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The definitive sequel to New York Times bestseller How the Scots Invented the Modern World
is a magisterial account of how the two greatest thinkers of the ancient world, Plato and
Aristotle, laid the foundations of Western culture—and how their rivalry shaped the essential
features of our culture down to the present day. Plato came from a wealthy, connected
Athenian family and lived a comfortable upper-class lifestyle until he met an odd little man
named Socrates, who showed him a new world of ideas and ideals. Socrates taught Plato that
a man must use reason to attain wisdom, and that the life of a lover of wisdom, a philosopher,
was the pinnacle of achievement. Plato dedicated himself to living that ideal and went on to
create a school, his famed Academy, to teach others the path to enlightenment through
contemplation. However, the same Academy that spread Plato’s teachings also fostered his
greatest rival. Born to a family of Greek physicians, Aristotle had learned early on the value of
observation and hands-on experience. Rather than rely on pure contemplation, he insisted that
the truest path to knowledge is through empirical discovery and exploration of the world around
us. Aristotle, Plato’s most brilliant pupil, thus settled on a philosophy very different from his
instructor’s and launched a rivalry with profound effects on Western culture. The two men
disagreed on the fundamental purpose of the philosophy. For Plato, the image of the cave
summed up man’s destined path, emerging from the darkness of material existence to the
light of a higher and more spiritual truth. Aristotle thought otherwise. Instead of rising above
mundane reality, he insisted, the philosopher’s job is to explain how the real world works, and
how we can find our place in it. Aristotle set up a school in Athens to rival Plato’s Academy:
the Lyceum. The competition that ensued between the two schools, and between Plato and
Aristotle, set the world on an intellectual adventure that lasted through the Middle Ages and
Renaissance and that still continues today. From Martin Luther (who named Aristotle the third
great enemy of true religion, after the devil and the Pope) to Karl Marx (whose utopian views
rival Plato’s), heroes and villains of history have been inspired and incensed by these two
master philosophers—but never outside their influence. Accessible, riveting, and eloquently
written, The Cave and the Light provides a stunning new perspective on the Western world,
certain to open eyes and stir debate. Praise for The Cave and the Light “A sweeping
intellectual history viewed through two ancient Greek lenses . . . breezy and enthusiastic but
resting on a sturdy rock of research.”—Kirkus Reviews “Examining mathematics, politics,
theology, and architecture, the book demonstrates the continuing relevance of the ancient
world.”—Publishers Weekly “A fabulous way to understand over two millennia of history, all in
one book.”—Library Journal “Entertaining and often illuminating.”—The Wall Street Journal
Who was Socrates and why do scholars still look up to him until this day? This man hasn't
been around for hundreds of years; and yet, he is still very much alive in books. Modern-day
arguments are based on his words. His teachings remain true despite the changes in
technology and beliefs. If you're curious, open this book and get to know the man named
Socrates!
On at least one of Plato's visits to the sparkling city of Syracuse, he must have visited its famed
theater and taken in a tragedy or two. He may also have reflected, as he sat there on the
marble seats and looked up occasionally to glimpse the Ionian Sea, that his own adventure
resembled that of a tragic hero. It had shining ideals, noble goals, great risk, a bit of hubris,
and would end in death, nearly for the philosopher himself, and senselessly for his protégé,
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has roots in the plays of Syracuse's Epicharmus and can be seen in the earliest intellectual
history of Magna Graecia, where such thinkers as Pythagoras, Xenophanes, and Empedocles
blended philosophy, poetry, and performance. Sicily and Southern Italy, in particular, seem to
have inspired the kind of original ideas that defy disciplinary designation. This collection of
essays from a variety of disciplinary perspectives including archaeology, classics, philosophy,
and art history, offers a refreshing new outlook on the heritage of Western Greece.
One learns a great deal about a major philosopher by coming to appreciate his perspective on
the history of philosophy. Here Charles Hartshorne gives us just such a perspective on the
history of philosophy and thereby on himself. This is a reexamination of the history of
philosophy, looking at neglected aspects of the philosophers’ thought, interpreting their views
in a sharply focused, controversial manner in order to show the origins and development within
the Western tradition of the metaphysical and moral views represented by process philosophy.
