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When the end of life makes its inevitable appearance, people
should be able to expect reliable, humane, and effective
caregiving. Yet too many dying people suffer unnecessarily.
While an "overtreated" dying is feared, untreated pain or
emotional abandonment are equally frightening. Approaching
Death reflects a wide-ranging effort to understand what we
know about care at the end of life, what we have yet to learn,
and what we know but do not adequately apply. It seeks to
build understanding of what constitutes good care for the
dying and offers recommendations to decisionmakers that
address specific barriers to achieving good care. This volume
offers a profile of when, where, and how Americans die. It
examines the dimensions of caring at the end of life:
Determining diagnosis and prognosis and communicating
these to patient and family. Establishing clinical and personal
goals. Matching physical, psychological, spiritual, and
practical care strategies to the patient's values and
circumstances. Approaching Death considers the dying
experience in hospitals, nursing homes, and other settings
and the role of interdisciplinary teams and managed care. It
offers perspectives on quality measurement and
improvement, the role of practice guidelines, cost concerns,
and legal issues such as assisted suicide. The book proposes
how health professionals can become better prepared to care
well for those who are dying and to understand that these are
not patients for whom "nothing can be done."
Looking at the cultural responses to death and dying, this
collection explores the emotional aspects that death provokes
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in humans, whether it is disgust, fear, awe, sadness, anger,
or even joy. Whereas most studies of death and dying treat
the subject from an objective viewpoint, the scholars in this
collection recognize their inherent connection with death
which allows for a new and more personal form of study.
More broadly, this collection suggests a new paradigm in the
study of death and dying.
The social and cultural changes of the last century have
transformed death from an everyday fact to something hidden
from view. Shifting between the practical and the theoretical,
the professional and the intimate, the real and the fictitious,
this collection of essays explores the continued power of
death over our lives. It examines the idea and experience of
death from an interdisciplinary perspective, including studies
of changing burial customs throughout Europe; an account of
a“dying party” in the Netherlands; examinations of the
fascination with violent death in crime fiction and the
phenomenon of serial killer art; analyses of death and
bereavement in poetry, fiction, and autobiography; and a look
at audience reactions to depictions of death on screen. By
studying and considering how death is thought about in the
contemporary era, we might restore the natural place it has in
our lives.
Few issues apply universally to people as poignantly as death
and dying. All religions address concerns with death from the
handling of human remains, to defining death, to suggesting
what happens after life. The Routledge Companion to Death
and Dying provides readers with an overview of the study of
death and dying. Questions of death, mortality, and more
recently of end-of-life care, have long been important ones
and scholars from a range of fields have approached the
topic in a number of ways. Comprising over fifty-two chapters
from a team of international contributors, the companion
covers: funerary and mourning practices; concepts of the
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afterlife; psychical issues associated with death and dying;
clinical and ethical issues; philosophical issues; death and
dying as represented in popular culture. This comprehensive
collection of essays will bring together perspectives from
fields as diverse as history, philosophy, literature, psychology,
archaeology and religious studies, while including various
religious traditions, including established religions like
Christianity, Judaism, Islam, Hinduism, and Buddhism as well
as new or less widely known traditions such as the Spiritualist
Movement, the Church of Latter Day Saints, and Raëlianism.
The Routledge Companion to Death and Dying is essential
reading for students and researchers in religious studies,
philosophy and literature.
Death comes to all humans, but how death is managed,
symbolised and experienced varies widely, not only between
individuals but also between groups. What then shapes how
a society manages death, dying and bereavement today? Are
all modern countries similar? How important are culture, the
physical environment, national histories, national laws and
institutions, and globalization? This is the first book to look at
how all these different factors shape death and dying in the
modern world. Written by an internationally renowned scholar
in death studies, and drawing on examples from around the
world, including the UK, USA, China and Japan, The
Netherlands, Scandinavia and Eastern Europe. This book
investigates how key factors such as money, communication
technologies, the family, religion, and war, interact in complex
ways to shape people’s experiences of dying and grief.
Essential reading for students, researchers and professionals
across sociology, anthropology, social work and healthcare,
and for anyone who wants to understand how countries
around the world manage death and dying.
How the legalization of assisted dying is changing our lives.
