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Discovering Our Past Ancient Civilizations
Graham Hancock's multi-million bestseller Fingerprints of the Gods remains an
astonishing, deeply controversial, wide-ranging investigation of the mysteries of
our past and the evidence for Earth's lost civilization. Twenty years on, Hancock
returns with a book filled with completely new, scientific and archaeological
evidence, which has only recently come to light... The evidence revealed in this
book shows beyond reasonable doubt that an advanced civilization that
flourished during the Ice Age was destroyed in the global cataclysms between
12,800 and 11,600 years ago. Near the end of the last Ice Age 12,800 years ago,
a giant comet that had entered the solar system from deep space thousands of
years earlier, broke into multiple fragments. Some of these struck the Earth
causing a global cataclysm on a scale unseen since the extinction of the
dinosaurs. At least eight of the fragments hit the North American ice cap, while
further fragments hit the northern European ice cap. The impacts, from comet
fragments a mile wide approaching at more than 60,000 miles an hour,
generated huge amounts of heat which instantly liquidized millions of square
kilometres of ice, destabilizing the Earth's crust and causing the global Deluge
that is remembered in myths all around the world. A second series of impacts,
equally devastating, causing further cataclysmic flooding, occurred 11,600 years
ago, the exact date that Plato gives for the destruction and submergence of
Atlantis. But there were survivors - known to later cultures by names such as 'the
Sages', 'the Magicians', 'the Shining Ones', and 'the Mystery Teachers of
Heaven'. They travelled the world in their great ships doing all in their power to
keep the spark of civilization burning. They settled at key locations - Gobekli
Tepe in Turkey, Baalbek in the Lebanon, Giza in Egypt, ancient Sumer, Mexico,
Peru and across the Pacific where a huge pyramid has recently been discovered
in Indonesia. Everywhere they went these 'Magicians of the Gods' brought with
them the memory of a time when mankind had fallen out of harmony with the
universe and paid a heavy price. A memory and a warning to the future... For the
comet that wrought such destruction between 12,800 and 11,600 years may not
be done with us yet. Astronomers believe that a 20-mile wide 'dark' fragment of
the original giant comet remains hidden within its debris stream and threatens the
Earth. An astronomical message encoded at Gobekli Tepe, and in the Sphinx
and the pyramids of Egypt,warns that the 'Great Return' will occur in our time...
This document is a response to teachers' requests for practical assistance in
implementing California's history-social science framework. The document offers
stimulating ideas to enrich the teaching of history and social science, enliven
instruction for every student, focus on essential topics, and help make learning
more memorable. Experiences and contributions of ethnic groups and women in
history are integrated in this course model. The framework is divided into 11
units: (1) Connecting with Past Learnings: Uncovering the Remote Past; (2)
Connecting with Past Learnings: the Fall of Rome; (3) Growth of Islam; (4)
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African States in the Middle Ages and Early Modern Times; (5) Civilizations of the
Americas; (6) China; (7) Japan; (8) Medieval Societies: Europe and Japan; (9)
Europe During the Renaissance, the Reformation, and the Scientific Revolution;
(10) Early Modern Europe: The Age of Exploration to the Enlightenment; and (11)
Linking Past to Present. Six of the 11 units delineated in the framework's 7th
grade course description are developed in these course models. All units follow
the same format. Each begins with a rationale and overview. Ways are
suggested for teachers to coordinate the model with the state-adopted textbook
for 7th grade. A presentation of activities to introduce and continue the sample
topic are suggested to encourage students to apply what they have studied
through projects. Each unit ends with an extensive annotated list of sample
resources. (DK)
The evidences from historical record, legends and myths are shouting that it
wasn't aliens, that the advanced technologies are echoes of a human society we
do not have a written record of. We have the remnants of their buildings, genes,
and the sciences that point to a highly advanced human race that survived
multiple catastrophes and to this day may live among us. Human bones have
been found back millions of years along side the homo erectus and other
"primitive" humans. Many revelations of high technology have been being
uncovered by independent researchers all over the earth. Anomalies in the
historical record, out of place, out of time artifacts are labeled as mysteries or one
offs yet show signs of advanced sciences and intelligence. Ancient maps
showing lands that were not supposed to have been known, let alone covered
deep in ice for thousands of years before human civilization. The case is
evaporating of the timeline given for modern man being here for only 3 or
400,000 years.Taking the reader through many fast advances recently in
technology and looking at archaeological evidences we build a case for that lost
society and technologies. Looking further at rediscoveries of the world of
movement, fitness, discoveries in eating and super human abilities and finds in
our very genes that without a doubt show us that we have highly advanced
ancient relatives. Amazingly illustrated with over 200 photos, this book truly takes
you on a journey.
