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In 336 BC Alexander the Great became king of Macedon. During his twelve-year
reign he conquered the Achaemenid Persian Empire, the largest to have yet
existed, and in the process had a profound effect on the world he moved through.
In this examination of his life and career, Hugh Bowden explores his cultural and
historical legacy.
An analysis of Alexander the Great's political and military accomplishments
traces the path of his armies while charting the course of his influence, citing his
impact on military tactics, scholarship, and politics throughout history while
describing the many roles with which he has been credited. Reprint. 20,000 first
printing.
This exciting new volume includes a selection of the most significant and
representative published articles and chapters about Alexander and covers all
the main areas of debate and discussion in Alexander scholarship.
Alexander the Great conquers the New York Times best-selling Who Was...?
series! When Alexander was a boy in ancient Macedon, he already had grand
ambitions. He complained that his father, the great king of Macedon, wasn't
leaving anything for him to conquer! This, of course, was not the case. King
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Alexander went on to control most of the known world of the time. His victories
won him many supporters, but they also earned him enemies. This easy-to-read
biography offers a fascinating look at the life of Alexander and the world he lived
in.
The book deals with the battle of Gaugamela that took place on 1st October 331
B.C. between Alexander's Macedonian army and the armies of the Persian
Empire. The date of the battle is an important date since its result shaped world
history. On that date the first ever civilization ( The Mesopotamian Civilization),
which expressed itself in cuneiform writing, was overaken by a second one ( The
Classical Greek Civilization) which expressed itself through alphabets. The result
of the battle was to establish Hellenism in the East and bring together two unique
and equally brilliant cultures and civilizations which managed to coexist and
establish a truly meaningful and productive exhange of ideas from a much closer
proximity. At Gaugamela Alexander won a decisive military battle but at Arbela,
modern Erbil, he achieved and manifested a major political victory. At Arbela
Alexander was proclaimed King of Asia, the Persian Empire was officially
declared utterly disolved and he demonstrated to the Greeks the justification of
his campaign by giving back to the Greek cities their freedom. During the official
proclamations Alexander performed magnificent sacrifices to the Gods most
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probabaly at the acropolis of Arbela, at the mound where the Erbil ciatadel is
situated today. Therefore the victory celebrations were performed at the majestic
mound in the centre of Arbela where the local Goddess of war and victory, Ishtar
of Arbela, had her temple. Alexander named the mound where Ishtar Arbela had
her sanctuary " Nikatorion" meaning the hill of victory. The book gives a detailed
account of the actual battle where the Macedonians defeated a numerically
superior Persian army. The Macedonians depended on their unbeatable sarissa
phalanx and the Royal Companions commanded by Alexander while the
Persians relied on their cavallry. The brilliant tactics employed by Alexander and
his ferocious counterattack right at the point where a gap was created in the
Persian cavalry line gave the final victory to the Macedonians. Darius was also
well prepared and he based his strategy on the mobility of his superior army. His
encirclement tactics almost succeded. He was unlucky that he had to face
Alexander, a genious strategist and one of the most brilliant generals in world
military history. In the first chapters of the book, before the battle, there is a
comprehensive descrition of the Persian Empire and their military strength as
well as a corresponding one for the Macedonian kingdom. There is also a
detailed analysis of the local environment and on the build up and approach of
two armies towards Arbela and Gaugamela. Finally the last chapters, after the
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battle, deal with the Alexander's Kingship of Asia which was first proclaimed at
Arbela, and how the ideology of Alexander's Kingship that was bestowed on him
at Arbela had influenced his behaviour later on and how his successors used his
kingship and ideology to advance their own kingship and regional claims and
interests.
What can we learn from the stunning rise and mysterious death of the ancient
world’s greatest conqueror? An acclaimed biographer reconstructs the life of
Alexander the Great in this magisterial revisionist portrait. “[An] infectious sense
of narrative momentum . . . Its energy is unflagging, including the verve with
which it tackles that teased final mystery about the specific cause of Alexander’s
death.”—The Christian Science Monitor More than two millennia have passed
since Alexander the Great built an empire that stretched to every corner of the
ancient world, from the backwater kingdom of Macedonia to the Hellenic world,
Persia, and ultimately to India—all before his untimely death at age thirty-three.
Alexander believed that his empire would stop only when he reached the Pacific
Ocean. But stories of both real and legendary events from his life have kept him
evergreen in our imaginations with a legacy that has meant something different to
every era: in the Middle Ages he became an exemplar of knightly chivalry, he
was a star of Renaissance paintings, and by the early twentieth century he’d
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even come to resemble an English gentleman. But who was he in his own time?
