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A Void Georges Perec
Darkly funny account of the office worker’s mindset by the celebrated French
novelist A long-suffering employee in a big corporation has summoned up the
courage to ask for a raise. But as he runs through the looming encounter in his
mind, his neuroses come to the surface: What is the best day to see the boss?
What if he doesn’t offer you a seat when you go into his office? The Art of Asking
Your Boss for a Raise is a hilarious account of an employee losing his
identity—and possibly his sanity—as he tries to put on the most acceptable face for
the corporate world,with its rigid hierarchies and hostility to new ideas. If he
follows a certain course of action, so this logic goes, he will succeed—but, in
accepting these conditions, are his attempts to challenge his world of work
doomed from the outset? Neurotic and pessimistic, yet endearing, comic and
never less than entertaining, Perec’s Woody Allen-esque underling presents an
acute and penetrating vision of the world of office work, as pertinent today as it
was when it was written in 1968.
By Georges Perec.
Two trailblazing novels by Georges Perec, Things: Jerome and Sylvie, the young
upwardly mobile couple, lust for the good life. They wanted life's enjoyment, but
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this equated to ownership. A Man Asleep: A nameless student attempts to purify
himself entirely of material desires and ambitions.
Surfing the Zeitgeist is a collection of essays by Britain's preeminent postmodernist. Confronted with a world in which too much is changing too fast, the
attitude of most British critics is simply to ignore the fact that today's culture is in
a state of constant ebullience and continue turning out, or churning out, week
after week, month after month, the kind of article, a complacent conflation of
artistic impressions, that could have been written thirty, fifty or a hundred years
ago. Gilbert Adair is a critic with a difference. Witty, perspicacious and in love
with language, he is prepared to engage with the multifarious realities of our
culture - culture in the least restricted sense of the word. He is prepared to
embrace them, if not unconditionally, then at least without encumbering hinself
with any twinges of nostalgia for the past's redundant credos and repertories.
The essays which make up this collection - on subjects as various as
postmodernism and pop music, AIDS and art movies, Tintin and the Titanic - thus
constitute a uniquely stimulating record of the nineties and, like the cool, glinting
surfaces of a Calder mobile, reflect the most significant fragments of our cultural
agenda.
In Original Copies in Georges Perec and Andy Warhol, Priya Wadhera bridges
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the works of Perec and Warhol for the first time, illuminating a postmodern
aesthetic where the original is devalued and the copy reigns supreme.
This selection of non-fictional work from the author of Life, a User's Manual,
demonstrates Georges Perec's characteristic lightness of touch, wry humour and
accessibility.
Combining fiction and autobiography in a quite unprecedented way, Georges
Perec leads the reader inexorably towards the horror that lies at the origin of the
post-World War Two world and at the crux of his own identity.
'Perec is serious fun' The Guardian Both an affectionate portrait of mid-century Paris and a
daring memoir, Georges Perec's I Remember is now available in English to UK readers for the
first time, with an introduction by David Bellos. In 480 numbered statements, all beginning
identically with 'I remember', Perec records a stream of individual memories of a childhood in
post-war France, while posing wider questions about memory and nostalgia. As playful and
puzzling as the best of his novels, I Remember is an ode to life: the ordinary, the extraordinary,
and the sometimes trivial, as seen through the eyes of the irreplaceable Georges Perec.
A life-altering road trip with one of the greatest writers of the twentieth century.
Georges Perec planned a mystery novel of 28 chapters: he died before completing it. From his
notebooks his friends assembled the elements of the unfinished part. The narrator is sent to
the French colonies to teach maths - as well as being entrusted with tracking down an arms
dealer.
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Represents an exploration of the relationship between imagination and reality as seen through
the eyes of the dying Serge Valene, an inhabitant of a large Parisian apartment block.