Over the past five years, medical aid-in-dying (also known as
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assisted suicide) has expanded rapidly in the United States
and is now legally available to one in five Americans. This
growing social and political movement heralds the possibility
of a new era of choice in dying. Yet very little is publicly
known about how medical aid-in-dying laws affect ordinary
citizens once they are put into practice. Sociological studies
of new health policies have repeatedly demonstrated that the
realities often fall short of advocacy visions, raising questions
about how much choice and control aid-in-dying actually
affords. Scripting Death chronicles two years of ethnographic
research documenting the implementation of Vermont’s 2013
Patient Choice and Control at End of Life Act. Author Mara
Buchbinder weaves together stories collected from patients,
caregivers, health care providers, activists, and legislators to
illustrate how they navigate aid-in-dying as a new medical
frontier in the aftermath of legalization. Scripting Death
explains how medical aid-in-dying works, what motivates
people to pursue it, and ultimately, why upholding the “right
to die” is very different from ensuring access to this lifeending procedure. This unprecedented, in-depth account
uses the case of assisted death as an entry point into
ongoing cultural conversations about the changing landscape
of death and dying in the United States.
Grief and Bereavement in Contemporary Society is the
authoritative guide to the study of and work with major
themes in bereavement. The classic edition includes a new
preface from the lead editors discussing advances in the field
since the book’s initial publication. The book’s chapters
synthesize the best of research-based conceptualization and
clinical wisdom across 30 of the most important topics in the
field. The volume’s contributors come from around the world,
and their work reflects a level of cultural awareness of the
diversity and universality of bereavement and its challenges
that has rarely been approximated by other volumes. This is a
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readable, engaging, and comprehensive book that shares the
most important scientific and applied work on the
contemporary scene with a broad international audience. It’s
an essential addition to anyone with a serious interest in
death, dying, and bereavement.
" This text provides current information about
thanatechnology, the communication technology used in
providing death education, grief counseling, and thanatology
research. It offers a broad overview of how the
communication technology revolution affects individuals
coping with end-of-life issues, death-related and non-death
loss and grief, and implications of the digital divide between
those who have access to modern technology and those who
do not. It describes the proliferation of online support groups
and social network sites to cope with loss, and mechanisms
for its commemoration. It also highlights blogging as a means
of storytelling and SKYPE as a communication tool during
times of loss and grief. The issue of disenfranchised grief
experienced by online community members is also explored
along with ethical issues. "

AriA]s traces Western man's attitudes toward mortality
from the early medieval conception of death as the
familiar collective destiny of the human race to the
modern tendency, so pronounced in industrial societies,
to hide death as if it were an embarrassing family secret.
-- Newsweek
This engaging new book takes a fresh approach to the
major topics surrounding the processes and rituals of
death and dying in the United States. It emphasizes
individual experiences and personal reactions to death
as well as placing mortality within a wider social context,
drawing on theoretical frameworks, empirical research
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and popular culture. Throughout the text the authors
highlight the importance of two key factors in American
society which determine who dies and under what
circumstances: persistent social inequality and the
American consumerist ethic. These features are
explored through a discussion of topics ranging from
debates about euthanasia to deaths resulting from war
and terrorism; from the death of a child to children?s
experience of grieving and bereavement; and from
beliefs about life after death to more practical issues
such as the disposal of the dead body. Drawing on
sociological, anthropological, philosophical, and historical
research the authors present the salient features of
death and dying for upper-level students across the
social sciences. For anyone interested in learning more
about the end of life, this book will provide a useful and
accessible perspective on the uniquely American
understanding of death and dying.
A basic motivation for social and cultural life is the
problem of death. By analysing the experiences of dying
and bereaved people, as well as institutional responses
to death, Clive Seale shows its importance for
understanding the place of embodiment in social life. He
draws on a comprehensive review of sociological,
anthropological and historical studies, including his own
research, to demonstrate the great variability that exists
in human social constructions for managing mortality.
Far from living in a 'death denying' society, dying and
bereaved people in contemporary culture are often able
to assert membership of an imagined community,
through the narrative reconstruction of personal
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biography, drawing on a variety of cultural scripts
emanating from medicine, psychology, the media and
other sources. These insights are used to argue that the
maintenance of the human social bond in the face of
death is a continual resurrective practice, permeating
everyday life.