The result is a fresh look at the tradition. This is a clearly written, readable, original, and
constructive interpretation of the history of philosophy in hte West from the sixth century before
Christ to the present. As the best-known living representative of process philosophy,
Hartshorne shows that it has anticipations in Plato, Aristotle, Leibniz, Hegel, Schelling, and
many others, even including the materialist Epicurus and the atheist Nietzsche. Process
philosophy and theology have significant overlap with the views of most of the creative,
constructive philosophers and theologians of recent times, including Peirce, William James,
Bergson, Heidegger, Paul Weiss, Berdyaev, John Findlay, Paul Tillich, Sartre, Merleau-Ponty,
and others. This philosophy takes creative freedom, transcending causal determinism, and a
generalized idea of sympathy—“feeling of feeling,” love—as universal principles of life and
nature.
Part 1 includes an introduction to the entire series and to the enduring problems of philosophy.
The critical tensions in Western thought are identified and the context is set for the great
conversation that follows. This first part of the series is foundational, designed to teach basic
facts about the philosophers and traditions covered. Classical Origins examines the origins of
philosophy in the Greco-Roman world.
The historical exclusion of women's voices has diminished academic disciplines, including
philosophy. In this groundbreaking new account of Western philosophy throughout the past
2,600 years, Karen J. Warren has paired sixteen women philosophers along-side their
historical male contemporaries in conversations on philosophy. An overview essay, together
with chapter introductions, primary readings, and expert commentaries, offer a rich description
and evaluation of each philosopher's vital contributions to Western philosophy. Book jacket.
Major Works is the finest single-volume anthology of influential philosopher Ludwig
Wittgenstein's important writings. Featuring the complete texts of Tractatus LogicoPhilosophicus, The Blue and Brown Books: Studies for 'Philosophical Investigations,' and On
Certainty, this new collection selects from the early, middle, and later career of this
revolutionary thinker, widely recognized as one of the most profound minds of all time.

In this infectiously exciting book, Bryan Magee tells the story of his own discovery of
philosophy and not only makes it come alive but shows its relevance to daily life.
Magee is the Carl Sagan of philosophy, the great popularizer of the subject, and author
of a major new introductory history, The Story of Philosophy. Confessions follows the
course of Magee's life, exploring philosophers and ideas as he himself encountered
them, introducing all the great figures and their ideas, from the pre-Socratics to
Bertrand Russell and Karl Popper, including Wittgenstein, Kant, Nietzsche, and
Schopenhauer, rationalism, utilitarianism, empiricism, and existentialism.
“Amazing stories! Incredible quotes! Sordid details! This book shows that a genius in
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Aristotle Ran General Motors What do René Descartes, John Locke, Jean-Jacques
Rousseau, and Jean-Paul Sartre have in common? That’s right: they were all hopeless
failures when it came to romance. Author Andrew Shaffer explores the paradox at the
core of Western philosophical thought—that history’s greatest thinkers were also the
most pathetic lovers to ever walk the earth. With razor-sharp wit and probing insight,
Shaffer shows how it’s the philosophers’ missteps, as much as their musings, that are
able to truly boggle the intellect.
For over 2000 years, philosophy has been our best guide to the experience of being
human, and the true nature of reality. From Aristotle, Plato, Epicurus, Confucius, Cicero
and Heraclitus in ancient times to 17th century rationalists Descartes, Leibniz and
Spinoza, from 20th-century greats Jean-Paul Sartre, Jean Baudrillard and Simone de
Beauvoir to contemporary thinkers Michael Sandel, Peter Singer and Slavoj Zizek, 50
Philosophy Classics explores key writings that have shaped the discipline and had an
impact on the real world. Philosophy can no longer be confined to academia, and 50
Philosophy Classics shows how powerful it can be as a tool for opening our minds and
helping us think. Whether you are fascinated or daunted by the big questions of how to
think, how to be, how to act and how to see, this is the perfect introduction to some of
humanity's greatest minds and their landmark books.