In Alexander the Great, Anthony Everitt judges Alexander’s life against the
criteria of his own age and considers all his contradictions. We meet the
Macedonian prince who was naturally inquisitive and fascinated by science and
exploration, as well as the man who enjoyed the arts and used Homer’s great
epic the Iliad as a bible. As his empire grew, Alexander exhibited respect for the
traditions of his new subjects and careful judgment in administering rule over his
vast territory. But his career also had a dark side. An inveterate conqueror who in
his short life built the largest empire up to that point in history, Alexander glorified
war and was known to commit acts of remarkable cruelty. As debate continues
about the meaning of his life, Alexander's death remains a mystery. Did he die of
natural causes—felled by a fever—or did his marshals, angered by his tyrannical
behavior, kill him? An explanation of his death can lie only in what we know of his
life, and Everitt ventures to solve that puzzle, offering an ending to Alexander’s
story that has eluded so many for so long.
Enlightenment thinkers, searching for ancient models to understand
contemporary affairs, were the first to critically interpret Alexander the Great’s
achievements. As Pierre Briant shows, in their minds Alexander was the first
European: an empire builder who welcomed trade with the “Orient” and brought
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Western civilization to its oppressed peoples.
Alexander the Great became king of Macedon in 336 BC, when he was only 20
years old, and died at the age of 32, twelve years later. During his reign he
conquered the Achaemenid Persian Empire, the largest empire that had ever
existed, leading his army from Greece to Pakistan, and from the Libyan desert to
the steppes of Central Asia. His meteoric career, as leader of an alliance of
Greek cities, Pharaoh of Egypt, and King of Persia, had a profound effect on the
world he moved through. Even in his lifetime his achievements became
legendary and in the centuries that following his story was told and retold
throughout Europe and the East. Greek became the language of power in the
Eastern Mediterranean and much of the Near East, as powerful Macedonian
dynasts carved up Alexander's empire into kingdoms of their own, underlaying
the flourishing Hellenistic civilization that emerged after his death. But what do
we really know about Alexander? In this Very Short Introduction, Hugh Bowden
goes behind the usual historical accounts of Alexander's life and career. Instead,
he focuses on the evidence from Alexander's own time — letters from officials in
Afghanistan, Babylonian diaries, records from Egyptian temples — to try and
understand how Alexander appeared to those who encountered him. In doing so
he also demonstrates the profound influence the legends of his life have had on
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our historical understanding and the controversy they continue to generate
worldwide. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from
Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area.
These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject
quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
This is a biographical pairing of two of the greatest conquerors in human history,
drawing its inspiration from Plutarch’s Parallel Lives. Like Plutarch, the purpose of the
pairing is not primarily historical. While Plutarch covers the history of each of the lives
he chronicles, he also emphasizes questions of character and the larger lessons of
politics to be derived from the deeds he recounts. The book provides a narrative
account both of Alexander’s conquest of the Persian Empire and Cortés’s conquest of
the Aztec Empire while reflecting on the larger questions that emerge from each. The
campaign narratives are followed by essays devoted to leadership and command that
seek to recover the treasures of the Plutarchian approach shaped by moral and political
philosophy. Analysis of leadership style and abilities is joined with assessment of
character. Special emphasis is given to the speeches provided in historical sources and
meditation on rhetorical successes and failures in maintaining the morale and willing
service of their men.
Looks at the relationship between Philip II and his son, Alexander the Great, and their
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roles in the rise of the Macedonian empire.
