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Documents the burgeoning Chinese presence in Africa to examine China's potentially world-changing role in reshaping
Africa's culture and economy.
A New York Times Notable Book Empress Dowager Cixi (1835–1908) is the most important woman in Chinese history.
She ruled China for decades and brought a medieval empire into the modern age. At the age of sixteen, in a nationwide
selection for royal consorts, Cixi was chosen as one of the emperor’s numerous concubines. When he died in 1861, their
five-year-old son succeeded to the throne. Cixi at once launched a palace coup against the regents appointed by her
husband and made herself the real ruler of China—behind the throne, literally, with a silk screen separating her from her
officials who were all male. In this groundbreaking biography, Jung Chang vividly describes how Cixi fought against
monumental obstacles to change China. Under her the ancient country attained virtually all the attributes of a modern
state: industries, railways, electricity, the telegraph and an army and navy with up-to-date weaponry. It was she who
abolished gruesome punishments like “death by a thousand cuts” and put an end to foot-binding. She inaugurated
women’s liberation and embarked on the path to introduce parliamentary elections to China. Chang comprehensively
overturns the conventional view of Cixi as a diehard conservative and cruel despot. Cixi reigned during extraordinary
times and had to deal with a host of major national crises: the Taiping and Boxer rebellions, wars with France and
Japan—and an invasion by eight allied powers including Britain, Germany, Russia and the United States. Jung Chang not
only records the Empress Dowager’s conduct of domestic and foreign affairs, but also takes the reader into the depths of
her splendid Summer Palace and the harem of Beijing’s Forbidden City, where she lived surrounded by eunuchs—one of
whom she fell in love, with tragic consequences. The world Chang describes here, in fascinating detail, seems almost
unbelievable in its extraordinary mixture of the very old and the very new. Based on newly available, mostly Chinese,
historical documents such as court records, official and private correspondence, diaries and eyewitness accounts, this
biography will revolutionize historical thinking about a crucial period in China’s—and the world’s—history. Packed with
drama, fast paced and gripping, it is both a panoramic depiction of the birth of modern China and an intimate portrait of a
woman: as the concubine to a monarch, as the absolute ruler of a third of the world’s population, and as a unique
stateswoman.
Traces the revolution led by a failed civil servant, citing the roles played by the United States and Britain as well as the
contributions of such figures as military strategist Zeng Guofan and Taiping leader Hong Rengan.
Transformed from a swampland wilderness into a dazzling, modern–day Babylon, the Shanghai that predated Mao‘s
cultural revolution was a city like no other: redolent with opium and underworld crime, booming with foreign trade,
blessed with untold wealth and marred by abject squalor. Journalist Stella Dong captures all the exoticism, extremes, and
excitement of this legendary city as if it were a larger–than–life character in a fantastic novel.
In the spring of A.D. 587, John Moschos and his pupil Sophronius the Sophist embarked on a remarkable expedition
across the entire Byzantine world, traveling from the shores of Bosphorus to the sand dunes of Egypt. Using Moschos’s
writings as his guide and inspiration, the acclaimed travel writer William Dalrymple retraces the footsteps of these two
monks, providing along the way a moving elegy to the slowly dying civilization of Eastern Christianity and to the people
who are struggling to keep its flame alive. The result is Dalrymple’s unsurpassed masterpiece: a beautifully written
travelogue, at once rich and scholarly, moving and courageous, overflowing with vivid characters and hugely topical
insights into the history, spirituality and the fractured politics of the Middle East.
"From the former New York Times Asia correspondent and author of China's Second Continent, an incisive investigation
of China's ideological development as it becomes an ever more aggressive player in regional and global diplomacy." /
Verlagsinformation
The much-anticipated definitive account of China's Great Famine An estimated thirty-six million Chinese men, women,
and children starved to death during China's Great Leap Forward in the late 1950s and early '60s. One of the greatest
tragedies of the twentieth century, the famine is poorly understood, and in China is still euphemistically referred to as "the
three years of natural disaster." As a journalist with privileged access to official and unofficial sources, Yang Jisheng
spent twenty years piecing together the events that led to mass nationwide starvation, including the death of his own
father. Finding no natural causes, Yang attributes responsibility for the deaths to China's totalitarian system and the
refusal of officials at every level to value human life over ideology and self-interest. Tombstone is a testament to
inhumanity and occasional heroism that pits collective memory against the historical amnesia imposed by those in power.