Archimedes to Hawking takes the reader on a journey across the centuries as it
explores the eponymous physical laws--from Archimedes' Law of Buoyancy and
Kepler's Laws of Planetary Motion to Heisenberg's Uncertainty Principle and Hubble's
Law of Cosmic Expansion--whose ramifications have profoundly altered our everyday
lives and our understanding of the universe. Throughout this fascinating book, Clifford
Pickover invites us to share in the amazing adventures of brilliant, quirky, and
passionate people after whom these laws are named. These lawgivers turn out to be a
fascinating, diverse, and sometimes eccentric group of people. Many were extremely
versatile polymaths--human dynamos with a seemingly infinite supply of curiosity and
energy and who worked in many different areas in science. Others had nonconventional educations and displayed their unusual talents from an early age. Some
experienced resistance to their ideas, causing significant personal anguish. Pickover
examines more than 40 great laws, providing brief and cogent introductions to the
science behind the laws as well as engaging biographies of such scientists as Newton,
Faraday, Ohm, Curie, and Planck. Throughout, he includes fascinating, little-known
tidbits relating to the law or lawgiver, and he provides cross-references to other laws or
equations mentioned in the book. For several entries, he includes simple numerical
examples and solved problems so that readers can have a hands-on understanding of
the application of the law. A sweeping survey of scientific discovery as well as an
intriguing portrait gallery of some of the greatest minds in history, this superb volume
will engage everyone interested in science and the physical world or in the dazzling
creativity of these brilliant thinkers.
This book is part of a three-part series on America as a Covenant Nation. This volume
covers from the rise of America’s industrial revolution in the late 1800s to America’s
taking the position in the Cold-War 1950s as the leader of the “Free World.” It is a
typical social (political, economic, and military) history of America—untypical however in
how it connects the intellectual, moral and spiritual character of America with those
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War One, the Roaring Twenties, the Great Depression, World War Two, the beginning
of the Cold War, and finally the age of Middle-America’s grand success (the 1950s). It
focuses heavily on the leaders (most frequently the country’s presidents) and how their
own personal spirituality shaped their times—and the way the Christian community in
particular responded to both the social challenges facing it and the spiritual leadership
attempting to inspire and guide it. It seeks to give the Christian reader (or Secular
reader if he or she is willing to be challenged) a highly-detailed knowledge of the
historical path—social and spiritual—that has brought us to today’s world ... and its
enormous challenges.
The great German novelist Thomas Mann implored readers to resist the persistent and
growing militarism of the mid-twentieth century. To whom should we turn for guidance
during this current era of global violence, political corruption, economic inequality, and
environmental degradation? For more than two millennia, the worldÕs great thinkers
have held that the ethically Ògood lifeÓ is the highest purpose of human existence.
Renowned political philosopher Fred Dallmayr traces the development of this notion,
finding surprising connections among Aristotelian ethics, Abrahamic and Eastern
religious traditions, German idealism, and postindustrial social criticism. In Search of
the Good Life does not offer a blueprint but rather invites readers on a cross-cultural
quest. Along the way, the author discusses the teachings of Aristotle, Confucius,
Nicolaus of Cusa, Leibniz, and Schiller, in addition invoking more recent writings of
Gadamer and Ricoeur, as guideposts and sources of hope during our troubled times.
Among contemporary themes Dallmayr discusses are the role of the classics in
education, proper and improper ways of spreading democracy globally, the possibility of
transnational citizenship, the problem of politicized evil, and the role of religion in our
predominantly secular culture. Dallmayr restores the notion of the good life as a
hallmark of personal conduct, civic virtue, and political engagement, and as the road
map to enduring peace. In Search of the Good Life seeks to arouse complacent and
dispirited citizens, guiding them out of the distractions of shallow amusements and
perilous resentments in the direction of mutual learning and civic pedagogyÑa direction
that will enable them to impose accountability on political leaders who stray from
fundamental ethical standards.
This volume provides an unequaled introduction to the thought of chief contributors to
the Western tradition of political philosophy from classical Greek antiquity to the
twentieth century. Written by specialists on the various philosophers, this third edition
has been expanded significantly to include both new and revised essays.

"His book...supplant[s] all others, even the immensely successful History of
Western Philosophy by Bertrand Russell."—A. C. Grayling Already a classic in its
first year of publication, this landmark study of Western thought takes a fresh look
at the writings of the great thinkers of classic philosophy and questions many
pieces of conventional wisdom. The book invites comparison with Bertrand
Russell's monumental History of Western Philosophy, "but Gottlieb's book is less
idiosyncratic and based on more recent scholarship" (Colin McGinn, Los Angeles
Times). A New York Times Notable Book, a Los Angeles Times Best Book, and a
Times Literary Supplement Best Book of 2001.
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to Existentialists, Western Philosophy Made Easy offers a short, readable
historical summary of aspects of Western philosophy and key philosophers from
Ancient Greece to the modern day, with the emphasis on topics of direct
relevance to our own lives.
Advice for modern dilemmas from the greatest Western philosophers. How can
Kant comfort you when you get ditched via text message? How can Aristotle cure
your hangover? How can Heidegger make you feel better when your dog dies?