Alexander the GreatSimon and Schuster
New York Times Bestseller and Man Booker Prize Finalist: A novel of ancient Greece
by the author Hilary Mantel calls “a shining light.” Alexander the Great stands alone as
a leader and strategist, and Fire from Heaven is Mary Renault’s unsurpassed
dramatization of the formative years of his life. His parents fight for their precocious
son’s love: On one side, his volatile father, Philip, and on the other, his overbearing
mother, Olympias. The story tells of the conqueror’s two great bonds—to his horse,
Oxhead, and to his dearest friend and eventual lover, Hephaistion—and of the army he
commands when he is barely an adult. Coming of age during the battles for southern
Greece, Alexander the Great appears in all of his colors—as the man who first takes
someone’s life at age twelve and who swiftly eliminates his rivals as soon as he comes
to power—and emerges as a captivating, complex, larger-than-life figure. Fire from
Heaven is the first volume of the Novels of Alexander the Great trilogy, which continues
with The Persian Boy and Funeral Games. This ebook features an illustrated biography
of Mary Renault including rare images of the author. “Mary Renault is a shining light to
both historical novelists and their readers. She does not pretend the past is like the
present, or that the people of ancient Greece were just like us. She shows us their
strangeness; discerning, sure-footed, challenging our values, piquing our curiosity, she
leads us through an alien landscape that moves and delights us.” —Hilary Mantel
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Presents the distinguished scholar's classic biography of the Greek conqueror,
supplemented by detailed textual notes
This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the
knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced from the
original artifact, and remains as true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will
see the original copyright references, library stamps (as most of these works have been
housed in our most important libraries around the world), and other notations in the
work. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and possibly
other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as
no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. As a
reproduction of a historical artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred pages,
poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is
important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the
public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for being
an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.
"As a commander of men of many races, Alexander was and is incomparable. As a
statesman he envisaged, and to some extent created, an ecumenical kingdom which
rose above race and nation and which enjoyed peace and prosperity, extending from
his birthplace in Macedonia to the borders of Kashmir. His intellect and charismatic
personality so fascinated those he conquered that they served in his army and
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administration and adopted him as the hero of their quasi-mythical romances. We have
much to learn today from this genius of a man who died having achieved so much at
the age of thirty-two."--BOOK JACKET.
When the Oracle of Delphi told Alexander the Great that he was invincible, it was right.
The son of the great King Philip II of Macedonia, Alexander was educated by Aristotle
and commanded a wing of his father's army in the victory over the Thebans and
Athenians at the Battle of Chaeronea—all when he was still just a teenager. By the time
of his death at age 32, he had amassed an empire that stretched from the Adriatic Sea
to the Indus River and included all of Persia and most of Egypt. He ruled as both the
shah of Persia and as a pharaoh of Egypt by right of conquest, and he was also
crowned king of Asia. Here, historian Bill Yenne illuminates the legendary vision of this
classical hero. Exhibiting the best traits of a battlefield leader, Alexander was
audacious, aggressive, fearless and victorious. His unfailing integration of strategic
vision and tactical genius took him to the ends of the earth, and into immortality as a
military leader. Alexander's influence on cultural and political history and the scope of
his military prowess remains awe-inspiring to this day.
A classic account of Alexander the Great's conquest and its impact on the
conquered—now in English for the first time This is the first publication in English of
Pierre Briant's classic short history of Alexander the Great's conquest of the Persian
empire, from the Mediterranean to Central Asia. Eschewing a conventional biographical
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focus, this is the only book in any language that sets the rise of Alexander's short-lived
empire within the broad context of ancient Near Eastern history under Achaemenid
Persian rule, as well as against Alexander's Macedonian background. As a renowned
historian of both the Macedonians and the Persians, Briant is uniquely able to assess
Alexander's significance from the viewpoint of both the conquerors and the conquered,
and to trace what changed and what stayed the same as Alexander and the Hellenistic
world gained ascendancy over Darius's Persia. After a short account of Alexander's life
before his landing in Asia Minor, the book gives a brief overview of the major stages of
his conquest. This background sets the stage for a series of concise thematic chapters
that explore the origins and objectives of the conquest; the nature and significance of
the resistance it met; the administration, defense, and exploitation of the conquered
lands; the varying nature of Alexander's relations with the Macedonians, Greeks, and
Persians; and the problems of succession following Alexander's death. For this
translation, Briant has written a new foreword and conclusion, updated the main text
and the thematic annotated bibliography, and added a substantial appendix in which he
assesses the current state of scholarship on Alexander and suggests some directions
for future research. More than ever, this masterful work provides an original and
important perspective on Alexander and his empire. Some images inside the book are
unavailable due to digital copyright restrictions.
This book contains concise biographies of over 800 individuals known from the literary
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and epigraphic sources for the age of Alexander. Covers significant figures, ranging
from leading commanders in Alexander's army to the nobles and regional leaders of the
Persian empire whom he encountered on his epic campaign The only complete
collection of its kind in English Gives complete and balanced biographies, extending
beyond the death of Alexander in 323 BC where relevant Contains a full index and a
concordance giving the variant names found in the ancient sources
The Book of Alexander the Great - or the Phyllada - has for three centuries been the
most popular account of Alexander's career in modern Greece. After circulating in
manuscript form, it was first published in 1680 in Venice, and has been continuously in
print in Greek ever since. The Phyllada broadly follows the structure of the ancient
Alexander Romance, but is much better organized and is a work of popular literature
reflecting the immense interest that the Conqueror has generated since earliest times.