Stunning in scale and arresting in its detailed account of the staggering human cost of this tragedy, Tombstone is written
both as a memorial to the lives lost—an enduring tombstone in memory of the dead—and in hopeful anticipation of the final
demise of the totalitarian system. Ian Johnson, writing in The New York Review of Books, called the Chinese edition of
Tombstone "groundbreaking . . . One of the most important books to come out of China in recent years."
*Finalist for the Pulitzer Prize in Biography* *Winner of the 2020 National Book Critics Circle Award* *Winner of the
PEN/Jacqueline Bograd Weld Award for Biography* A “captivating” (The Washington Post) work of history that explores
the life of an unconventional woman during the first half of the 19th century in Edo—the city that would become
Tokyo—and a portrait of a city on the brink of a momentous encounter with the West. The daughter of a Buddhist priest,
Tsuneno was born in a rural Japanese village and was expected to live a traditional life much like her mother’s. But after
three divorces—and a temperament much too strong-willed for her family’s approval—she ran away to make a life for
herself in one of the largest cities in the world: Edo, a bustling metropolis at its peak. With Tsuneno as our guide, we
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experience the drama and excitement of Edo just prior to the arrival of American Commodore Perry’s fleet, which
transformed Japan. During this pivotal moment in Japanese history, Tsuneno bounces from tenement to tenement,
marries a masterless samurai, and eventually enters the service of a famous city magistrate. Tsuneno’s life provides a
window into 19th-century Japanese culture—and a rare view of an extraordinary woman who sacrificed her family and her
reputation to make a new life for herself, in defiance of social conventions. “A compelling story, traced with meticulous
detail and told with exquisite sympathy” (The Wall Street Journal), Stranger in the Shogun’s City is “a vivid, polyphonic
portrait of life in 19th-century Japan [that] evokes the Shogun era with panache and insight” (National Review of Books).
On the world maps common in America, the Western Hemisphere lies front and center, while the Indian Ocean region all
but disappears. This convention reveals the geopolitical focus of the now-departed twentieth century, but in the twentyfirst century that focus will fundamentally change. In this pivotal examination of the countries known as “Monsoon
Asia”—which include India, Pakistan, China, Indonesia, Burma, Oman, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, and Tanzania—bestselling
author Robert D. Kaplan shows how crucial this dynamic area has become to American power. It is here that the fight for
democracy, energy independence, and religious freedom will be lost or won, and it is here that American foreign policy
must concentrate if the United States is to remain relevant in an ever-changing world. From the Horn of Africa to the
Indonesian archipelago and beyond, Kaplan exposes the effects of population growth, climate change, and extremist
politics on this unstable region, demonstrating why Americans can no longer afford to ignore this important area of the
world.
In the early nineteenth century China remained almost untouched by British and European powers - but as new
technology started to change this balance, foreigners gathered like wolves around the weakening Qing Empire. Would
the Chinese suffer the fate of much of the rest of the world, carved into pieces by Europeans? Or could they adapt rapidly
enough to maintain their independence? This important and compelling book explains the roots of China's complex
relationship with the West by illuminating a dramatic, colourful and sometimes shocking period of the country's history.
As China reclaims its position as a world power, Imperial Twilight looks back to tell the story of the country’s last age of
ascendance and how it came to an end in the nineteenth-century Opium War. As one of the most potent turning points in
the country’s modern history, the Opium War has since come to stand for everything that today’s China seeks to put
behind it. In this dramatic, epic story, award-winning historian Stephen Platt sheds new light on the early attempts by
Western traders and missionaries to “open” China even as China’s imperial rulers were struggling to manage their
country’s decline and Confucian scholars grappled with how to use foreign trade to China’s advantage. The book paints
an enduring portrait of an immensely profitable—and mostly peaceful—meeting of civilizations that was destined to be
shattered by one of the most shockingly unjust wars in the annals of imperial history. Brimming with a fascinating cast of
British, Chinese, and American characters, this riveting narrative of relations between China and the West has important
implications for today’s uncertain and ever-changing political climate.