The fortieth-anniversary edition of a classic and prescient
work on death and dying. Much of today's literature on
end-of-life issues overlooks the importance of 1970s
social movements in shaping our understanding of
death, dying, and the dead body. This anniversary
edition of Lyn Lofland's The Craft of Dying begins to
repair this omission. Lofland identifies, critiques, and
theorizes 1970s death movements, including the Death
Acceptance Movement, the Death with Dignity
Movement, and the Natural Death movement. All these
groups attempted to transform death into a “positive
experience,” anticipating much of today's death and
dying activism. Lofland turns a sociologist's eye on the
era's increased interest in death, considering, among
other things, the components of the modern “face of
death” and the “craft of dying,” the construction of a
dying role or identity by those who are dying, and the
constraints on their freedom to do this. Lofland wrote just
before the AIDS epidemic transformed the landscape of
death and dying in the West; many of the trends she
identified became the building blocks of AIDS activism in
the 1980s and 1990s. The Craft of Dying will help
readers understand contemporary death social
movements' historical relationships to questions of race,
class, gender, and sexuality and is a book that everyone
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interested in end-of-life politics should read.
This book utilises a dynamic analysis of mortality to
acknowledge shifts of emphasis in cultural and religious
traditions. A central concern is the diversity of
representations of death to be found within the varying
cultural, religious, medical and legal systems of
contemporary western societies. Since the construction
of death mores has social implications, a major element
of the book is an examination of the way in which groups
and individuals employ specific representations of
mortality in order to generate meaning and purpose for
life and death.
Physicians, philosophers, and theologians consider how
to address death and dying for a diverse population in a
secularized century. Most of us are generally ill-equipped
for dying. Today, we neither see death nor prepare for it.
But this has not always been the case. In the early
fifteenth century, the Roman Catholic Church published
the Ars moriendi texts, which established prayers and
practices for an art of dying. In the twenty-first century,
physicians rely on procedures and protocols for the
efficient management of hospitalized patients. How can
we recapture an art of dying that can facilitate our dying
well? In this book, physicians, philosophers, and
theologians attempt to articulate a bioethical framework
for dying well in a secularized, diverse society.
Contributors discuss such topics as the acceptance of
human finitude; the role of hospice and palliative
medicine; spiritual preparation for death; and the
relationship between community, and individual
autonomy. They also consider special cases, including
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children, elderly patients with dementia, and death in the
early years of the AIDS epidemic, when doctors could do
little more than accompany their patients in humble
solidarity. These chapters make the case for a robust
bioethics—one that could foster both the contemplation of
finitude and the cultivation of community that would be
necessary for a contemporary art of dying well.
Contributors Jeffrey P. Bishop, Lisa Sowle Cahill, Daniel
Callahan, Farr A. Curlin, Lydia S. Dugdale, Michelle
Harrington, John Lantos, Stephen R. Latham, M.
Therese Lysaught, Autumn Alcott Ridenour, Peter A.
Selwyn, Daniel Sulmasy
This volume is directed towards professionals who work
in the fields concerning death and dying. These
professionals must perceive the needs of people with
cultural patterns which are different from the "standard
and dominant" patterns in the United States and
Canada. Accordingly, the book includes illustrative
episodes and in-depth presentations of selected "ethnic
patterns".; Each of the "ethnic chapters" is written by an
author who shares the cultural traditions the chapter
describes. Other chapters examine multicultural issues
and provide the means for personal reflection on death
and dying. There are also two bibliographic sections, one
general and one geared towards children. The text is
divided into three sections - Cross-Cultural and Personal
perspectives, Dying, Death, and Grief Among Selected
Ethnic Communities, and Reflections and Conclusions.;
The book is aimed at those in the fields of clinical
psychology, grief therapy, sociology, nursing, social and
health care work.