Packed with over 200 colour illustrations, facinating Did You Know? Facts and a
glossary for reference, this book provides an informative and inspiring
introduction to prehistoric life.
• Updated throughout with recent developments and additional illustrations •
Reveals how solar outbursts caused the end of the last ice age, unleashed
catastrophe upon ancient advanced civilizations, and led to six millennia of a
Solar-Induced Dark Age • Includes evidence from solar science, geology,
oceanic circulation patterns, the Sphinx, the underground cities of Cappadocia,
the Easter Island rongorongo glyphs, and the Göbekli Tepe complex in Turkey In
this newly revised and expanded edition, updated throughout with recent
developments, geologist Robert Schoch builds upon his revolutionary theory that
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the origins of the Sphinx date back much further than 2500 BCE and examines
scientific evidence of the catastrophe that destroyed early high culture nearly
12,000 years ago. Combining evidence from multiple scientific disciplines,
Schoch makes the case that the abrupt end of the last ice age, circa 9700 BCE,
was due to an agitated Sun. Solar outbursts unleashed electrical/plasma
discharges upon Earth, triggering dramatic climate change as well as increased
earthquake and volcanic activity, fires, high radiation levels, and massive floods.
Schoch explains how these events impacted the civilizations of the time, set
humanity back thousands of years, and led to six millennia of a Solar-Induced
Dark Age (SIDA). Applying the SIDA framework to ancient history, he explores
how many megalithic monuments, petroglyphs, indigenous traditions, and
legends fall logically into place, including the underground cities of Cappadocia,
the Easter Island rongorongo glyphs, and the Göbekli Tepe complex in Turkey.
He also reveals that our Sun is a much more unstable star than previously
believed, suggesting that history could repeat itself with a solar outburst powerful
enough to devastate modern society. Weaving together a new view of the origins
and antiquity of civilization and the dynamics of the planet we live on, Schoch
maintains we must heed the megalithic warning of the past and collectively
prepare for future events.
A future archeologist finds the remnants of a mysterious ancient people—us—in a wry satire that
is “a marvel of imagination and . . . wonderfully illustrated” (The New York Times). It is the
year 4022, and the entire ancient country of Usa has been buried under many feet of detritus
from a catastrophe that occurred back in 1985. Howard Carson, an amateur archeologist, is
crossing the perimeter of an abandoned excavation site when he feels the ground give way
beneath him. Suddenly, he finds himself at the bottom of a shaft, which, judging from the DO
NOT DISTURB sign hanging from an archaic doorknob, is clearly the entrance to a still-sealed
burial chamber. Carson's incredible discoveries, including the remains of two bodies, one laid
to rest on a ceremonial bed facing an altar that appeared to be a means of communicating with
the Gods and the other lying in a porcelain sarcophagus in the Inner Chamber. These dramatic
discoveries give Carson all the clues he needs to piece together the entire civilization—which he
gets utterly wrong. The acclaimed author and illustrator of Castle and Pyramid, David
Macaulay presents a wonderfully tongue-in-cheek satire of both historical presumption and
American self-importance.
The Stage of Time will bring you through an adventurous exploration into understanding the
secrets of consciousness, ancient history, and the very nature of reality itself. Be prepared to
question the world you live in and everything you thought you knew about the universe, human
origins, and the lost civilizations of the past. Discover thought-bending evidence from some of
the oldest text ever written and learn the reasons why their content eventually became
suppressed and hidden from most of society. Conspiracy theories or conspiracy facts, you
decide what's real based on the evidence. Once you read The Stage of Time, your perspective
on reality may never be quite the same way again. This book includes: -Details about the
ancient civilizations that once existed around the world and the events which led to their
disappearance. -Translations from ancient texts that include: The Atrahasis, Enuma Elish,
Sumerian King List, Eridu Genesis, Code of Hammurabi, Emerald Tablets, and more. -The
eagle and the serpent, cataclysms during the last ice age, and the influences of the Anunnaki.
-Secrets of consciousness, reincarnation, spirituality, and sentient life in the universe.