The Buddhist monk Tanxu surmounted extraordinary obstacles--poverty, wars, famine, and foreign occupation--to
become one of the most prominent monks in China, founding numerous temples and schools and attracting crowds of
students and disciples wherever he went. Heart of Buddha, Heart of China traces Tanxu's journey from his birth in 1875
to his death in 1963. Through Tanxu's life we come to know one of the most turbulent periods in Chinese history as it
moved from empire to republic. James Carter draws on archives and interviews to provide a book that is part travelogue,
part history, and part biography.
They were the most famous women in China. As the country battled through a hundred years of wars, revolutions and
seismic transformations, the three Soong sisters from Shanghai were at the center of power, and each of them left an
indelible mark on history. Red Sister, Ching-ling, married the 'Father of China', Sun Yat-sen, and rose to be Mao's vicechair. Little Sister, May-ling, became Madame Chiang Kai-shek, first lady of pre-Communist Nationalist China and a
major political figure in her own right. Big Sister, Ei-ling, became Chiang's unofficial main adviser - and made herself one
of China's richest women. Big Sister, Little Sister, Red Sister is a gripping story of love, war, intrigue, bravery, glamour
and betrayal, which takes us on a sweeping journey from Canton to Hawaii to New York, from exiles' quarters in Japan
and Berlin to secret meeting rooms in Moscow, and from the compounds of the Communist elite in Beijing to the corridors
of power in democratic Taiwan. In a group biography that is by turns intimate and epic, Jung Chang reveals the lives of
three extraordinary women who helped shape twentieth-century China.
The year is 1900, and Western empires—both old and new—are locked in regional entanglements across the globe. The
British are losing a bitter war against the Boers while the German kaiser is busy building a vast new navy. The United
States is struggling to put down an insurgency in the South Pacific while the upstart imperialist Japan begins to make
clear to neighboring Russia its territorial ambition. In China, a perennial pawn in the Great Game, a mysterious group of
superstitious peasants is launching attacks on the Western powers they fear are corrupting their country. These ordinary
Chinese—called Boxers by the West because of their martial arts showmanship—rise up, seemingly out of nowhere.
Foreshadowing the insurgencies of the more recent past, they lack a centralized leadership and instead tap into latent
nationalism and deep economic frustration to build their army. Their battle cry: "Support the Qing, exterminate the
foreigners." Many scholars brush off the Boxers as an ill-conceived and easily defeated revolt, but the military historian
David J. Silbey shows just how close they came to beating back the combined might of all the imperial powers. Drawing
on the diaries and letters of allied soldiers and diplomats, Silbey paints a vivid portrait of the short-lived war. Even though
their cause ended just as quickly as it began, the bravery and patriotism of the Boxers would inspire Chinese
nationalists—including a young Mao Zedong—for decades to come.
This new entry in the Longman Library of World Biography series offers an intimate and provocative account of the
Manchu emperor Qianlong (1711-1799), one of the world's great empire-builders, who helped build the foundation of the
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modern Chinese nation. During the 64 years of Qianlong's rule, China's population more than doubled, its territory
increased by one-third, its cities flourished, and its manufactures – tea, silk, porcelain – were principal items of
international commerce. Based on original Chinese and Manchu-language sources, and drawing on the latest
scholarship, this is the biography of the man who, in presiding over imperial China's last golden epoch, created the
geographic and demographic framework of modern China. This accessible account describes the personal struggles and
public drama surrounding one of the major political figures of the early modern age, with special consideration given to
the emperor's efforts to rise above ethnic divisions and to encompass the political and religious traditions of Han
Chinese, Mongols, Tibetans, Turks, and other peoples of his realm. In addition to becoming familiar with one of the most
remarkable figures in world history, readers will find that learning about Emperor Qianlong will add greatly to their
appreciation of China's place in the world of the eighteenth century and will deepen their understanding of China's place
in the world today.