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This stimulating new book provides a sophisticated
introduction to the key issues in the sociology of death
and dying. In recent years, the social sciences have
seen an upsurge of interest in death and dying. The
fascination with death is reflected in popular media such
as newspapers, television documentaries, films and
soaps, and, moreover, in the multiplying range of
professional roles associated with dying and death. Yet
despite its ubiquitous significance, the majority of texts in
the field have been written primarily for health
professionals. This book breaks with that tradition. It
provides a cutting edge, comprehensive discussion of
the key topics in death and dying and in so doing
demonstrates that the study of mortality is germane to all
areas of sociology. The book is organised thematically,
utilising empirical material from cross–national and
cross–cultural perspectives. It carefully addresses
questions about social attitudes to mortality, the social
nature of death and dying, explanations for change and
diversity in approaches, and traditional, modern and
postmodern experiences of death. Death and Dying will
appeal to students across the social sciences, as well as
professionals whose work brings them into contact with
dying or bereaved people.
This “comforting…thoughtful” (The Washington Post) guide to
maintaining a high quality of life—from resilient old age to the
first inklings of a serious illness to the final breath—by the New
York Times bestselling author of Knocking on Heaven’s Door
is a “roadmap to the end that combines medical, practical,
and spiritual guidance” (The Boston Globe). “A common
sense path to define what a ‘good’ death looks like” (USA
TODAY), The Art of Dying Well is about living as well as
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possible for as long as possible and adapting successfully to
change. Packed with extraordinarily helpful insights and
inspiring true stories, award-winning journalist Katy Butler
shows how to thrive in later life (even when coping with a
chronic medical condition), how to get the best from our
health system, and how to make your own “good death”
more likely. Butler explains how to successfully age in place,
why to pick a younger doctor and how to have an honest
conversation with them, when not to call 911, and how to
make your death a sacred rite of passage rather than a
medical event. This handbook of preparations—practical,
communal, physical, and spiritual—will help you make the
most of your remaining time, be it decades, years, or months.
Based on Butler’s experience caring for aging parents, and
hundreds of interviews with people who have successfully
navigated our fragmented health system and helped their
loved ones have good deaths, The Art of Dying Well also
draws on the expertise of national leaders in family medicine,
palliative care, geriatrics, oncology, and hospice. This
“empowering guide clearly outlines the steps necessary to
prepare for a beautiful death without fear” (Shelf Awareness).
If ever there was an area requiring that the research-practice
gap be bridged, surely it occurs where thanatologists engage
with people dealing with human mortality and loss. The field
of thanatology—the study of death and dying—is a complex,
multidisciplinary area that encompases the range of human
experiences, emotions, expectations, and realities. The
Handbook of Thanatology is the most authoritative volume in
the field, providing a single source of up-to-date scholarship,
research, and practice implications. The handbook is the
recommended resource for preparation for the prestigious
certificate in thanatology (CT) and fellow in thanatology (FT)
credentials, which are administered and granted by ADEC.
A mesmerizing trip across America to investigate the
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changing face of death in contemporary life Death in the
United States is undergoing a quiet revolution. You can have
your body frozen, dissected, composted, dissolved, or
tanned. Your family can incorporate your remains into jewelry,
shotgun shells, paperweights, and artwork. Cremations have
more than doubled, and DIY home funerals and green burials
are on the rise. American Afterlives is Shannon Lee Dawdy’s
lyrical and compassionate account of changing death
practices in America as people face their own mortality and
search for a different kind of afterlife. As an anthropologist
and archaeologist, Dawdy knows that how a society treats its
dead yields powerful clues about its beliefs and values. As
someone who has experienced loss herself, she knows there
is no way to tell this story without also reexamining her own
views about death and dying. In this meditative and gently
humorous book, Dawdy embarks on a transformative journey
across the United States, talking to funeral directors, deathcare entrepreneurs, designers, cemetery owners, death
doulas, and ordinary people from all walks of life. What she
discovers is that, by reinventing death, Americans are
reworking their ideas about personhood, ritual, and
connection across generations. She also confronts the
seeming contradiction that American death is becoming at the
same time more materialistic and more spiritual. Written in
conjunction with a documentary film project, American
Afterlives features images by cinematographer Daniel Zox
that provide their own testament to our rapidly changing
attitudes toward death and the afterlife.
This two-volume book offers extensive interviews with
persons who have made significant contributions to
thanatology, the study of dying, death, loss, and grief. The
book’s in-depth conversations provide compelling life stories
of interest to clinicians, researchers, and educated lay
persons, and to specialists interested in oral history as a
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means of gaining rich understandings of persons’ lives.