The beguiling, never-before-translated dream diary of Georges Perec In La Boutique Obscure
Perec once again revolutionized literary form, creating the world’s first “nocturnal
autobiography.” From 1968 until 1972—the period when he wrote his most well-known
works—the beloved French stylist recorded his dreams. But as you might expect, his approach
was far from orthodox. Avoiding the hazy psychoanalysis of most dream journals, he
challenged himself to translate his visions and subconscious churnings directly into prose. In
laying down the nonsensical leaps of the imagination, he finds new ways to express the texture
and ambiguity of dreams—those qualities that prove so elusive. Beyond capturing a universal
experience for the first time and being a fine document of literary invention, La Boutique
Obscure contains the seeds of some of Perec’s most famous books. It is also an intimate
portrait of one of the great innovators of modern literature.
Perec, the legendary author of Life: A User's Manual, was fascinated by the possibility of
employing non-fictional languages for altogether more mischievous purposes. This volume
collects various texts in which he uses the expressionless terminology of sociology,
entomology and linguistics to achieve effects they are distinctly designed to avoid. Not
surprisingly, it is experimental', but it is also strange, preposterous and highly entertaining.
Harry Matthews co-wrote one of the essays.'
Combining poetic and inquisitive text with a wide array of lavish images, a tour of Ellis Island
shares the experiences of men and women who passed through its portals when immigrating
to the United States. Original.
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"Here, in one volume, are three "easy pieces" by the master of the verbal firecracker and Gallic
wit. The novella "The Exeter Text" contains all those e's that were omitted from A Void (Perec
hated waste) and no other vowel (honest). In "Which Moped with Chrome-Plated Handlebars
at the Back of the Yard?" we are introduced to Sergeant Henri Pollak and his vehicle (the
aforementioned moped) that carried him between Vincennes and Montparnasse; in "A Gallery
Portrait", the sensation of the 1913 exhibition in Pittsburgh depicts the artists' patron, beer
baron Hermann Raffke, sitting in front of his huge art collection, which includes (of course) "A
Gallery Portrait" of the baron sitting before "A Gallery Portrait," etc." -- From publisher's
website.
Purchase one of 1st World Library's Classic Books and help support our free internet library of
downloadable eBooks. Visit us online at www.1stWorldLibrary.ORG - - If this Discourse appear
too long to be read at once, it may be divided into six Parts: and, in the first, will be found
various considerations touching the Sciences; in the second, the principal rules of the Method
which the Author has discovered, in the third, certain of the rules of Morals which he has
deduced from this Method; in the fourth, the reasonings by which he establishes the existence
of God and of the Human Soul, which are the foundations of his Metaphysic; in the fifth, the
order of the Physical questions which he has invest-igated, and, in particular, the explication of
the motion of the heart and of some other difficulties pertaining to Medicine, as also the
difference between the soul of man and that of the brutes; and, in the last, what the Author
believes to be required in order to greater advancement in the investigation of Nature than has
yet been made, with the reasons that have induced him to write.
A late 20th-century kabala, a labyrinth of literary secrets that will lure the uninitiated into
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rethinking everything they know about books and writing. The definitive encyclopedia of
contemporary word-magic.
Main description: What sort of society could bind together Jacques Roubaud, Italo Calvino,
Marcel Duchamp, and Raymond Queneau-and Daniel Levin Becker, a young American
obsessed with language play? Only the Oulipo, the Paris-based experimental collective
founded in 1960 and fated to become one of literature's quirkiest movements. An international
organization of writers, artists, and scientists who embrace formal and procedural constraints
to achieve literature's possibilities, the Oulipo (the French acronym stands for 0workshop for
potential literature0) is perhaps best known as the cradle of Georges Perec's novel A Void,
which does not contain the letter e. Drawn to the Oulipo's mystique, Levin Becker secured a
Fulbright grant to study the organization and traveled to Paris. He was eventually offered
membership, becoming only the second American to be admitted to the group. From the
perspective of a young initiate, the Oulipians and their projects are at once bizarre and utterly
compelling. Levin Becker's love for games, puzzles, and language play is infectious, calling to
mind Elif Batuman's delight in Russian literature in The Possessed. In recent years, the Oulipo
has inspired the creation of numerous other collectives: the OuMuPo (a collective of DJs), the
OuMaPo (marionette players), the OuBaPo (comic strip artists), the OuFlarfPo (poets who
generate poetry with the aid of search engines), and a menagerie of other Ou-X-Pos
(workshops for potential something). Levin Becker discusses these and other intriguing
developments in this history and personal appreciation of an iconic-and iconoclastic-group.