*** WINNER OF THE 2019 CUNDILL HISTORY PRIZE SHORTLISTED FOR THE BAILLIE GIFFORD PRIZE FOR NONFICTION 2019 SHORTLISTED FOR THE NAYEF AL-RODHAN PRIZE FOR GLOBAL UNDERSTANDING
SHORTLISTED FOR DEUTSCHER PRIZE LONGLISTED FOR THE 2020 ORWELL PRIZE FOR POLITICAL
WRITING*** 'Revelatory and instructive… [a] beautifully written and accessible book’ The Times For decades, the West
has dismissed Maoism as an outdated historical and political phenomenon. Since the 1980s, China seems to have
abandoned the utopian turmoil of Mao’s revolution in favour of authoritarian capitalism. But Mao and his ideas remain
central to the People’s Republic and the legitimacy of its Communist government. With disagreements and conflicts
between China and the West on the rise, the need to understand the political legacy of Mao is urgent and growing. The
power and appeal of Maoism have extended far beyond China. Maoism was a crucial motor of the Cold War: it shaped
the course of the Vietnam War (and the international youth rebellions that conflict triggered) and brought to power the
murderous Khmer Rouge in Cambodia; it aided, and sometimes handed victory to, anti-colonial resistance movements in
Africa; it inspired terrorism in Germany and Italy, and wars and insurgencies in Peru, India and Nepal, some of which are
still with us today – more than forty years after the death of Mao. In this new history, Julia Lovell re-evaluates Maoism as
both a Chinese and an international force, linking its evolution in China with its global legacy. It is a story that takes us
from the tea plantations of north India to the sierras of the Andes, from Paris’s fifth arrondissement to the fields of
Tanzania, from the rice paddies of Cambodia to the terraces of Brixton. Starting with the birth of Mao’s revolution in
northwest China in the 1930s and concluding with its violent afterlives in South Asia and resurgence in the People’s
Republic today, this is a landmark history of global Maoism.
This lavishly illustrated volume explores the history of China during a period of dramatic shifts and surprising transformations, from
the founding of the Qing Dynasty (1644-1912) through to the present day. The Oxford Illustrated History of Modern China
promises to be essential reading for anyone who wants to understand this rising superpower on the verge of what promises to be
the 'Chinese century', introducing readers to important but often overlooked events in China's past, such as the bloody Taiping
Civil War (1850-1864), which had a death toll far higher than the roughly contemporaneous American Civil War. It also helps
readers see more familiar landmarks in Chinese history in new ways, such as the Opium War (1839-1842), the Boxer Uprising of
1900, the rise to power of the Chinese Communist Party in 1949, and the Tiananmen protests and Beijing Massacre of 1989. This
is one of the first major efforts — and in many ways the most ambitious to date — to come to terms with the broad sweep of modern
Chinese history, taking readers from the origins of modern China right up through the dramatic events of the last few years (the
Beijing Games, the financial crisis, and China's rise to global economic pre-eminence) which have so fundamentally altered
Western views of China and China's place in the world.
As the twenty-first century dawns, China stands at a crossroads. The largest and most populous country on earth and currently the
world's second biggest economy, China has recently reclaimed its historic place at the center of global affairs after decades of
internal chaos and disastrous foreign relations. But even as China tentatively reengages with the outside world, the contradictions
of its development risks pushing it back into an era of insularity and instability—a regression that, as China's recent history shows,
would have serious implications for all other nations. In Restless Empire, award-winning historian Odd Arne Westad traces China's
complex foreign affairs over the past 250 years, identifying the forces that will determine the country's path in the decades to
come. Since the height of the Qing Empire in the eighteenth century, China's interactions—and confrontations—with foreign powers
have caused its worldview to fluctuate wildly between extremes of dominance and subjugation, emulation and defiance. From the
invasion of Burma in the 1760s to the Boxer Rebellion in the early 20th century to the 2001 standoff over a downed U.S. spy
plane, many of these encounters have left Chinese with a lingering sense of humiliation and resentment, and inflamed their
notions of justice, hierarchy, and Chinese centrality in world affairs. Recently, China's rising influence on the world stage has
shown what the country stands to gain from international cooperation and openness. But as Westad shows, the nation's success
will ultimately hinge on its ability to engage with potential international partners while simultaneously safeguarding its own strength
and stability. An in-depth study by one of our most respected authorities on international relations and contemporary East Asian
history, Restless Empire is essential reading for anyone wishing to understand the recent past and probable future of this dynamic
and complex nation.