Numerous folktales and local legends kept his story alive, and many works about
Alexander circulated in manuscript during the Byzantine period. The Phyllada is the
culmination of this tradition. Yet it has never been translated into English: a surprising
neglect which Richard Stoneman - an acknowledged expert on Alexander - makes
good in this elegant rendering supplemented by a full introduction. As a piece of
literature, the Phyllada is among the best treatments of the Alexander legend, being full
of color and human interest. Alexander not only encounters the heroes of Troy on his
adventures but wears the crown and robe of Solomon. His descent into the "Cave of
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the Gods" (Greek and Egyptian gods in the Romance) becomes a visit to a hell
described in Christian terms. The pagan Alexander is thus filtered through a modern
lens and becomes an emblem of the good king. The sophisticated narrative structure
and world view of the Phyllada account for its lasting influence. This new translation
does it full justice.
Alexander the Great conquered territories on a superhuman scale and established an
empire that stretched from Greece to India. He spread Greek culture and education
throughout his empire, and was worshipped as a living god by many of his subjects. But
how great is a leader responsible for the deaths on tens of thousands of people? A ruler
who prefers constant warring to administering the peace? A man who believed he was
a god, who murdered his friends, and recklessly put his soldiers lives at risk? Ian
Worthington delves into Alexander's successes and failures, his paranoia, the murders
he engineered, his megalomania, and his constant drinking. It presents a king corrupted
by power and who, for his own personal ends, sacrificed the empire his father had
fought to establish.
In the arc of western history, Ancient Greece is at the apex, owing to its grandeur, its
culture, and an intellectual renaissance to rival that of Europe. So important is Greece
to history that figures such as Plato and Socrates are still household names, and the
works of Homer are regularly adapted into movies. The most acclaimed hero of all,
though, is Alexander the Great.While historians have studied Alexander’s
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achievements at length, author and professor Richard A. Billows delves deeper into the
obscure periods of Alexander’s life before and after his reign. In the definitive Before
and After Alexander, Billows explores the years preceding Alexander, who, Billows
argues, without the foundation laid by his father, Philip II of Macedon. would not have
had the resources or influence to develop one of the greatest empires in history.
Alexander was groomed from a young age to succeed his father, and by the time Philip
was assassinated in 336 BC, his great empire was already well underway.The years
following Alexander's death were even more momentous. In this ambitious new work,
Richard Billows robustly challenges the notion that the political strife that followed was
for lack of a leader as competent as Alexander, pointing out instead that there were too
many extremely capable leaders who exploited the power vacuum created by
Alexander's death to carve out kingdoms for themselves.Above all, in Before and After
Alexander, Billows eloquently and convincingly posits a complex view of one of the
greatest empires in history, framing it not as the achievement of one man, but the
culmination of several generations of aggressive expansion toward a unified purpose.
This study should appeal to anyone interested in the civilizations of Greece and Central
Asia, from the expert to the undergraduate.
This definitive biography of one of history's most influential father-son duos tells the
story of two rulers who gripped the world -- and their rise and fall from power. Alexander
the Great's conquests staggered the world. He led his army across thousands of miles,
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overthrowing the greatest empires of his time and building a new one in their place. He
claimed to be the son of a god, but he was actually the son of Philip II of Macedon.
Philip inherited a minor kingdom that was on the verge of dismemberment, but despite
his youth and inexperience, he made Macedonia dominant throughout Greece. It was
Philip who created the armies that Alexander led into war against Persia. In Philip and
Alexander, classical historian Adrian Goldsworthy shows that without the work and
influence of his father, Alexander could not have achieved so much. This is the
groundbreaking biography of two men who together conquered the world.