Thinkers at the forefront in alternative theories on history, the origins of civilization, technology,
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and consciousness • With contributions by Graham Hancock, Robert Bauval, Mark Booth,
Richard Hoagland, Robert Schoch, John Anthony West, and others • Topics range from
quantum philosophy and paranormal phenomena to the secret history of NASA, instant polar
shifts, and ancient Martian civilizations • Explores where our present time fits into the cycle of
human existence A revolution of thought is under way in our world, fostered by decades of
research and well-documented evidence by alternative theory pioneers such as Graham
Hancock, John Anthony West, Robert Bauval, and Robert Schoch. These provocative, cuttingedge scholars now represent a direct challenge to the academic establishment as the
paradigms of science and history shift and their ideas gain acceptance. Representing the
latest, often controversial findings in scientific and historical research, this anthology of essays
commissioned by Graham Hancock, bestselling author of Fingerprints of the Gods, covers the
forefront in alternative theories on history, the origins of civilization, technology, and
consciousness with topics ranging from quantum philosophy and paranormal phenomena to
the ancient use of electromagnetism, the effect of cosmic rays on human evolution, and
NASA’s cover-up of ancient Martian civilizations. Recognizing that many recent discoveries
are actually rediscoveries of lost knowledge from past civilizations, these authors seek to
understand where, within the bigger picture of human knowledge, our present time fits into the
cycle of human existence.
This is book two of a series of three books. The series takes students on an interdisciplinary
cross content journey entitled, Creating Art Through the Ages. Each book provides
experiences in language arts, social studies, math and art as the students investigate ancient
and modern civilizations. “Discovery and Knowledge”, explores the ancient Roman civilization,
the Middles Ages and Renaissance. Explorers set sail to discover land, treasures, raw
materials and knowledge on behalf of their mother country and religion. The development of
the printing press enabled the disbursement of knowledge through books. Discovery and the
pursuit of knowledge is the underlying theme during this era. In this book, it is reimagined for
students with experiences through stories, interactive role-playing activities, and art projects.
Incorporate classroom-tested reading strategies that give your students the tools they need to
become independent learners with this middle school world history program—the perfect
combination of story and standards.

The Epic of Gilgamesh is among the earliest surviving works of literature, with the
earliest versions dating from around the Third Dynasty of Ur in early Sumeria
(2150-2000 BC). Preserved in Cuneiform, the Epic was retold over the centuries, and
the most complete version was discovered in the ruins of the library palace of the
seventh century BC Assyrian king, Ashurbanipal. The Epic is most notable as being the
obvious source of the biblical story of Noah and the flood. The Epic tells the story of the
king of Uruk, Gilgamesh, and his adventures with his erstwhile foe and then friend,
Enkidu. Together they journey to the Cedar Mountain to defeat Humbaba, its monstrous
guardian, then they kill the Bull of Heaven, which the goddess Ishtar sends to punish
Gilgamesh for spurning her advances. As a punishment for these actions, the gods
sentence Enkidu to death. Gilgamesh then sets out to avoid his friend's fate and seek
the secret to eternal life, a quest in which he is ultimately thwarted. Contains original
author's preface and a new overview of the storyline. Contents Author's Preface
Overview of the Storyline of the Epic of Gilgamesh The First Tablet: Of the Tyranny of
Gilgamesh, and the Creation of Enkidu The Second Tablet: Of the Meeting of
Gilgamesh and Enkidu The Third Tablet: The Expedition to the Forest of Cedars
against Humbaba The Fourth Tablet: The Arrival at the Gate of the Forest The Fifth
Tablet: Of the Fight with Humbaba The Sixth Tablet: Of the Goddess Ishtar, Who Fell In
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Love with the Hero after His Exploit against Humbaba The Seventh Tablet: The Death
of Enkidu The Eighth Tablet: Of the Mourning of Gilgamesh, and What Came of It The
Ninth Tablet: Gilgamesh in Terror of Death Seeks Eternal Life The Tenth Tablet: How
Gilgamesh Reached Uta-Napishtim The Eleventh Tablet: The Flood The Twelfth Tablet:
Gilgamesh, In Despair, Enquires of the Dead
National Geographic Explorer and TED Prize-winner Dr. Sarah Parcak welcomes you
to the exciting new world of space archaeology, a growing field that is sparking
extraordinary discoveries from ancient civilizations across the globe. In Archaeology
from Space, Sarah Parcak shows the evolution, major discoveries, and future potential
of the young field of satellite archaeology. From surprise advancements after the
declassification of spy photography, to a new map of the mythical Egyptian city of
Tanis, she shares her field’s biggest discoveries, revealing why space archaeology is
not only exciting, but urgently essential to the preservation of the world’s ancient
treasures. Parcak has worked in twelve countries and four continents, using
multispectral and high-resolution satellite imagery to identify thousands of previously
unknown settlements, roads, fortresses, palaces, tombs, and even potential pyramids.