A history of the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom in mid-nineteenth-century China profiles a period of extreme violence, during which a
massive uprising, led by religious visionary Hong Xiuquan, cost some twenty million lives
The Taiping Rebellion was a widespread civil war in southern China from 1850 to 1864, against the ruling Manchu-led Qing
Dynasty. It was led by heterodox Christian convert Hong Xiuquan, who, having claimed to have received visions, maintained that
he was the younger brother of Jesus Christ. About 20 million people died, mainly civilians, in one of the deadliest military conflicts
in history Augustus Frederick Lindley (Lin-Le to his Taiping soldiers) was a Royal Navy officer who, along with his wife Mary,
joined the 1860 Taiping reform movement in China. He trained Taiping soldiers using modern techniques, and Mary became a
sniper. In 1863, Lindley returned to the UK. In 1866 he wrote and published this book (Ti Ping Tien Kwoh: OR The History of the
Taiping Revolution, including a narrative of the author's personal adventures).
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Award-winning author Guy Gavriel Kay evokes the dazzling Tang Dynasty of 8th-century China in an masterful story of honor and
power. It begins simply. Shen Tai, son of an illustrious general serving the Emperor of Kitai, has spent two years honoring the
memory of his late father by burying the bones of the dead from both armies at the site of one of his father's last great battles. In
recognition of his labors and his filial piety, an unlikely source has sent him a dangerous gift: 250 Sardian horses. You give a man
one of the famed Sardian horses to reward him greatly. You give him four or five to exalt him above his fellows, propel him towards
rank, and earn him jealousy, possibly mortal jealousy. Two hundred and fifty is an unthinkable gift, a gift to overwhelm an emperor.
Wisely, the gift comes with the stipulation that Tai must claim the horses in person. Otherwise he would probably be dead
already...
In the tradition of In Patagonia and Great Plains, Michael Meyer's In Manchuria is a scintillating combination of memoir,
contemporary reporting, and historical research, presenting a unique profile of China's legendary northeast territory. For three
years, Meyer rented a home in the rice-farming community of Wasteland, hometown to his wife's family. Their personal saga
mirrors the tremendous change most of rural China is undergoing, in the form of a privately held rice company that has built new
roads, introduced organic farming, and constructed high-rise apartments into which farmers can move in exchange for their land
rights. Once a commune, Wasteland is now a company town, a phenomenon happening across China that Meyer documents for
the first time; indeed, not since Pearl Buck wrote The Good Earth has anyone brought rural China to life as Meyer has here.
Amplifying the story of family and Wasteland, Meyer takes us on a journey across Manchuria's past, a history that explains much
about contemporary China--from the fall of the last emperor to Japanese occupation and Communist victory. Through vivid local
characters, Meyer illuminates the remnants of the imperial Willow Palisade, Russian and Japanese colonial cities and railways,
and the POW camp into which a young American sergeant parachuted to free survivors of the Bataan Death March. In Manchuria
is a rich and original chronicle of contemporary China and its people.
Discover the remarkable history of the Taiping Rebellion...In 1837, Hong Xiuquan failed the notoriously difficult exam to gain entry
to the Chinese Civil Service and suffered a nervous breakdown. In a weakened state, he had visions which he later interpreted to
be messages from God, telling him that he is the younger brother of Jesus Christ and, therefore, the second son of God. By 1850,
Hong had built an army, challenged an empire, and plunged China into the bloodiest civil war in human history, one that lasted
fourteen years and cost more lives than the First World War. This is the story of Hong Xiuquan's Taiping Rebellion, of his
"Heavenly Kingdom," and the death and destruction that came with it. Discover a plethora of topics such as The Visions of Hong
Xiuquan Fighting the Xiang Army Coups within the Taiping Kingdom The Reforms of the Shield King The Ever-Victorious Army
The End of the Taiping Rebellion: Death by a Thousand Cuts And much more! So if you want a concise and informative book on
the Taiping Rebellion, simply scroll up and click the "Buy now" button for instant access!