Several disciplines that contribute to thanatology are
represented in this book, such as psychology, religious
studies, art, literature, history, social work, nursing, theology,
education, psychiatry, sociology, philosophy, and
anthropology. The book is unique; no other text offers such a
comprehensive, insightful, and personal review of work in the
thanatology field. The salience of thanatology is obvious
when we consider several topics, including the aging
demographics of most countries, the leading causes of death,
the devastation of COVID-19, the realities of how most
persons die, the growth both of hospice and of efforts within
medicine to ensure that a good death becomes the norm of
medical practice, and increases in the number of countries
and states permitting physician-assisted suicide Volume One
includes conversations with 21 thanatologists and an
introductory chapter in which the author provides an overview
of the project and offers reflections on what these
thanatologists have told him. The experts interviewed here
include Robert Fulton, Sandra Bertman, Bill Worden, Charles
Corr, Sister Frances Dominica, Myra Bluebond Langner,
Nancy Hogan, Robert Neimeyer, Ken Doka, and Donna
Schuurman.
Taking a novel approach to the contradictory impulses of
violence and care, illness and healing, this book radically
shifts the way we think of the interrelations of institutions and
experiences in a globalizing world. Living and Dying in the
Contemporary World is not just another reader in medical
anthropology but a true tour de force—a deep exploration of all
that makes life unbearable and yet livable through the labor of
ordinary people. This book comprises forty-four chapters by
scholars whose ethnographic and historical work is conducted
around the globe, including South Asia, East Asia, Latin
America, Africa, the Middle East, Europe, and the United
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States. Bringing together the work of established scholars
with the vibrant voices of younger scholars, Living and Dying
in the Contemporary World will appeal to anthropologists,
sociologists, health scientists, scholars of religion, and all who
are curious about how to relate to the rapidly changing
institutions and experiences in an ever more connected world.
With intense and violent portrayals of death becoming ever
more common on television and in cinema and the growth of
death-centric movies, series, texts, songs, and video clips
attracting a wide and enthusiastic global reception, we might
well ask whether death has ceased to be a taboo. What
makes thanatic themes so desirable in popular culture? Do
representations of the macabre and gore perpetuate or
sublimate violent desires? Has contemporary popular culture
removed our unease with death? Can social media help us
cope with our mortality, or can music and art present death as
an aesthetic phenomenon? This volume adopts an
interdisciplinary approach to the discussion of the social,
cultural, aesthetic, and theoretical aspects of the ways in
which popular culture understands, represents, and manages
death, bringing together contributions from around the world
focused on television, cinema, popular literature, social media
and the internet, art, music, and advertising.
"The Celebration of Death in Contemporary Culture
investigates the emergence and meaning of the cult of death.
Over the last three decades, Halloween has grown to rival
Christmas in its popularity and profitability; dark tourism has
emerged as a rapidly expanding industry; and funerals have
become less traditional. "Corpse chic" and "skull style" have
entered mainstream fashion, while elements of gothic, horror,
torture porn, and slasher movies have streamed into more
conventional genres. Monsters have become pop culture
heroes: vampires, zombies, and serial killers now appeal
broadly to audiences of all ages. This book considers, for the
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first time, these phenomena as aspects of a single
movement, documenting its development in contemporary
Western culture. Previous considerations of our fixation on
death have not developed a convincing theory linking the
mounting demand for images of violent death and the
dramatic changes in death-related social rituals and practices.
This book offers a conceptual framework that connects the
observations of the simulated world of fiction and
movies--including The Twilight Saga, The Vampire Diaries,
Night Watch, Hannibal, and the Harry Potter series--to social
and cultural practices, providing an analysis of the specific
aesthetics and the intellectual and historical conditions that
triggered the cult of death. It also considers the celebration of
death in the context of a longstanding critique of humanism
and investigates the role played by 20th-century French
theory, as well as by posthumanism, transhumanism, and the
animal rights movement, in the formation of the current
antihumanist atmosphere. With its critique of movie and book
blockbusters and the death-related social rituals, festivals,
and fashions that have coalesced into the cult of death, this
timely volume will appeal to anyone hoping to better
understand a defining phenomenon of our age. Scholars and
general readers of cultural studies, film and literary studies,
anthropology, and American and Russian studies will find this
book thought-provoking"-This stimulating new book provides a sophisticated
introduction to the key issues in the sociology of death and
dying. In recent years, the social sciences have seen an
upsurge of interest in death and dying. The fascination with
death is reflected in popular media such as newspapers,
television documentaries, films and soaps, and, moreover, in
the multiplying range of professional roles associated with
dying and death. Yet despite its ubiquitous significance, the
majority of texts in the field have been written primarily for
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health professionals. This book breaks with that tradition. It
provides a cutting edge, comprehensive discussion of the key
topics in death and dying and in so doing demonstrates that
the study of mortality is germane to all areas of sociology.