From there, her stories take us back in time and across borders, into the day-to-day
lives of ancient humans whose traits and genes we share. And she shows us that if we
heed the lessons of the past, we can shape a vibrant future. Includes Illustrations
Coinage - it is one of the most successful and consistent technologies ever invented.
Nothing else we still use in everyday life has a history quite like it. Look around at all the
things that would bewilder a Greek, Roman, or Renaissance ancestor; then, dig into
your purse or pocket for that one artifact that they would immediately recognize as part
of their world. Historian Frank L. Holt takes us on a lively journey through the history of
numismatics, the study of coins - one of the oldest and most important contributions to
the arts and humanities. For 2600 years, poets, economists, philosophers, historians,
and theologians have pondered the mysteries of money. Who invented coins, and why?
Does coinage function beyond our control as if it had a mind of its own? How has it
changed world history and culture? What does numismatics reveal about our past that
could never be discovered from any other source? How has numismatics advanced
using modern science? Does it still suffer from racist ideas about physiognomy and
phrenology? What does its future hold? The approach taken in this richly illustrated
book is as multi-faceted as coined money itself. Coins are integral to our economic,
social, political, religious, and cultural history. When Money Talks: The History of Coins
explores each aspect of coinage, and takes a special interest in how coins have
appeared in literature and pop culture, ranging in its analysis from Greek drama and the
New Testament to T.V. sitcoms and meme theory.
The acclaimed chronicle of the discovery of the legendary lost civilization of the Maya.
Includes the history of the major Maya sites, including Palenque, Uxmal, Chichen Itza,
Tuloom, Copan, and more. NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • Illustrated with a map
and more than 100 images. In 1839, rumors of extraordinary yet baffling stone ruins
buried within the unmapped jungles of Central America reached two of the world’s
most intrepid travelers. Seized by the reports, American diplomat John Lloyd Stephens
and British artist Frederick Catherwood—both already celebrated for their adventures in
Egypt, the Holy Land, Greece, and Rome—sailed together out of New York Harbor on
an expedition into the forbidding rainforests of present-day Honduras, Guatemala, and
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Mexico. What they found would upend the West’s understanding of human history. In
the tradition of Lost City of Z and In the Kingdom of Ice, former San Francisco Chronicle
journalist and Pulitzer Prize finalist William Carlsen reveals the remarkable story of the
discovery of the ancient Maya. Enduring disease, war, and the torments of nature and
terrain, Stephens and Catherwood meticulously uncovered and documented the
remains of an astonishing civilization that had flourished in the Americas at the same
time as classic Greece and Rome—and had been its rival in art, architecture, and power.
Their masterful book about the experience, written by Stephens and illustrated by
Catherwood, became a sensation, hailed by Edgar Allan Poe as “perhaps the most
interesting book of travel ever published” and recognized today as the birth of
American archaeology. Most important, Stephens and Catherwood were the first to
grasp the significance of the Maya remains, understanding that their antiquity and
sophistication overturned the West’s assumptions about the development of
civilization. By the time of the flowering of classical Greece (400 b.c.), the Maya were
already constructing pyramids and temples around central plazas. Within a few hundred
years the structures took on a monumental scale that required millions of man-hours of
labor, and technical and organizational expertise. Over the next millennium, dozens of
city-states evolved, each governed by powerful lords, some with populations larger than
any city in Europe at the time, and connected by road-like causeways of crushed stone.
The Maya developed a cohesive, unified cosmology, an array of common gods, a
creation story, and a shared artistic and architectural vision. They created stucco and
stone monuments and bas reliefs, sculpting figures and hieroglyphs with refined artistic
skill. At their peak, an estimated ten million people occupied the Maya’s heartland on
the Yucatan Peninsula, a region where only half a million now live. And yet by the time
the Spanish reached the “New World,” the Maya had all but disappeared; they would
remain a mystery for the next three hundred years. Today, the tables are turned: the
Maya are justly famous, if sometimes misunderstood, while Stephens and Catherwood
have been nearly forgotten. Based on Carlsen’s rigorous research and his own
1,500-mile journey throughout the Yucatan and Central America, Jungle of Stone is
equally a thrilling adventure narrative and a revelatory work of history that corrects our
understanding of Stephens, Catherwood, and the Maya themselves.