When You Kant Figure It Out, Ask a Philosopher explains how pearls of wisdom
from the greatest Western philosophers can help us face and make light of some
of the daily challenges of modern life. In twelve clever, accessible chapters, you'll
get advice from Epicurus about how to disconnect from constant news alerts and
social media updates, Nietzsche's take on getting in shape, John Stuart Mill's tips
for handling bad birthday presents, and many other classic insights to help you
navigate life today. Hilarious, practical, and edifying, When You Kant Figure It
Out, Ask a Philosopher brings the best thinkers of the past into the 21st Century
to help us all make sense of a chaotic new world.
Presenting major points of view on nearly three thousand intellectual questions
that have been discussed for thousands of years, a distinguished scholar
includes an introduction explaining why twentieth-century accomplishments are
best viewed through the context of history.
A brilliant and concise account of the lives and ideas of the great
philosophers—Plato, Aristotle, Bacon, Spinoza, Voltaire, Kant, Schopenhauer,
Spencer, Nietzsche, Bergson, Croce, Russell, Santayana, James, and
Dewey—The Story of Philosophy is one of the great books of our time. Few write
for the non-specialist as well as Will Durant, and this book is a splendid example
of his eminently readable scholarship. Durant’s insight and wit never cease to
dazzle; The Story of Philosophy is a key book for any reader who wishes to
survey the history and development of philosophical ideas in the Western world.
Each philosopher's basic concepts are explained and enriched with biographical
detail.
Simple tools from 60 great thinkers throughout history to improve your life today.
Philosophy begins with questions about the nature of reality and how we should
live. These were the concerns of Socrates, who spent his days in the ancient
Athenian marketplace asking awkward questions, disconcerting the people he
met by showing them how little they genuinely understood. This engaging book
introduces the great thinkers in Western philosophy and explores their most
compelling ideas about the world and how best to live in it. In forty brief chapters,
Nigel Warburton guides us on a chronological tour of the major ideas in the
history of philosophy. He provides interesting and often quirky stories of the lives
and deaths of thought-provoking philosophers from Socrates, who chose to die
by hemlock poisoning rather than live on without the freedom to think for himself,
to Peter Singer, who asks the disquieting philosophical and ethical questions that
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inspiration to think, argue, reason, and ask in the tradition of Socrates. A Little
History of Philosophy presents the grand sweep of humanity's search for
philosophical understanding and invites all to join in the discussion.
What better introduction to the world of philosophy than through the lives of its
most prominent citizens. In The Philosophers, we are introduced to twenty-eight
of the greatest thinkers in Western civilization, ranging from Aristotle and Plato to
Wittgenstein, Heidegger, and Sartre. An illustrious team of scholars takes us on a
concise and illuminating tour of some of the most brilliant minds and enduring
ideas in history. Here is Aristotle's Nichomachean Ethics, Plato's cave of
shadows, Schopenhauer's vision of reality as blind, striving Will, Hegel's idea of
the World Spirit, Bentham's principle of the Greatest Happiness, Mill's
contributions to our understanding of liberty, William James's theory of the stream
of consciousness, Husserl's phenomenology, and much more. Readers will find
thoughtful discussions of everything from Kant's categorical imperative, to the
Christian philosophies of Augustine, Aquinas, and Kierkegaard, to the
materialism of Hobbes or Marx, to the modern--and quite different--philosophical
systems of Bertrand Russell, Jean-Paul Sartre, and Ludwig Wittgenstein. Each
article is illustrated with a portrait of the philosopher, the contributors provide lists
for further reading, and the volume includes a chronological table that gives
valuable historical context. Here then is an authoritative and engaging guide to
the ideas of the most notable philosophers, ranging from antiquity to the present
day. The Philosophers shows how these great thinkers wrestled with the central
problems of the human condition--with important questions of free will, morality,
and the limits of logic and reason--as it illuminates their legacy for our time.
Leszek Ko±akowski explores 23 questions asked by great philosophers,
introducing us to the great ideas and philosophers of Western thought.