The Opium War of 1839-43, the first military conflict to take place between China and the West, is a subject of enduring interest.
Mao Haijian, one of the most distinguished and well-known historians working in China, presents the culmination of more than ten
years of research in a revisionist reading of the conflict and its main Chinese protagonists. Mao examines the Qing participants in
terms of the moral standards and intellectual norms of their own time, demonstrating that actions which have struck later observers
as ridiculous can be understood as reasonable within these individuals' own context. This English-language translation of Mao's
work offers a comprehensive response to the question of why the Qing Empire was so badly defeated by the British in the first
Opium War - an answer that is distinctive and original within both Chinese and Western historiography, and supported by a wealth
of hitherto unknown detail.
From the Pulitzer Prize winning journalist: a revelatory portrait of religion in China today its history, the spiritual traditions of its Eastern and
Western faiths, and the ways in which it is influencing China's future. Following a century of violent antireligious campaigns, China is now
awash with new temples, churches, and mosques as well as cults, sects, and politicians trying to harness religion for their own ends. Driving
this explosion of faith is uncertainty over what it means to be Chinese, and how to live an ethical life in a country that discarded traditional
morality a century ago and is still searching for new guideposts. Ian Johnson lived for extended periods with underground church members,
rural Daoists, and Buddhist pilgrims. He has distilled these experiences into a cycle of festivals, births, deaths, detentions, and struggle - a
great awakening of faith that is shaping the soul of the world's newest superpower. (With black-and-white illustrations throughout).
Occupying much of imperial Chinas Yangzi River heartland and costing more than twenty million lives, the Taiping Rebellion (1851-64) was
no ordinary peasant revolt. What most distinguished this dramatic upheaval from earlier rebellions were the spiritual beliefs of the rebels. The
core of the Taiping faith focused on the belief that Shangdi, the high God of classical China, had chosen the Taiping leader, Hong Xiuquan, to
establish his Heavenly Kingdom on Earth. How were the Taiping rebels, professing this new creed, able to mount their rebellion and recruit
multitudes of followers in their sweep through the empire? Thomas Reilly argues that the Taiping faith, although kindled by Protestant
sources, developed into a dynamic new Chinese religion whose conception of its sovereign deity challenged the legitimacy of the Chinese
empire. The Taiping rebels denounced the divine pretensions of the imperial title and the sacred character of the imperial office as
blasphemous usurpations of Shangdis title and position. In place of the imperial institution, the rebels called for restoration of the classical
system of kingship. Previous rebellions had declared their contemporary dynasties corrupt and therefore in need of revival; the Taiping, by
contrast, branded the entire imperial order blasphemous and in need of replacement. In this study, Reilly emphasizes the Christian elements
of the Taiping faith, showing how Protestant missionaries built on earlier Catholic efforts to translate Christianity into a Chinese idiom. Prior
studies of the rebellion have failed to appreciate how Hong Xiuquans interpretation of Christianity connected the Taiping faith to an imperial
Chinese cultural and religious context. The Taiping Heavenly Kingdom shows how the Bible--in particular, a Chinese translation of the Old
Testament--profoundly influenced Hong and his followers, leading them to understand the first three of the Ten Commandments as an
indictment of the imperial order. The rebels thus sought to destroy imperial culture along with its institutions and Confucian underpinnings, all
of which they regarded as blasphemous. Strongly iconoclastic, the Taiping followers smashed religious statues and imperially approved icons
throughout the lands they conquered. By such actions the Taiping Rebellion transformed--at least for its followers but to some extent for all
Chinese--how Chinese people thought about religion, the imperial title and office, and the entire traditional imperial and Confucian order. This
book makes a major contribution to the study of the Taiping Rebellion and to our understanding of the ideology of both the rebels and the
traditional imperial order they opposed. It will appeal to scholars in the fields of Chinese history, religion, and culture and of Christian theology
and church history.