In The Thousand and One Nights and Twentieth-Century Fiction, Richard van Leeuwen
challenges conventional perceptions of the development of 20th-century prose by arguing that
Page 6/15

Get Free A Void Georges Perec
Thousand and One Nights, as an intertextual model, has been a crucial influence on authors
who have contributed to shaping the main literary currents in 20th-century world literature,
inspiring new forms and concepts of literature and texts.
As much a masterpiece of translation as a novel, 'A Void' contains not one single letter e
anywhere in the main body of the text. This clever and unusual novel is full of plots and subplots, of trails in pursuit of trails and linguistic conjuring tricks
A bold, pioneering, "free-souled" and long-rare classic of concrete poetry, available for the first
time in 50 years Originally published by Doubleday and Company in 1970, N.H. Pritchard's The
Matrixwas one of a tiny handful of books of concrete poetry published in America by a major
publishing house. Sadly, the book was given little support and was not promoted, and it has
long been out of print. However, it remains a cherished item for fans of poetry due to its unique
composition, and difficult but rewarding poetics. Forcing the reader to straddle the line between
reading and viewing, the book features visual poems that predate the experiments of the
Language poets, including words that are exploded into their individual letters, and columns of
text that ride the edge of the page. Praised as a "FREE souled" work by Allen Ginsberg, The
Matrixfeels as fresh and necessary today as when it was first published. This new facsimile
edition, copublished by Primary Information and Ugly Duckling Presse, makes the book
available to a new generation of readers.

Reproduction of the original: Gadsby by Ernest Vincent Wright
Seemingly unrelated stories attempt to recreate and identify the writer of a novel
once read by the author.
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Taking a job with the NYPD four months after the attack on Pearl Harbor, a
former small-town cop investigates the discovery of a body in the Hudson with
the assistance of a mysterious, well-educated man who has uncanny knowledge
of the city and its denizens.
"In the beginning was the pun," Samuel Beckett once wrote. And so it was that
Georges Perec brought the good word to his friends and acquaintances on a
yearly basis, as an expression of his best wishes for the New Year. Wishes
gathers together these ten pamphlets of homophonic wordplay that Perec sent
out from 1970 until his death in 1982, printed at his own expense in limited
quantities. This paean to the pun consists of a series of short prose pieces, each
concluding with a list of the everyday bits of language lying at their root. English
proverbs, Latin phrases, the names of musicians, filmmakers, novelists and book
titles are all fodder for Perec's homophonic translations: John Coltrane turns into
an anecdote about a wanderer with a severe ring around the collar; Antonioni's
first movie transforms into a prophecy of a murderous holiday; the phrase "All's
well that ends well" becomes a pregnant cow named Alice hailed by a drunk
Satan; and Maurice Ravel proves to be a warning against corpses with a
predilection for root vegetables. These texts and their marriage of sound to
meaning present a challenge to any translation, and bring into stark relief the
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choices translators are often forced to make. This English edition sidesteps such
choices, offering two alternate translations: a traditional one focused on the literal
content of Perec's texts, and another focused on their formal phonological play.
Georges Perec (1936-82) was a French novelist, essayist and filmmaker whose
linguistic talents ranged from fiction to crossword puzzles to palindromes. Winner
of the prix Renaudot in 1965 for his first novel, Things, and the prix Médicis in
1978 for his most acclaimed novel, Life A User's Manual, Perec was also a
member of Oulipo.
A former stutterer, Benson Bobrick here offers his perspective on the condition as
well as an interesting history of how physicians have treated it. Stuttering, or
stammering (the terms are interchangeable clinically), occurs four times more
frequently in males and ranges from mild hesitation in speech to severe disability.
Hot irons were applied to stutterers' lips in the Middle Ages, and in the mid-19th
century, risky tongue operations were performed in failed attempts to effect a
cure. Bobrick discusses famous stutterers Charles Darwin, Henry James,
Winston Churchill, and Jimmy Stewart, and he describes the adverse impact of
their condition on their lives. In this century, psychological trauma has often been
cited as the cause of stuttering, but recent evidence points to a genetic disorder
involving a disturbed auditory function. Therapeutic practices differ, but the
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author credits a voice feedback system with bringing his condition under control.
