attitudes toward morality. In this book, however, a psychoanalyst who is also a professor of ethics asserts that
we do not accurately understand Freud on the various psychological issues relevant to morality and the ethical
implications that can be drawn from his views. Ernest Wallwork offers a bold reinterpretation of Freudian theory, showing
the ways in which it points toward the possibility of genuine moral behavior. Wallwork provides close textual analyses of
Freud's works from a new philosophical perspective, considering such central Freudian doctrines as psychic
determinism, the pleasure principle, narcissism, object-love, and defense mechanisms. He demonstrates that, contrary to
widespread belief, Freud's views on determinism allow for moral responsibility, his understanding of the pleasure
principle and narcissism allows for acting out of concern of others, and his critique of the cultural superego is grounded in
an ethic informed by ego rationality. Focusing throughout on Freud's seminal understanding of the self-in-conflict,
Wallwork finds and ethical theory suggested by Freud's work that is naturalistic and grounded in a concept of human
flourishing and regard for others and concerned with the common good, special relations, and individual rights.
Erich Fromm’s body of work, written more than 50 years ago, was prophetic of the contemporary moment: Increasingly,
global society is threatened by the many-headed monster of corporate greed, neo-liberalism, nihilism, extreme
fundamentalist beliefs, and their resulting effects on the natural world and the lived lives of people. Fromm clearly warned
us of the peril of the misuse of technology and the destructive nature of man’s perverse desire to possess, control and/or
destroy. Through his theories of having vs. being, the importance of hope as active resistance, and his notion of freedom
as the capacity to love self, and others, Fromm encouraged his readers to cultivate biophilic ways of being in the world
that will counter and heal the impending necrophilic plunder of man’s hubris. This multi-authored volume sheds new light
on Fromm’s forgotten role in the formation of contemporary thought through an engaging variety of reflexive and
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historical narratives from fields of sociology, clinical psychology, political science, critical theory of religion and education.
Key concepts from his body of work are interpreted and expressed in ways that offer hopeful and humane alternatives to
the present global conditions of despair, greed and depersonalization.
Before Erich Fromm there was "one-person psychology." Then, through a respectful, ambitious, but uncompromising
revision of Freudian theory, Fromm helped lead us to our current relational perspective that considers the complexities of
a "two-person" interpersonal, contextual view of human functioning and therapeutic treatment. This book succinctly
summarizes Fromm's main contributions to psychoanalysis, assessing their strengths and weaknesses and considering
their utility in light of contemporary developments in psychoanalysis and related fields. It shows the vitality and relevance
of Fromm's ideas for today's clinical and social problems.
A guide to well-being from the renowned social psychologist and New York Times–bestselling author of The Art of Loving
and Escape from Freedom. Though laptops, smartphones, and TVs have in many ways made life more convenient, they
have also disconnected us from the real world. Days are spent going from screen to machine, machine to screen. In The
Art of Being, renowned humanist philosopher and psychoanalyst Erich Fromm draws from sources as varied as Sigmund
Freud, Buddha, and Karl Marx to find a new, centered path to self-knowledge and well-being. In order to truly live, Fromm
argues, we must first understand our purpose, and the places where we lost it. This ebook features an illustrated
biography of Erich Fromm including rare images and never-before-seen documents from the author’s estate.
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