“A milestone in Western studies of China.” (John K. Fairbank) In this masterful, highly original approach to modern Chinese history,
Jonathan D. Spence shows us the Chinese revolution through the eyes of its most articulate participants—the writers, historians, philosophers,
and insurrectionists who shaped and were shaped by the turbulent events of the twentieth century. By skillfully combining literary materials
with more conventional sources of political and social history, Spence provides an unparalleled look at China and her people and offers
valuable insight into the continuing conflict between the implacable power of the state and the strivings of China's artists, writers, and
Page 4/6

Read Online Autumn In The Heavenly Kingdom China The West And The Epic Story Of The Taiping Civil War I 1 2
I 1 2 Hardcoveri 1 2 I 1 2
thinkers.
Documents the early 20th-century battle against Muslim insurgents in the southern Philippines, discussing the fierce debates between military
supporters and peace advocates while offering insight into the challenges faced by U.S. forces and the contributions of future general John
Pershing. 20,000 first printing.
Retracing the events and personalities of China's Long March, a colorful narrative describes the epic odyssey of thousands of Chinese
Communist followers from their bases to the remote north of China, going behind the myth to recount the stories behind the March, including
ruthless purges, hunger and disease, desertions, mistreatment of women, and more. 35,000 first printing.
After Confucius is a collection of eight studies of Chinese philosophy from the time of Confucius to the formation of the empire in the second
and third centuries B.C.E. As detailed in a masterful introduction, each essay serves as a concrete example of “thick description”—an
approach invented by philosopher Gilbert Ryle—which aims to reveal the logic that informs an observable exchange among members of a
community or society. To grasp the significance of such exchanges, it is necessary to investigate the networks of meaning on which they rely.
Paul R. Goldin argues that the character of ancient Chinese philosophy can be appreciated only if we recognize the cultural codes underlying
the circulation of ideas in that world. Thick description is the best preliminary method to determine how Chinese thinkers conceived of their
own enterprise. Who were the ancient Chinese philosophers? What was their intended audience? What were they arguing about? How did
they respond to earlier thinkers, and to each other? Why did those in power wish to hear from them, and what did they claim to offer in return
for patronage? Goldin addresses these questions as he looks at several topics, including rhetorical conventions of Chinese philosophical
literature; the value of recently excavated manuscripts for the interpretation of the more familiar, received literature; and the duty of translators
to convey the world of concerns of the original texts. Each of the cases investigated in this wide-ranging volume exemplifies the central
conviction behind Goldin’s plea for thick description: We do not do justice to classical Chinese philosophy unless we engage squarely the
complex and ancient culture that engendered it. An electronic version of this book is freely available thanks to the support of libraries working
with Knowledge Unlatched, a collaborative initiative designed to make high-quality books open access for the public good. The open-access
version of this book is licensed under Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 International (CC BY-NC-ND 4.0),
which means that the work may be freely downloaded and shared for non-commercial purposes, provided credit is given to the author.
Derivative works and commercial uses require permission from the publisher.
The Taiping Rebellion was one of the costliest civil wars in human history. Many millions of people lost their lives. Yet while the Rebellion has
been intensely studied by scholars in China and elsewhere, we still know little of how individuals coped with these cataclysmic events.
Drawing upon a rich array of primary sources, What Remains explores the issues that preoccupied Chinese and Western survivors.
Individuals, families, and communities grappled with fundamental questions of loyalty and loss as they struggled to rebuild shattered cities,
bury the dead, and make sense of the horrors that they had witnessed. Driven by compelling accounts of raw emotion and deep injury, What
Remains opens a window to a world described by survivors themselves. This book transforms our understanding of China's 19th century and
recontextualizes suffering and loss in China during the 20th century.
Portrays the dramatic human experience of the Boxer Rebellion from both a Western and Chinese perspective, drawing on diaries, memoirs,
and letters of those who lived through this pivotal time in the history of China.