Since its inception in Paris in 1960, the OuLiPo--ouvroir de littérature potentielle,
or workshop for potential literature--has continually expanded our sense of what
writing can do. It's produced, among many other marvels, a detective novel
without the letter e (and a sequel of sorts without a, i, o, u, or y); an epic poem
structured by the Parisian métro system; a story in the form of a tarot reading; a
poetry book in the form of a game of go; and a suite of sonnets that would take
almost 200 million years to read completely. Lovers of literature are likely familiar
with the novels of the best-known Oulipians--Italo Calvino, Georges Perec, Harry
Mathews, Raymond Queneau--and perhaps even the small number of texts
available in English on the group, including Warren Motte's Oulipo: A Primer of
Potential Literature and Daniel Levin Becker's Many Subtle Channels: In Praise
of Potential Literature. But the actual work of the group in its full, radiant
collectivity has never before been showcased in English. ("The State of
Constraint," a dossier in issue 22 of McSweeney's Quarterly Concern, comes
closest.) Enter All That is Evident is Suspect: the first collection in English to offer
a life-size picture of the group in its historical and contemporary incarnations, and
the first in any language to represent all of its members (numbering 41 as of April
2018 ). Combining fiction, poetry, essays and lectures, and never-published
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internal correspondence--along with the acrobatically constrained writing and
complexly structured narratives that have become synonymous with oulipian
practice--this volume shows a unique group of thinkers and artists at work and at
play, meditating on and subverting the facts of life, love, and the group itself. It's
an unprecedentedly intimate and comprehensive glimpse at the breadth and
diversity of one of world literature's most vital, adventurous presences.
DISCUSSED: Sharks as poets and vice versa, the Brisbane pitch drop
experiment, novel classifications for real or imaginary libraries, the monumental
sadness of difficult loves, the obsolescence of the novel, the symbolic
significance of the cup-and-ball game, holiday closures across the Francophone
world, what happens at Fahrenheit 452, Warren G. Harding's dark night of the
soul, Marcel Duchamp's imperviousness to conventional spacetime laws,
bilingual palindromes, cartoon eodermdromes, oscillating poems, métro poems,
metric poems, literary madness, straw cultivation.
'Eunoia', which means 'beautiful thinking', is the shortest English word to contain
all five vowels. This book also contains them all, except that each one appears by
itself in its own chapter. A unique personality for each vowel soon emerges: A is
courtly, E is elegiac, I is lyrical, O is jocular, U is obscene. A triumphant feat,
seven years in the making, Eunoia is as playful as it is awe-inspiring.
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"...a daunting triumph of will pushing its way through imposing roadblocks to a magical
country, an absurdist nirvana of humor, pathos, and loss."--Time magazine A Void is a
metaphysical whodunit, a story chock-full of plots and subplots, of trails in pursuit of
trails, all of which afford Perec occasion to display his virtuosity as a verbal magician. It
is also an outrageous verbal stunt: a 300-page novel that never once employs the letter
E. The year is 1968, and as France is torn apart by social and political anarchy, the
noted eccentric and insomniac Anton Vowl goes missing. Ransacking his Paris flat, his
best friends scour his diary for clues to his whereabouts. At first glance these pages
reveal nothing but Vowl's penchant for word games, especially for "lipograms,"
compositions in which the use of a particular letter is suppressed. But as the friends
work out Vowl's verbal puzzles, and as they investigate various leads discovered
among the entries, they too disappear, one by one by one, and under the most
mysterious circumstances . . .