Evaluate students' progress with the printed booklet of Chapter Tests and Lesson
Quizzes. Preview online test questions or print for paper and pencil tests. Chapter tests
include traditional and document-based question tests.
You got into the teaching profession to make a difference. You had some exceptional
teachers growing up, and you thought you had what it took to make a similar impact on
young people. Yet, from the moment you inherited your first group of students, you
have been struggling to keep your head above water. During each period of the day,
while you attempt to deliver quality instruction, there are a handful of loud and
obnoxious students that make it their mission to disrupt your lessons and cause chaos
in the classroom. Because of your inability to take control, others have joined in the
insurrection. There is no teacher 911 number to dial, and you feel frustrated and
helpless. Your dream job has turned into a fight for survival. As a new instructor, you'll
need the knowledge and practical experience to set up your classroom, design and
teach lesson plans, and communicate with the parents of your students. Your top
priority, however, is to establish classroom management strategies and get students to
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buy into your rules and governance. If you can convince them to do so, you'll set the
table for a successful school year. Become the leader of your classroom and help
students discover the educational opportunities that await!
If you want to spark young people’s interest in history, teach them about the
undocumented legends they won’t find in their traditional history books. This title offers
readers a juicy retelling of what some people speculate is an alternate history of the
Americas. From Vikings maps of America hundreds of years before Columbus to the
discovery of a lost Christian colony in prehistoric Michigan, this book dares to uncover
some of history’s most controversial legends.
The first official companion book to HISTORY® network’s hit series Ancient Aliens®: a
powerful journey through human history that explores fascinating unanswered
questions about the origins of our civilizations. With a foreword by Series Creator, Kevin
Burns. Millions of people around the world believe we have been visited in the past by
extraterrestrial beings. What if it were true? And if so, what if there were clues left
behind? Each week, hundreds of thousands of viewers tune in to the wildly popular
Ancient Aliens® television series to seek insight into those very questions—and to
become part of a thrilling, probing exploration of the mysteries at the heart of world
civilizations. The first official companion book to the hit show, Ancient Aliens® takes
readers even deeper into the mysteries that have made the show a pop culture
phenomenon. Filled with exciting insights and behind-the scenes stories from the
show’s creators and leading experts in ancient alien theory, the book explores the key
questions at the heart of the series: Who were they? Why did they come? What did
they leave behind? Where did they go? Will they return? Transporting readers around
the globe, Ancient Aliens® explores the fascinating enigmas and mysterious artifacts
our ancestors left behind, from incredible objects to amazingly accurate ancient maps;
from the Great Pyramid of Giza and stone megaliths at Gobekli Tepe to the Nazca
Plains and mysterious structures of Puma Punku. Accompanied by lavish 4-color
photography throughout, the book allows armchair archaeologists to examine the
evidence up close for the first time. Both the ultimate-fan book and the perfect gift for
readers new to the show, Ancient Aliens® is a compelling journey through the
mysteries of our ancient civilizations and the possibility of alien influence on our
cultures.
“Edifying from every point of view--historical, cultural, and culinary.” —David Tanis,
author of A Platter of Figs and Other Recipes It’s a culinary catalyst, an agent of
change, a gastronomic rock star. Ubiquitous in the world’s most fabulous cuisines,
butter is boss. Here, it finally gets its due. After traveling across three continents to stalk
the modern story of butter, award-winning food writer and former pastry chef Elaine
Khosrova serves up a story as rich, textured, and culturally relevant as butter itself.
From its humble agrarian origins to its present-day artisanal glory, butter has a
fascinating story to tell, and Khosrova is the perfect person to tell it. With tales about the
ancient butter bogs of Ireland, the pleasure dairies of France, and the sacred butter
sculptures of Tibet, Khosrova details butter’s role in history, politics, economics,
nutrition, and even spirituality and art. Readers will also find the essential collection of
core butter recipes, including beurre manié, croissants, pâte brisée, and the only
buttercream frosting anyone will ever need, as well as practical how-tos for making
various types of butter at home--or shopping for the best. “A fascinating, tasty read . . .
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And what a bonus to have a collection of essential classic butter recipes included.”