This book is no less than a guide to the whole of Western philosophy—the ideas
that have undergirded our civilization for two-and-a-half thousand years. Anthony
Kenny tells the story of philosophy from ancient Greece through the Middle Ages
and the Enlightenment into the modern world. He introduces us to the great
thinkers and their ideas, starting with Plato, Aristotle, and the other founders of
Western thought. In the second part of the book he takes us through a thousand
years of medieval philosophy, and shows us the rich intellectual legacy of
Christian thinkers like Augustine, Aquinas, and Ockham. Moving into the early
modern period, we explore the great works of Descartes, Hobbes, Locke,
Leibniz, Spinoza, Hume, and Kant, which remain essential reading today. In the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries, Hegel, Mill, Nietzsche, Freud, and
Wittgenstein again transformed the way we see the world. Running though the
book are certain themes which have been constant concerns of philosophy since
its early beginnings: the fundamental questions of what exists and how we can
know about it; the nature of humanity, the mind, truth, and meaning; the place of
God in the universe; how we should live and how society should be ordered.
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we see how the questions asked and answers offered by the great philosophers
of the past remain vividly alive today. Anyone interested in ideas and their history
will find this a fascinating and stimulating read.
An introductory guide to Eastern and Western philosophy for kids ages 8 to 12
Philosophy is both fun and good for kids' brains, as it encourages them to think
deeply and develop their own solutions to complex problems. With this colorful
book about philosophy for kids, they'll learn all about introductory concepts and
important thinkers in a way that's fun and approachable, but still in-depth and
substantial. Your child will explore questions like: "What is real?", "How do I know
something is true?", "How can I be a good person?", and "If this is true, what else
is true?" A detailed glossary offers easy-to-understand definitions for the more
advanced words and ideas in the book. Dive into philosophy for children with: An
intro to philosophy?Get essential information about the origins of philosophy, the
different branches, and the benefits of studying it. The four main
branches?Discover the main branches of philosophy: metaphysics (reality),
epistemology (knowledge), logic (critical thinking), and ethics (values).
Philosopher profiles?Learn about different kinds of philosophy from all over the
world and details about philosophers like Socrates, Pythagoras, Nancy Fraser,
and Neil deGrasse Tyson. Inspire your child to think deeply with this perfect
introduction to philosophy for kids.
On t.p.: A compendium of important statements on man and his institutions by
the great thinkers in western history.
Harold Bloom explores our Western literary tradition by concentrating on the
works of twenty-six authors central to the Canon. He argues against ideology in
literary criticism; he laments the loss of intellectual and aesthetic standards; he
deplores multiculturalism, Marxism, feminism, neoconservatism, Afro-centrism,
and the New Historicism.
Time magazine called Mortimer J. Adler a "philosopher for everyman." In this guide to
considering the big questions, Adler addresses the topics all men and women ponder in the
course of life, such as "What is love?", "How do we decide the right thing to do?", and, "What
does it mean to be good?" Drawing on his extensive knowledge of Western literature, history,
and philosophy, the author considers what is meant by democracy, law, emotion, language,
truth, and other abstract concepts in light of more than two millennia of Western civilization and
discourse. Adler's essays offer a remarkable and contemplative distillation of the Great Ideas
of Western Thought.
“A witty, learned, authoritative survey of philosophical thought.” —The New York Times Book
Review The first authoritative and accessible single-volume history of philosophy to cover both
Western and Eastern traditions, from one of the world’s most eminent thinkers The story of
philosophy is an epic tale, spanning civilizations and continents. It explores some of the most
creative minds in history. But not since the long-popular classic by Bertrand Russell, A History
of Western Philosophy, published in 1945, has there been a comprehensive and entertaining
single-volume history of this great, intellectual, world-shaping journey. With characteristic
clarity and elegance, A. C. Grayling takes the reader from the age of the Buddha, Confucius,
and Socrates through Christianity’s capture of the European mind, from the Renaissance and
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the great philosophical traditions of India, China, and the Persian-Arabic world, and astonishing
in its range and accessibility, Grayling’s The History of Philosophy is destined to be a
landmark work.
Looks at the ideas of the world's great philosophers, covering such topics as moral philosophy,
economic philosophy, and political philosophy.
Information on religious and philosophical thinkers from China, India, Japan, Korea and the
Islamic world
Now in a special gift edition, and featuring a brand new foreword by Anthony Gottlieb, this is a
dazzlingly unique exploration of the works of significant philosophers throughout the ages and
a definitive must-have title that deserves a revered place on every bookshelf.
Plato. Aristotle. Augustine. Hume. Kant. Hegel. Every student of philosophy needs to know the
history of the philosophical discourse such giants have bequeathed us. Philosopher C.
Stephen Evans brings his expertise to this daunting task as he surveys the history of Western
philosophy, from the Pre-Socratics to Nietzsche and postmodernism—and every major figure
and movement in between.
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