Poetry. "From the hilarious univocalisms of "Homage to Georges Perec" to the dizzying
"information" provided in the literally falling "Twin Towers," Ian Monk demonstrates that
Oulipo is by no means only--or even primarily--a French import; on the contrary, its
possibilities for Anglophone poets are enormous. Monk's sheer inventiveness and
intellectual agility, his verbal wit and prosodic skill will have you chuckling over his
"Snowballs" and marveling at his anagrammatic threnodies. Writings for the Oulipo is a
book to savor--good to the last drop!"-Page 12/15
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The darkest secrets are buried the deepest. Meg Morrissey has just lost her job, and
her partner to an overseas assignment, when she is called back to the family home of
Hunters Reach in the picturesque Adelaide Hills. Her ailing grandmother, who raised
her when she was orphaned as a child, has always been a formidable figure in her life,
and this is hardly a welcome summons. When Meg arrives at the ramshackle old
homestead, she learns that the place is up for sale. She is expected to care for the
property with its extensive garden, while packing up the contents of the house. As she
begins the arduous work of bringing the grand old homestead back to its former glory,
she is forced to examine the question that has plagued her all her life - why nobody
loved her as a child. As the house unfolds the history of an earlier age, it also spills out
secrets Meg had never imagined - in particular, the discovery of an aunt she never
knew, her mother's twin sister, Iris. The discovery brings horror in its wake, as Meg
learns the secrets of the missing girl and the truth behind a wicked heart where love
simply never existed. The more she uncovers, the more questions she has. With her
grandmother unwilling to share what she knows, Meg must seek out the truth for
herself. Set against the stunning backdrop of the Australian bush in summer, with the
ever-present threat of bushfire at its back, this is a highly evocative story of secrets and
betrayal from the bestselling author of Croc Country.
Ex-MP Jack Reacher goes into action to find his brother's killers after a series of brutal
crimes terrorize tiny Margrave, Georgia, only to uncover the dark and deadly conspiracy
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concealed behind the town's peaceful facade.
"It's hard to see how anyone is ever going to better this User's Manual to the life of
Georges Perec" - Gilbert Adair, Sunday Times Winner of the Prix Goncourt for
Biography, 1994 George Perec (1936-82) was one of the most significant European
writers of the twentieth century and undoubtedly the most versatile and innovative writer
of his generation. David Bellos's comprehensive biography - which also provides the
first full survey of Perec's irreverent, polymathic oeuvre - explores the life of an
anguished, comical and endearingly modest man, who worked quietly as an archivist in
a medical research library. The French son of Jewish immigrants from Poland, he
remained haunted all of his life by his father's death in the war, fighting to defend
France, and his mother's in Auschwitz-Birkenau. His acclaimed novel A Void (1969) written without using the letter "e" - has been seen as an attempt to escape from the
words "père", "mere", and even "George Perec". His career made an auspicious start
with Things: A Story of the Sixties (1965), which won the Prix Renaudot. He then
pursued an idiosyncratic and ambitious literary itinerary through the intellectual ferment
of Paris in the 1960s and 1970s.He belonged to the Ouvrior de Littérature Potentielle
(OuLiPo), a radically inventive group of writers whose members included Raymond
Queneau and Italo Calvino. Perec achieved international celebrity with Life A User's
Manual (1978), which won the Prix Medicis and was voted Novel of the Decade by the
Salon du Livre. He died in his mid-forties after a short illness, leaving a truly puzzling
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detective novel, 53 Days, incomplete. "Professor Bellos's book enables us at once to
relish the most wilfully bizarre aspects of Perec's oeuvre and to understand the whys
and wherefores of his protean nature" - Jonathan Romney, Literary Review
Gaspard Winckler, master forger, is trapped in a basement studio on the outskirts of
Paris, with his paymaster's blood on his hands. The motive for this murder? A
perversion of artistic ambition. After a lifetime lived in the shadows, he has strayed too
close to the sun. Fittingly for such an enigmatic writer, Portrait of a Man is both Perec's
first novel and his last. Frustrated in his efforts to find a publisher, he put it aside, telling
a friend: 'I'll go back to it in ten years when it'll turn into a masterpiece, or else I'll wait in
my grave until one of my faithful exegetes comes across it in an old trunk.' An apt coda
to one of the brightest literary careers of the twentieth century, it is - in the words of
David Bellos, the 'faithful exegete' who brought it to light - 'connected by a hundred
threads to every part of the literary universe that Perec went on to create - but it's not
like anything else that he wrote.
Two men, driving from opposite directions along a lonely road in France, find
themselves forced to exchange cars when a tree renders the road impassable. From
that moment on, a spate of Hitchcockian events unfold.
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