The book is organised thematically, utilising empirical material
from cross-national and cross-cultural perspectives. It
carefully addresses questions about social attitudes to
mortality, the social nature of death and dying, explanations
for change and diversity in approaches, and traditional,
modern and postmodern experiences of death. Death and
Dying will appeal to students across the social sciences, as
well as professionals whose work brings them into contact
with dying or bereaved people.

This book, based on extensive original research,
explores the various ways in which Japanese people
think about death and how they approach the
process of dying and death. It shows how new forms
of funeral ceremonies have been developed by the
funeral industry, how traditional grave burial is being
replaced in some cases by the scattering of ashes
and forest mortuary ritual, and how Japanese
thinking on relationships, the value of life, and the
afterlife are changing. Throughout, it assesses how
these changes reflect changing social structures and
social values.
Practical and inspiring, DEATH & DYING, LIFE &
LIVING, 8th Edition helps students learn how to
navigate encounters with death, dying, and
bereavement. The authors integrate classical and
contemporary material, present task-based
approaches for individual
and family coping, and
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include four chapters devoted to death-related
issues faced by children, adolescents, young and
middle-aged adults, and older adults. They also
discuss a variety of cultural and religious
perspectives that affect people's understanding and
practices associated with such encounters. Practical
guidelines for constructive communication
encourage productive living in the face of death. You
can use this book as a primary textbook for
undergraduate and graduate courses in death,
dying, and bereavement; as a supplementary text in
related courses; or as a general resource. Important
Notice: Media content referenced within the product
description or the product text may not be available
in the ebook version.
This text brings together spokespersons from
several different disciplines who can present their
arguments for or against rational suicide as a viable
concept and, consequently, a realistic option. The
pros and cons of the discussion format bring the
readers to search for their beliefs, and the final
decision of acceptance or rejection of the concept is
left to each individual reader.
Three-quarters of deaths in the U.S. today occur to
people over the age of 65, following chronic illness.
This new experience of "predictable death" has
important consequences for the ways in which
societies structure their health care systems, laws,
and labor markets. Dying in Old Age: U.S. Practice
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and Policy applies a sociological lens to the end of
life, exploring how macrosocial systems and social
inequalities interact to affect individual experiences
of death in the United States. Using data from the
National Health and Aging Trends Study and Pew
Research Center Survey of Aging and Longevity,
this book argues that predictable death influences
the entire life course and works to generate greater
social disparities. The volume is divided into sections
exploring demography, the circumstances of dying
people, and public policy affecting dying people and
their families. In exploring these interconnected
factors, the author also proposes means of making
"bad death" an avoidable event. As one of the first
books to explore the social consequences of end of
life practice, Dying in Old Age will be of great interest
to graduate and advanced undergraduate students
in sociology, social work, and public health, as well
as scholars and policymakers in these areas.
Delivers the collective wisdom of foremost scholars
and practitioners in the death and dying movement
from its inception to the present. Written by
luminaries who have shaped the field, this capstone
book distills the collective wisdom of foremost
scholars and practitioners who together have nearly
a millennium of experience in the death and dying
movement. The book bears witness to the evolution
of the movement and presents the insights of its
pioneers, eyewitnesses, and major contributors past
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and present. Its chapters address contemporary
intellectual, institutional, and practice developments
in thanatology: hospice and palliative care; funeral
practice; death education; and caring of the dying,
suicidal, bereaved, and traumatized. With a breadth
and depth found in no other text on death, dying, and
bereavement, the book disseminates the thinking of
prominent authors William Worden, David Clark,
Tony Walter, Robert Neimeyer, Charles Corr, Phyllis
Silverman, Betty Davies, Therese A. Rando, Colin
Murray Parkes, Kenneth Doka, Allan Kellehear,
Sandra Bertman, Stephen Connor, Linda Goldman,
Mary Vachon, and others. Their chapters discuss the
most significant facets of early development, review
important current work, and assess major challenges
and hopes for the future in the areas of their
expertise. A substantial chronology of important
milestones in the contemporary movement
introduces the book, frames the chapters to follow,
and provides guidance for further, in-depth reading.