The careers of Philip II and his son Alexander the Great (III) were interlocked in
innumerable ways: Philip II centralized ancient Macedonia, created an army of
unprecedented skill and flexibility, came to dominate the Greek peninsula, and planned
the invasion of the Persian Empire with a combined Graeco-Macedonian force, but it
was Alexander who actually led the invading forces, defeated the great Persian Empire,
took his army to the borders of modern India, and created a monarchy and empire that,
despite its fragmentation, shaped the political, cultural, and religious world of the
Hellenistic era. Alexander drove the engine his father had built, but had he not done so,
Philip's achievements might have proved as ephemeral as had those of so many earlier
Macedonian rulers. On the other hand, some scholars believe that Alexander played a
role, direct or indirect, in the murder of his father, so that he could lead the expedition to
Asia that his father had organized. In short, it is difficult to understand or assess one
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without considering the other. This collection of previously unpublished articles looks at
the careers and impact of father and son together. Some of the articles consider only
one of the Macedonian rulers although most deal with both, and with the relationship,
actual or imagined, between the two. The volume will contain articles on military and
political history but also articles that look at the self-generated public images of Philip
and Alexander, the counter images created by their enemies, and a number that look at
how later periods understood them, concluding with the Hollywood depiction of the
relationship. Despite the plethora of collected works that deal with Philip and Alexander,
this volume promises to make a genuine contribution to the field by focusing specifically
on their relationship to one another.
Recounts the "History of Alexander's Conquests" of Ptolemy Lagides, a Macedonian
officer who accompanied Alexander the Great during his conquests and who was later
to lead the city of Alexandria in its triumph after Alexander's death.
An elegant, concise, and generously illustrated exploration of Alexander the Great’s
representations in art and literature through the ages In this book, John Boardman, one
of the world’s leading authorities on ancient Greece, looks beyond the life of Alexander
the Great in order to examine the astonishing range of Alexanders created by
generations of authors, historians, and artists throughout the world—from Scotland to
China. John Boardman draws on his deep knowledge of Alexander and the ancient
world to reflect on the most interesting and emblematic depictions of this towering
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historical figure. From Alexander’s biographers in ancient Greece to the illustrated
Alexander “Romances” of the Middle Ages to operas, films, and even modern
cartoons, this generously illustrated volume takes readers on a fascinating journey.
King Alexander III 'the Great' of Macedon was one of the greatest military commanders
the world has ever known. This book seeks to dispel some of the myths which have
grown up around him and to provide an up-to-date account of his life. This includes the
Macedonian background and Alexander's early years, his campaigns in Thrace and
Illyria and the destruction of Thebes, the invasion of the Persian Empire and the battles
which led to its conquest, his expeditions to India and finally his death in Babylon. Dr
Rice also assesses Alexander's personality, and provides a summary of his legacy to
the western world.
Presents a history of the empire of Alexander the Great, providing an account of his rise
to power and early death at the age of thirty-two, and includes details on daily life,
religion, art, science, and social structure.
War, the most profitable economic activity in the ancient world, transferred wealth from
the vanquished to the victor. Invasions, sieges, massacres, annexations, and mass
deportations all redistributed property with dramatic consequences for kings and
commoners alike. No conqueror ever captured more people or property in so short a
lifetime than Alexander the Great in the late fourth century BC. For all its savagery, the
creation of Alexander's empire has generally been hailed as a positive economic event
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for all concerned. Even those harshly critical of Alexander today tend to praise his
plundering of Persia as a means of liberating the moribund resources of the East. To
test this popular interpretation, The Treasures of Alexander the Great investigates the
kinds and quantities of treasure seized by the Macedonian king, from gold and silver to
land and slaves. It reveals what became of the king's wealth and what Alexander's
redistribution of these vast resources can tell us about his much-disputed policies and
personality. Though Alexander owed his vast fortune to war, battle also distracted him
from competently managing his spoils and much was wasted, embezzled, deliberately
destroyed, or idled unprofitably. The Treasures of Alexander the Great provides a longoverdue and accessible account of Alexander's wealth and its enormous impact on the
ancient world.
An authoritative and dramatic portrait set against a backdrop of the war-torn Greek
empire draws on extensive research to cover such topics as Alexander's military
prowess, premature death and inspiration to subsequent historical conquerors.
Alexander the Great: A New History combines traditional scholarship with contemporary
research to offer an innovative treatment of one of history's most famous figures.
Written by leading experts in the field Looks at a wide range of diverse topics including
Alexander's religious views, his entourage during his campaign East, his sexuality, the
influence of his legacy, and his representations in art and cinema Discusses
Alexander's influence, from his impact on his contemporaries to his portrayals in recent
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Hollywood films A highly informed and enjoyable resource for students and interested
general readers
Tough, resolute, fearless. Alexander was a born warrior and a ruler of passionate
ambition who understood the intense adventure of conquest and of the unknown. When
he died in 323 B.C.E. at age thirty-two, his vast empire comprised more than two million
square miles, spanning from Greece to India. His achievements were unparalleled—he
had excelled as leader to his men, founded eighteen new cities, and stamped the face
of Greek culture on the ancient East. the myth he created is as potent today as it was in
the ancient world. Robin Lane Fox's superb account searches through the mass of
conflicting evidence and legend to focus on Alexander as a man of his own time.