"From the cry of a tiny insect, one can hear the sound of a vast world. . . ." So begins Zhang Daye’s preface to The World of a Tiny Insect,
his haunting memoir of war and its aftermath. In 1861, when China’s devastating Taiping rebellion began, Zhang was seven years old. The
Taiping rebel army occupied Shaoxing, his hometown, and for the next two years, he hid from Taiping soldiers, local bandits, and imperial
troops and witnessed gruesome scenes of violence and death. He lost friends and family and nearly died himself from starvation, illness, and
encounters with soldiers on a rampage. Written thirty years later, The World of a Tiny Insect gives voice to this history. A rare premodern
Chinese literary work depicting a child’s perspective, Zhang’s sophisticated text captures the macabre images, paranoia, and emotional
excess that defined his wartime experience and echoed through his adult life. The structure, content, and imagery of The World of a Tiny
Insect offer a carefully constructed, fragmented narrative that skips in time and probes the relationships between trauma and memory,
revealing both history and its psychic impact. Xiaofei Tian’s annotated translation includes an introduction that situates The World of a Tiny
Insect in Chinese history and literature and explores the relevance of the book to the workings of traumatic memory.
A journalist for The Washington Post offers an eyewitness account of the changes in China over the past forty years as he recalls his stint as
a twenty-year-old exchange student from Stanford at China's Nanjing University and the lives of his Chinese classmates, in a study of the
human cost of China's development.
A quintessiantially American story chronicling Chinese American achievement in the face of institutionalized racism by the New York Times
bestselling author of The Rape of Nanking In an epic story that spans 150 years and continues to the present day, Iris Chang tells of a
people’s search for a better life—the determination of the Chinese to forge an identity and a destiny in a strange land and, often against great
obstacles, to find success. She chronicles the many accomplishments in America of Chinese immigrants and their descendents: building the
infrastructure of their adopted country, fighting racist and exclusionary laws and anti-Asian violence, contributing to major scientific and
technological advances, expanding the literary canon, and influencing the way we think about racial and ethnic groups. Interweaving political,
social, economic, and cultural history, as well as the stories of individuals, Chang offers a bracing view not only of what it means to be
Chinese American, but also of what it is to be American.
Thant Myint-U's Where China Meets India is a vivid, searching, timely book about the remote region that is suddenly a geopolitical center of
the world. From their very beginnings, China and India have been walled off from each other: by the towering summits of the Himalayas, by a
vast and impenetrable jungle, by hostile tribes and remote inland kingdoms stretching a thousand miles from Calcutta across Burma to the
upper Yangtze River. Soon this last great frontier will vanish—the forests cut down, dirt roads replaced by superhighways, insurgencies
crushed—leaving China and India exposed to each other as never before. This basic shift in geography—as sudden and profound as the
opening of the Suez Canal—will lead to unprecedented connections among the three billion people of Southeast Asia and the Far East. What
will this change mean? Thant Myint-U is in a unique position to know. Over the past few years he has traveled extensively across this vast
territory, where high-speed trains and gleaming new shopping malls are now coming within striking distance of the last far-flung rebellions
and impoverished mountain communities. And he has explored the new strategic centrality of Burma, where Asia's two rising, giant powers
appear to be vying for supremacy. At once a travelogue, a work of history, and an informed look into the future, Where China Meets India
takes us across the fast-changing Asian frontier, giving us a masterful account of the region's long and rich history and its sudden
significance for the rest of the world.
“Arguably the greatest living travel writer” (Outside magazine), Pico Iyer has called Japan home for more than three decades. But, as he is
the first to admit, the country remains an enigma even to its long-term residents. In A Beginner’s Guide to Japan, Iyer draws on his years of
experience—his travels, conversations, readings, and reflections—to craft a playful and profound book of surprising, brief, incisive glimpses into
Japanese culture. He recounts his adventures and observations as he travels from a meditation hall to a love hotel, from West Point to Kyoto
Station, and from dinner with Meryl Streep to an ill-fated call to the Apple service center in a series of provocations guaranteed to pique the
interest and curiosity of those who don’t know Japan—and to remind those who do of its myriad fascinations.
From the Taiping Rebellion to the Chinese Communist movement, no province in China gave rise to as many reformers, military officers, and
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revolutionaries as did Hunan. Platt offers the first comprehensive study of why this province wielded such disproportionate influence.
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