The book first focuses on the interdisciplinary
intellectual achievements that have formed the
foundation of the field of thanatology. The section on
institutional innovations encompasses contributions
in hospice and palliative care of the dying and their
families; funeral service; and death education. The
section on practices addresses approaches to
counseling and providing support for individuals,
families, and communities on issues related to dying,
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bereavement, suicide, trauma, disaster, and
caregiving. An Afterword identifies challenges and
looks toward future developments that promise to
sustain, further enrich, and strengthen the
movement. KEY FEATURES: Distills the wisdom of
pioneers in and major contributors to the
contemporary death, dying, and bereavement
movement Includes living witness accounts of the
movement's evolution and important milestones
Presents the best contemporary thinking in
thanatology Describes contemporary institutional
developments in hospice and palliative care, funeral
practice, and death education Illuminates best
practices in care of the dying, suicidal, bereaved,
and traumatized
Exploring the Philosophy of Death and Dying:
Classical and Contemporary Perspectives is the first
book to offer students the full breadth of
philosophical issues that are raised by the end of life.
Included are many of the essential voices that have
contributed to the philosophy of death and dying
throughout history and in contemporary research.
The 38 chapters in its nine sections contain classic
texts (by authors such as Epicurus, Hume,
Nietzsche, and Schopenhauer) and new short
argumentative essays, specially commissioned for
this volume, by world-leading contemporary experts.
Exploring the Philosophy of Death and Dying
introduces students to both theoretical issues
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(whether we can survive death, whether death is
truly bad for us, whether immortality would be
desirable, etc.) and urgent practical issues (the
ethics of suicide, the value of grief, the appropriate
medical criteria for declaring death, etc.) raised by
human mortality, enabling instructors to adapt it to a
wide array of institutions and student audiences. As
a pedagogical benefit, PowerPoints, discussion
questions, and test questions for each chapter are
included as online ancillary materials.
An examination of the contemporary medicalization
of death and dying that calls us to acknowledge
instead death's existential and emotional realities.
Death is a natural, inevitable, and deeply human
process, and yet Western medicine tends to view it
as a medical failure. In their zeal to prevent death,
physicians and hospitals often set patients and their
families on a seemingly unstoppable trajectory
toward medical interventions that may actually
increase suffering at the end of life. This volume in
the MIT Press Essential Knowledge series examines
the medicalization of death and dying and proposes
a different approach--one that acknowledges death's
existential and emotional realities. The authors--one
an academic who teaches and studies end-of-life
care, and the other a physician trained in hospice
and palliative care--offer an account of Western-style
death and dying that is informed by both research
and personal experience. They examine the medical
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profession's attitude toward death as a biological
dysfunction that needs fixing; describe the hospice
movement, as well as movements for palliative care
and aid in dying, and why they failed to influence
mainstream medicine; consider our reluctance to
have end-of-life conversations; and investigate the
commodification of medicine and the business of
dying. To help patients die in accordance with their
values, they say, those who care for the dying
should focus less on delaying death by any means
possible and more on being present with the dying
on their journey.
Death and Dying in Contemporary JapanRoutledge
This book examines access to specialist palliative care
among different groups in society, and the ways of
working with difference within such services.
Practical and inspiring, this field-leading book helps
students learn how to navigate encounters with death,
dying, and bereavement. The authors integrate classical
and contemporary material, present task-based
approaches for individual and family coping, and include
four substantial chapters devoted to death-related issues
faced by children, adolescents, young and middle-aged
adults, and older adults. The book discusses a variety of
cultural and religious perspectives that affect people's
understanding and practices associated with such
encounters. Practical guidelines for constructive
communication are designed to encourage productive
living in the face of death. Important Notice: Media
content referenced within the product description or the
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product text may not be available in the ebook version.