Combining historical scholarship and acute psychological insight, it brings this colossal
figure vividly to life.
A cogent analysis of Alexander the Great's controversial career.
Alexander the Great (356-323 BC), who led the Macedonian army to victory in Egypt, Syria,
Persia and India, was perhaps the most successful conqueror the world has ever seen. Yet
although no other individual has attracted so much speculation across the centuries, Alexander
himself remains an enigma. Curtius' History offers a great deal of information unobtainable
from other sources of the time. A compelling narrative of a turbulent era, the work recounts
events on a heroic scale, detailing court intrigue, stirring speeches and brutal battles - among
them, those of Macedonia's great war with Persia, which was to culminate in Alexander's final
triumph over King Darius and the defeat of an ancient and mighty empire. It also provides by
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far the most plausible and haunting portrait of Alexander we possess: a brilliantly realized
image of a man ruined by constant good fortune in his youth.
Perhaps the most famous commander of the ancient world, Alexander the Great, and his
battles and victories, never cease to fascinate those with any interest in Ancient Greece. He
was aged only 20 when he became king of Macedon, but he had already begun to show the
military genius that would win him future victories against the mighty Persian Empire. In an
epic campaign lasting 11 years, Alexander traveled thousands of miles through deserts, plains
and forests, fought huge battles, and besieged many cities to become the master of a massive
empire stretching from Greece to India. He died prematurely at the age of just 33, and no man
could hold together the empire he had created. A god in his lifetime, his name is still worldfamous millennia after his death. This book examines Alexander's campaigns in detail, and his
victories - and the tactics that ensured them - are explained and described with the help of
maps, illustrations and reconstructions to bring the epic career of one of the ancient
civilization's greatest generals to life.
Ten essays from a symposium held at Newcastle University in 1997, which examine the
general themes of kingship and imperialism by focusing on the romances that surround
Alexander.
"Dividing the spoils" revives the memory of Alexander's Successors, whose fame has been
dimmed only because they stand in his enormous shadow. In fact, Alexander left things in a
mess at the time of his death, with no guaranteed succession, no administration in place
suitable for such an enormous realm, and huge untamed areas both bordering and within his
'empire'. The Successors consolidated the Conqueror's gains. Their competing ambitions,
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however, meant that consolidation inevitably led to the break-up of the empire.
This book is an exploration of the process and consequences of the campaigns of Alexander
the Great of Macedon (who reigned from 336 to 323 BC), focusing on the effect of his
monarchy upon the world of his day. A detailed running narrative of the actual campaigns from
the Danube to the Indus is complemented and enlarged upon by thematic studies on the
reaction in Greece to Macedonian suzerainty, the administration of the empire, the evolution of
the Macedonian army and its role as the instrument of conquest, and on the origins of the ruler
cult.
In this authoritative book John Grainger explores the foundations of Alexander's empire and
why it did not survive after his untimely death in 323 BC.
This book offers a fresh insight into the conquests of Alexander the Great by attempting to view
the events of 336-323 BCE from the vantage point of the defeated. The extent and form of the
resistance of the populations he confronted varied according to their previous relationships
with either the Macedonian invaders or their own Achaemenid rulers. The internal political
situations of many states--particularly the Greek cities of Asia Minor--were also a factor. In the
vast Persian Empire that stretched from the Aegean to the Indus, some states surrendered
voluntarily and others offered fierce resistance. Not all regions were subdued through military
actions. Indeed, as the author argues, the excessive use of force on Alexander's part was often
ineffective and counterproductive. In the Path of Conquest examines the reasons for these
varied responses, giving more emphasis to the defeated and less to the conqueror and his
Macedonian army. In the process, it debunks many long-held views concerning Alexander's
motives, including the idea that his aim was to march to the eastern limits of the world. It also
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provides a fresh reevaluation of Darius III's successes and failures as a commander. Such a
study involves rigorous analysis of the ancient sources, and their testimony is presented
throughout the book in the form of newly translated passages. A unique portrait of a wellknown age, In the Path of Conquest will significantly alter our understanding of Alexander's
career.
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