—David Tanis, author of A Platter of Figs and Other Recipes “Following the path blazed
by Margaret Visser in Much Depends on Dinner, Elaine Khosrova makes much of butter
and the ruminants whose milk man churns. You will revel in dairy physics. And you may
never eat margarine again.” —John T. Edge, author of The Potlikker Papers: A Food
History of the Modern South “Butter proves that close study can reveal rich history,
lore, and practical information. All that and charm too.” —Mimi Sheraton, author of 1,000
Foods to Eat Before You Die “Irresistible and fascinating . . . This is one of those
definitive books on a subject that every cook should have.” —Elisabeth Prueitt, coowner of Tartine Bakery “The history of one of the most delectable ingredients
throughout our many cultures and geography over time is wonderfully churned and
emulsified in Khosrova’s Butter . . . Delightful storytelling.” —Elizabeth Falkner, author
of Demolition Desserts: Recipes from Citizen Cake
Unit 1. Early civilizations -- Unit 2. The ancient world -- Unit 3. New empires and new
faiths -- Unit 4. The middle ages -- Unit 5. A changing world -- Unit 6. Modern times.

A History of Mobility in New Mexico uses the often-enigmatic chipped stone
assemblages of the Taos Plateau to chart patterns of historical mobility in
northern New Mexico. Drawing on evidence of spatial patterning and
geochemical analyses of stone tools across archaeological landscapes, the book
examines the distinctive mobile modalities of different human communities,
documenting evolving logics of mobility—residential, logistical, pastoral, and
settler colonial. In particular, it focuses on the diversity of ways that Indigenous
peoples have used and moved across the Plateau landscape from deep time into
the present. The analysis of Indigenous movement patterns is grounded in critical
Indigenous philosophy, which applies core principles within Indigenous thought to
the archaeological record in order to challenge conventional understandings of
occupation, use, and abandonment. Providing an Indigenizing approach to
archaeological research and new evidence for the long-term use of specific
landscape features, A History of Mobility in New Mexico presents an innovative
approach to human-environment interaction for readers and scholars of North
American history.
Here is the story of America's oldest - and oddest - civilization, the Olmecs of the
southern Mexican jungles. Virtually unknown to archaeologists until the early
twentieth century, their true importance is only now being realized and shedding
new light on how the Indian peoples of the Americas came to be here.
Incorporating the latest scholarship, this upper-level ancient history text guides
students through the process of historical inquiry and exploration. Covering topics
ranging from the need for water in ancient societies to the problem of ancient
suicide, this narrative presents a balanced, cultural approach within a chronicle of
historical events and evidence, thereby promoting critical thinking, sharpening
analytical skills, and building student interest. This text offers a unique, multi-part
pedagogical framework. Each chapter is organized by "The Problem," "Sources
and Method," "The Evidence," "Questions to Consider," and the "Epilogue."
Diverse primary source materials include documents, maps, art, city plans, and
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statistical data. At the end of each chapter, the central theme, or "problem," is
tied to contemporary issues.
This unique book reveals the existence of an advanced civilization where none
was known before, presenting an entirely new perspective on the culture and
history of Tibet. In his groundbreaking study of an epic period in Tibet few people
even knew existed, John Vincent Bellezza details the discovery of an ancient
people on the most desolate reaches of the Tibetan plateau, revolutionizing our
ideas about who Tibetans really are. While many associate Tibet with Buddhism,
it was also once a land of warriors and chariots, whose burials included
megalithic arrays and golden masks. This first Tibetan civilization, known as
Zhang Zhung, was a cosmopolitan one with links extending across Eurasia,
bringing it in line with many of the major cultural innovations of the Late Bronze
Age and Iron Age. Based on decades of research, The Dawn of Tibet draws on a
rich trove of archaeological, textual, and ethnographic materials collected and
analyzed by the author. Bellezza describes the vast network of castles, temples,
megaliths, necropolises, and rock art established on the highest and now
depopulated part of the Tibetan plateau. He relates literary tales of priests and
priestesses, horned deities, and the celestial afterlife to the actual archaeological
evidence, providing a fascinating perspective on the origins and development of
civilization. The story builds to the present by following the colorful culture of the
herders of Upper Tibet, an ancient people whose way of life is endangered by
modern development. Tracing Bellezza’s epic journeys across lands where few
Westerners have ventured, this book provides a compelling window into the most
inaccessible reaches of Tibet and a civilization that flourished long before
Buddhism took root.
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