Death is at once a universal and everyday, but also an
extraordinary experience in the lives of those affected.
Death and bereavement are thereby intensified at (and
frequently contained within) certain sites and regulated
spaces, such as the hospital, the cemetery and the
mortuary. However, death also affects and unfolds in
many other spaces: the home, public spaces and places
of worship, sites of accident, tragedy and violence. Such
spaces, or Deathscapes, are intensely private and
personal places, while often simultaneously being
shared, collective, sites of experience and remembrance;
each place mediated through the intersections of
emotion, body, belief, culture, society and the state.
Bringing together geographers, sociologists,
anthropologists, cultural studies academics and
historians among others, this book focuses on the
relationships between space/place and death/
bereavement in 'western' societies. Addressing three
broad themes: the place of death; the place of final
disposition; and spaces of remembrance and
representation, the chapters reflect a variety of scales
ranging from the mapping of bereavement on the
individual or in private domestic space, through to sites
of accident, battle, burial, cremation and remembrance in
public space. The book also examines social and cultural
changes in death and bereavement practices, including
personalisation and secularisation. Other social trends
are addressed by chapters on green and garden burial,
negotiating emotion in public/ private space,
remembrance of violence and disaster, and virtual
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space. A meshing of material and 'more-thanrepresentational' approaches consider the nature,
culture, economy and politics of Deathscapes - what are
in effect some of the most significant places in human
society.
In November 1998, millions of television viewers
watched as Thomas Youk died. Suffering from the late
stages of Lou Gehrig's disease, Youk had called upon
infamous Michigan pathologist Dr. Jack Kevorkian to
help end his life on his own terms. After delivering the
videotape to 60 Minutes, Kevorkian was arrested and
convicted of manslaughter, despite the fact that Youk's
family firmly believed that the ending of his life qualified
as a good death. Death is political, as the controversies
surrounding Jack Kevorkian and, more recently, Terri
Schiavo have shown. While death is a natural event,
modern end-of-life experiences are shaped by new
medical, demographic, and cultural trends. People who
are dying are kept alive, sometimes against their will or
the will of their family, with powerful medications,
machines, and "heroic measures." Current research on
end-of-life issues is substantial, involving many fields.
Beyond the Good Death takes an anthropological
approach, examining the changes in our concept of
death over the last several decades. As author James
W. Green determines, the attitudes of today's baby
boomers differ greatly from those of their parents and
grandparents, who spoke politely and in hushed voices
of those who had "passed away." Dr. Elisabeth KüblerRoss, in the 1960s, gave the public a new language for
speaking openly about death with her "five steps of
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dying." If we talked more about death, she emphasized,
it would become less fearful for everyone. The term
"good death" reentered the public consciousness as
narratives of AIDS, cancer, and other chronic diseases
were featured on talk shows and in popular books such
as the best-selling Tuesdays with Morrie. Green looks at
a number of contemporary secular American death
practices that are still informed by an ancient religious
ethos. Most important, Beyond the Good Death provides
an interpretation of the ways in which Americans react
when death is at hand for themselves or for those they
care about.
Health, illness and disease are topics well-suited to
interdisciplinary inquiry. This book brings together
scholars from around the world who share an interest in
and a commitment to bridging the traditional boundaries
of inquiry. We hope that this book begins new
conversations that will situate health in broader sociocultural contexts and establish connections between
health, illness and disease and other socio-political
issues. This book is the outcome of the first global
conference on Making Sense of: Health, Illness and
Disease, held at St Catherine's College, Oxford, in June
2002. The selected papers pursue a range of topics from
the cultural significance of narratives of health, illness
and disease to healing practices in contemporary society
as well as patients' illness experiences.
Author Robert Marrone, an experienced educator,
researcher, psychotherapist, and writer, clearly and
thoughtfully explains how attitudes toward death have
changed over record time and how current interest in
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death, dying, and caring is affecting contemporary
society. Multidisciplinary in nature, this up-to-date text
captures the contributions of psychology, sociology,
anthropology, philosophy, theology, biology, medicine,
social work, ethics, law, and more.The text not only
reflects broad interests, but also reflects a diverse,
multicultural community. The author covers the rich
variation in attitudes, beliefs and practices in America
and throughout the world.
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